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Wessington Springs
United Methodist Church
“We will nurture each other and spread the
Spirit of Christian love to all”.
Our mission statement

Wessington Springs United Methodist Church - October 2020
Sun

4
O – 11:00 am Worship
Service @ WS UMC
Sunday School Kick-off

11
O – 11:00 am Worship
Service @ WS UMC
Sunday School
B – Ken Gohring
B – Whitney (Reider)
Edleman

18
O – 11:00 am Worship
Service @ WS UMC
Sunday School
B – Leighton Scott

25
O – 11:00 am Worship
Service @ WS UMC
Sunday School
B – Mark Cashman

Mon

Tue

Key
A – Anniversary
B – Birthday
P – Pastor
O – Other

Pastor
Appreciation
Month

5
P – Day Off

6
P – Office Hours

Wed

Thu

1
P – Office Hours

13
P – Office Hours

2
P – Office Hours

Sat

3

B – Hadley Weber

7
P – Alpena

8
P – Office Hours

9
P – Office Hours

10

15
P – Office Hours

16
P – Office Hours

17

22
P – Office Hours

23
P – Office Hours

24

B – Dan Younie

A – Eric & Betsy
Schroeder

12
P – Day Off

Fri

14
P – Alpena

P & O – Dakotas Annual
Conference - Virtual
A – Elton & Julie Kaus
B – Ellen Powell
B – Kayla Boomsma

B – Mary Reider

A – Dan & Nancy Kruse

19
P – Day Off

20
P – Office Hours

21
P – Alpena

B – Darrell Winter

O – Feeding SD 2 pm
O – Blue Bag Program
Pack @ 4:45 pm

O – United Youth Group
@ OSL
B – Traci Schweitzer

26
P – Day Off

P & O – Newsletter
submissions due to
secretary
27
28
P – Office Hours
P – Alpena

B – Austin Boomsma

B – Cheyenne Burg

B – Elaine Roetman

29
P – Office Hours

30
P – Office Hours

31

O – United Youth Group A – Verle & Lila Hoffman
@ OSL

WSUMC Website: www.springsumc.com
Online Worship Services: SpringsUMC.com/Sermons
Facebook.com/WessingtonSpringsUMC

Pastor Zach Kingery
Cell 605.838.6303

zach.kingery@gmail.com
Office 605.539-1567

Laura Kieser, Secretary
genevieve@venturecomm.net
Home 605.539-1941 Cell 605.999-0084

From the Desk of Pastor Zach
On September 20 I shared with you a message (Parousia and
the Harvest) that I firmly believe God wanted us to hear, and it is
one to which the Holy Spirit is prompting us to respond.
We must be praying for workers to be sent into the harvest. All
across our community are individuals and families - hundreds of
people - that do not have a meaningful connection to a lifegiving, Gospel focused, church.
And because of this I challenged you to take seriously the words
of Jesus in Matthew 9:37-38 Then he said to his disciples, “The
harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
Pray for God to raise up and send out workers to help teach the
children of our community to come to put their faith in Jesus.
Pray for God to raise up and send out workers to be the
examples of Godly men and women that our teens need to see
in this dark, evil world.
Pray for God to raise up and send out workers to support and
encourage the young families of our community.
Pray for God to raise up and send out workers to equip all
believers to grow in their faith, to increase in their knowledge
and understanding of the Bible, and to daily commit to living for,
and sharing the love of, Jesus Christ.
My friends, when you look across our community I want you to
see people like Jesus does, and it is my prayer that you will be
moved with compassion and your prayer of “send workers out to
your fields, Lord” will be soon followed by you saying, “Here I
am Lord, send me.”
Every day for the rest of 2020 I invite you to join me in praying
for God to send workers into His fields of Wessington Springs,
Jerauld County, and the surrounding area.

We hope you are excited for the amazing things God is doing at
WSUMC. For the Sunday service to be a success there are
many moving parts that require wonderful people just like you.
Please take a look at where you can volunteer so we can
continue sharing the Gospel with our community!
Sunday School kicks off the first Sunday of October for ages 4
years old - 6th grade. Contact Jessica Kingery to sign up for
teaching.
Nursery for ages 0 - 4 years old starting in November and
volunteers are needed.
Please Contact Pastor Zach if interested in any of the following:
- Greeter / Usher
- Volunteers to help run sound & slides during service
- Hymn leader
- Reader for weekly announcements
- Bible Study / Small Group Leader

Calling for Volunteers
The Solar Oven Partners program was moved from
North Dakota back to South Dakota and our very own
Adam Burnison is now the Lead person in Rapid City.
He is seeking teams of 4 – 6 people to get
solar oven parts ready so they can be shipped to
Brookings where they will be finished and sent on
to their final destination.
Several years ago a team from our church
provided a days’ work in Volga. We not only got a
warm feeling for being of service, we learned a lot
about the program!
If there is any one interested in being part
of a team WS UMC call Laura Kieser so she can reach
Adam to find out available times and other details
that might be pertinent to participating in serving
this mission. They are several hundred ovens
behind!

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit
Health Concerns – Wayne & Bev Salmen, David Arnott,
Phyllis Arhart, Tony Willman, Brian VanBuren, Cecile Knight,
Lindsey Dubs, Quinn Mohling, & Steve Deneke. Olivia Jo
Munce. David Grieve, Drake Rounds, Ann Cline, Annie
Holset, Marilyn Larson & Christi Swenson.
Cancer Fight – Pauline Kaus, Cory Hainy, Brian Canca,
Jared Jost, Sean Rubino, Louise Schaller, Denice Hein, Jerry
Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil Deneke and Sonnie Schimke.
Nursing Home – Gayle Willman, Joyce Beckman, Dorothy
Powell & Bessie Kruse. All who are cared for in nursing
homes around the world & their care givers.
Other Concerns
For the families of Ellen Shultz and Betty Dean.
For our global well being in dealing with: Loss, recovery &
challenges associated with COVID19.
For those continuing to fight against discrimination and for
those who are being discriminated against!
For our compassion child Miguel and his brother Rafael.
For those who have lost loved ones as they continue to
grieve and heal.
For those working in Missions; Mitch and Sonja Kraft.

C.B. A Conversation
Break 1-0; KNF-0461…..KNF-0461, this is KEQ-1324, you got a
copy SNOWBALL? Yeah, Snowball I forgot, yer’ Mic has
been muted temporarily. Just wanted to let you know we
sure appreciated all you and the WAGON BOSS have
done for us all down here. I’ll bet that was quite a reunion
when she came to greet you in the here-after a few weeks
ago. We been missing you for quite a while, but it was
always good to be able to touch base with the ‘Ol Wagon
Boss now and again. She was quite the lady!
Snowball, you outdid yourself all those years ago when
you convinced Bev’er, I mean the Wagon Boss to be your
be-trothed. She, and you have been huge assets to your
hometown and her adopted community and the service
to your church by you folks will never be forgotten. You
know, we all down here sure do miss you two. I know, I
know, heaven’s a great place and all and you two
certainly deserve your passage into His heavenly home,
but, still, your church family misses ya and the church
family, well, its gett’in smaller.
I probably best get off the air here shortly so others can
talk. Just wanted to let the ‘Ol Wagon Boss and Snowball
know we love you and we miss you and we pray heaven is
all that it should be for you two and thanks for the indelible
mark that you folks left on your church and your
community. God Bless you, Wagon Boss and Snowball! I’m
gonna back on outta here now so until we meet again…
Adious! Oh, yeah, by the way, if you run into the Grey
Ghost, tell him I said hi! This is KEQ-1324, over and out.
Key: Wagon Boss and Snowball, Bev and Bob Sorenson,
Call letters KNF-0461.
Grey Ghost, Dad, Ken Kieser
KEQ-1324, Hubcap

1970 United Methodist Church Congregation Activities
by Gretchen Burnison
This history article is the second one whose focus is Wessington
Springs United Methodist Church in 1970. These observations are
coming from the 1970 bulletins that are housed in the old safe, our
archives, and the 1970 Year Book of the South Dakota Conference of
the United Methodist Church. By the way, that tall safe located in the
cry room was donated to the church by Mrs. Ken (Gladys) Kieser. It
belonged to her father and was a part of his business in Wessington
Springs. Lane Methodist Church was part of the parish with
Wessington Springs United Methodist Church. Wessington Springs
United Methodist Church membership included 329 folks while Lane
Methodist Church was 36 members. It’s education program had 19
leaders, 65 children through 6th grade, 33 youth, and 67 adults.
Average attendance at Sunday education program was 85. It’s
membership was 350 at the beginning of the year and we received 8
members and 7 died. The others were removed from membership
because they moved away or other various reasons.
The church was blessed with a youth group called Methodist Youth
Fellowship, MYF. Their meetings were held weekly Thursday evening
at 6:00 and followed by choir rehearsal at 7:30. The women had many
groups where they had officers and funds to manage. It was called
the Woman’s Society of Christian Service, WSCS, and included the
Evening Circle, Circle 1, Circle 2, and Circle 3. All the circles met at
2:00 Wednesday at homes once a month. Evening Circle met at
8:00p.m.. The men met once a month at 6:30p.m. in the church
basement and the women fixed a meal for them. It was called
Methodist Men, MM. The Methodist Men and the Methodist Youth
Fellowship had not changed their names to the United Methodist Men
and the United Methodist Youth Fellowship as yet. This name change
is briefly explained in the following quote from the article “Do You
Know Why We are Called United Methodists?” at
umc.org/en/content/do-you-know-why-we-are-called-unitedmethodists:
On April 23, 1968 Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, of The Evangelical
United Brethren Church, and Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke, of The Methodist
Church, joined hands at the General Conference in Dallas, Texas.
They declared "Lord of the Church, we are united in Thee, in Thy
Church and now in The United Methodist Church."

Two adult classes met Sunday morning for purposes of Bible learning,
Semper Fidelis Class and Delphians. They were started when the
people became adults and the members stayed in that class as they
aged. The membership in Delphians was senior citizens in 1970
while the membership of the Semper Fidelis Class was middle aged.
They did not have officers and budgets.
Now, each month’s wonderful activities will be spotlighted. I skipped
February bulletins and that is because they were not found in the
archives by this historian.
January Bulletins
Pastor K. Oliver Brekke began the third session of the Bible study,
The Sermon on the Mount. It was held Sunday evening at 7:30. It did
not matter if you missed the first two sessions. Sunday following
January 25th, in the afternoon the Semper Fidelis Class, one of the
adult learning classes, sponsored a roller skating party at the Roller
Rink in Mitchell. The Emanuel Baptist Young Adults were invited as
well as anyone interested in the church.
March Bulletins
March 15 at 7:30 began Lenten Services. The MYF conducted the
service. Sunday evening following March 15 Holy Communion was
observed with a full choir. United Methodist Church hosted
Community Good Friday Service. Pastor Kenneth Thurow was the
speaker but music was by the United Church of Christ Men’s Chorus.
March 22nd, Sunday evening at 7:30 candlelight Communion Service
was at Wessington Springs United Methodist Church. Easter Sunday
was conducted by the Methodist Youth Fellowship at 6:30 am. A
breakfast followed. Pastor Brekke then held regular services at Lane
at 9:30 and at Wessington Springs at 11:00.
April Bulletins
April 5th bulletin announced a Monday evening Pastor-Parish
Relations Committee meeting at 7:30. Then Tuesday the Finance
Committee met at 7:30 and the Administrative Board met at 8:00.
An annual meeting for Women’s Society of Christian Service was held
Thursday and Friday at Rapid City.
A thank you was printed from the treasurer for receiving funds to pay
the bank loan for the window fund. Sunday night the Methodist Men
met to see the movie “Treasures in Heaven” concerning the wisdom
of making a will. Evening Circle sponsored a nursery where one

member of the group would be in charge each Sunday. On April 26th
the Choir sang at the hospital. The next Sunday began Family Week.
They were hoping the Kindergarten Class would be their guests.
Confirmation Day was on the traditional Mother’s Day. There was a
group taking county-wide religious census and when they completed
the census, they were disappointed that many people needed
reaching by God's influence.
May Bulletins
May 17th the Methodist Youth Fellowship and the Women’s Society of
Christian Service joined to sponsor a Fellowship Hour on Thursday
evening from 7:00 to 8:00 in recognition of the Senior high school
class graduates.
June Bulletins
The church district conference was held at Parker on a Sunday
afternoon from 3:00 to 6:30. Baccalaureate Service was 8:00 at the
grade gym and it then was time for vacation church school May 28,
29, June 1, 2, and 3. Each child was asked to bring a sack lunch and
50 cents. But no family was expected to pay more than $1.00.
Classes were from Kindergarten through eighth grade. On the heels
of Vacation Church School, followed Annual Conference, June 2 to
June 4. In the bulletin June 7 the workers for Vacation Bible School
were mentioned. There were 45 children enrolled. The theme was
“Missions Around the World” and the offering totaled $10.00. June 14
a forty-eighth wedding anniversary for Mr. and Mrs. Earnie DeJong
was held. On June 21 a farewell carry-in dinner honoring the Larson
Family was held and cold drinks and coffee was furnished by the
Women’s Society of Christian Service. A really nice offering was
taken for an earthquake in Peru. The need was tremendous with over
50,000 people dead and 250,000 people made homeless. This was
administered through the United Methodist Committee on Relief. Mr.
and Mrs. H.B. Hemmelmann were honored at an open house on their
50th Wedding Anniversary at the 4-H Building on June 28.
July Bulletins
They announced that church school classes for July 26 or August 2
were not going to be held. A bulletin for the union service states that
the Methodist Church would have no Sunday School classes July
through August 16. They had Men’s Chorus practice Saturday at 8:00
at the United Methodist Church. Thursday evening was announced
that Junior Choir rehearsal was at 7:00. That is the only time Junior

Choir practice was mentioned. Senior Choir was at 8:00. The
Evening Circle was sponsoring a nursery during the worship hour for
children up to 5 years of age. An open house was at Lake Poinsett
United Methodist Camp from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm. July 18. The
treasurer’s report was printed in the bulletin. Some notes about that
are:
Annual budget for 1971 was $19,551
Bank balance, June 30 was $67.65
Current Bills Unpaid was $475.78
August Bulletins
Union Services with United Church of Christ were held at our church
at 10:00 August 1, 8, 15, and 22. The pastors each took two
Sundays. There was no church school in August. On the 29th there
were promotion exercises during the Worship Hour. Final plans were
made for the United Mission Fest of both churches. It was held at the
4-H Building Sunday, September 13 at 11:00, followed by a catered
dinner at noon. Dr. R.H. Huenemann, president of the Seminary in
the Twin Cities, was the Speaker. The Men’s Chorus blessed the
gathering with song and other special music rounded the program out.
There was an invitation to the 50th wedding anniversary of Sunday,
August 23, at Wesley Acres in Mitchell for Mr. and Mrs. Leland
Vessey. No gifts! Pastor Brekke went to Pastor’s School the week
following August 23. Sunday evening, August 30 at 6:00 the Delphian
Class, held a picnic at the Park Field House, bringing their own meal.
Bishop James Armstrong began a special radio series entitled The
Bridge. The program included music by area groups and a sermon.
An invitation was issued from the faculty of the United Methodist
School of Nursing to attend its capping ceremony Wednesday,
September 2.
September Bulletins
September 6, at 2:30 at our church was an open house honoring Mr.
and Mrs. Kenneth Miller for their 35th wedding anniversary. No gifts.
Family lay retreat at Lake Poinsett Methodist Camp was held
September 12. Everett Matzigkeit, from Salisbury, Rhodesia spoke
September 18. Refreshments were served after the service. Many
church groups began meeting. The Commission on Missions was
meeting to plan this service. Children were invited to come. An
invitation was issued to address envelopes, bring your typewriter, and
meet at the United Church of Christ to complete a mail campaign in

Jerauld County for George W. Sturgen, the field Director of Christian
Rural Overseas Program. This was a hunger walk program where a
25% of the funds raised were returned to the host community. My
reference was www.crophungerwalk.org. The first session of
confirmation was held at 10:00 Saturday morning where parents were
asked to come. An invitation for a Rhythm Choir to girls was
extended. They were to see Mrs. George Blumenauer. September
27 they observed annual Christian Education Sunday. They took an
offering for special projects helping the local church. One of the
purposes of this offering was to purchase equipment for back-packing
for the Black Hills Youth Camp.
October Bulletins
Finance Committee, Administrative Board, Circles 3,2,1 and Evening
Circle, Methodist Youth Group, Methodist Men, and Confirmation
Class met the first week of the month. Laymen’s Day was a special
service planned for the second Sunday in October. Methodist Youth
Fellowship hosted other youth groups for their annual Halloween
“Tricks or Treats” canvass. This year the money went to Christian
Rural Overseas Program. The Free Methodist Church had a Mortgage
Burning ceremony. An announcement was made that there were
plans for A Great Day of Singing Nov. 1 at 7:00 in our church. Charge
Conference was held Thursday at 8:00 with slides being shown of
church activities. Also the District Superintendent was showing film
strips.
November Bulletins
Besides the regular weekly meetings there was a training meeting for
visitation teams. This was a small group whose purpose was to visit
every church member. Film strips were shown. They were to secure
commitments for the church budget. Union services were held at the
Immanuel Baptist Church for Thanksgiving Day at 10:00. It was
announced that the Aurora-Brule Community Chorus was presenting
their Christmas Cantata at our church. The offering was sent to
Dooley Orphanage in Saigon, Vietnam. A beautifying the interior of
the church building venture was launched depending on how much
help in the form of labor and the funding came.
December Bulletins
Advent candle lighting blessed the worship service during the
Christmas Season. The Tuesday after December 6 Bishop Armstrong
and Rev. Dilley presented a report on their recent visit to South

America. Both men spoke. The Evening Circle had their Christmas
party. Christmas Eve at 7:00 December 20, a Family Vesper Service
was given. The college and high school students were asked to
remain after the service to participate in planning Student Recognition
Day on the 27th. The music and other parts of the service was by the
students. Pastor Brekke and Mrs. Brekke announced that instead of
sending greeting cards to the membership for Christmas they were
contributing $50 for the United Methodist Committee of Overseas
Relief. Then they wished us the best and rich blessings throughout
the coming New Year!
The Year Book of the South Dakota Conference of The United
Methodist Church showed that gifts included the World Service and
Conference fund, the Special Gifts fund, General Advance Special,
One Great Hour of Giving, Fellowship of Suffering and Service, United
Methodist Student Day, Youth Services Fund, Race relations Sunday,
Fund for Reconciliation, Conference for Advance Specials, and
Hospital – Gold Cross. These opportunities were available to every
church in the conference. Some of them we chose to decline.
In conclusion, I certainly cannot help but feel pleased that in 1970
God led these every day Christians to participate in a large array of
Christian activities and enriched their lives and then through their
giving, people in other countries. I give many thanks to the previous
historian and that committee for preserving these bulletins. I am
grateful to Hub, Laura, and Gladys Kieser who were marvelous
references and Leah Burnison for her helpful suggestions.

A Thank You from WSCCG
Just a quick word of thanks to all who volunteered to make this
year’s wagon train and bull bash concessions a success. 13 from
our church family signed on and although several couldn’t fulfill
their duties due to this stinking virus and other conflicts, we still
thank you all for making the effort to at least say “yes” when
asked to help. Next month we’ll be able to tell you about what
the proceeds from this fall’s endeavors look like, but as we
always say, “It ain’t all about the money!
Until later, thanks again to the volunteers! And God Bless!
Hub, perennial WSCCG chair

Wessington Springs United Methodist Church
Administrative Council / September 16, 2020
I. Devotions – were based on Matthew 8:27; Turbulence.
II. Call to order Gerald Kraft called the meeting to order with Hub &
Laura Kieser, Sandy Wenzel, Lisa Edwards and Pastor Zach
present. Those on Zoom; Randy & Gretchen Burnison, Lynda &
Kirk Luymes and Jan Krohmer.
III. Secretary Minutes – A motion was made to approve the June 24th
Special Ad Council Meeting Minutes. M/ S (Lisa / Sandy) Motion
carried A motion was made to approve the July 29th Ad Council
Minutes. M/ S (Hub / Lisa) Motion carried
IV. Treasurer Report – A motion was made to approve the Treasurer
report. M/ S (Laura / Sandy) Motion carried
V. Finance Report – The balance in the bank is better today than a
year ago at this time and seems to be stable.
VI. Committee Reports
a. PPR – Any input for Pastor Salary is welcome. Contact anyone
from the PPR committee.
b. Lay-Leader – We were blessed with a $10,000.00 donation to
repair the bell tower and if there is anything left it can go toward the
ramp project.
c. Trustees – Kirk has lights for the Kindergarten room like the ones
he put in the basement but hasn’t had the time to install them yet.
- Hoping to start the ramp project as well as the bell tower yet this
month.
- Kirk will do some research on the ceiling stain in the narthex and
make a plan to repair the damage.
d. Worship – Jan’s opinion hasn’t changed on singing in church
where COVID is concerned.
e. Membership – 96 Full, 46 Constituents and 13 Preparatory = 155
Total Members.
f. Education – Sunday school Kick off is planned for October with
delay or start based on volunteers and kids in attendance.
- Gretchen and Shelley will co-leader the nursery program, providing
information as it develops.
g. Action Teams – Tammy and Dennis took a load of donations to Ft.
Thompson with it all being given away on July 31st!

h. Outreach – Adam Burnison is coordinating Solar Oven Partners
out of Rapid City. Randy will provide an article for the newsletter to
see if we can get a group together to serve them for a day.
- We are still collecting Tree of Life shoebox ministry funds if anyone
wishes to donate.
- Our Compassion Child, Miguel is fully funded for the next year.
Thanks for the support!
i. Community Youth Group – Begins October 21st.
j. Historian – Gretchen is working on another article for the
newsletter.
k. Pastor – 27th Session – Annual Conference will be October 10,
virtually. Registration must be received by September 27th.
VII. Old Business – UMC will not be serving Pheasants Forever for
their season opener.
VIII. New Business
a. Annual Conference: Pastor asked for a volunteer to serve
as a lay delegate to the Annual Conference. Laura Kieser
expressed interest. A motion was made to cease
nominations and cast a unanimous vote for Laura Kieser to
be the lay representative for the church. M/ S (Lisa / Sandy)
Motion carried
b. Worship service: A motion was made to continue drive-in
church “as is” through November 1st. M/ S (Sandy / Lisa).
After much discussion, Laura called the question. With 5
Yah’s and 5 Nay’s Gerald broke the tie by voting Nay,
making the Motion fail.
i. A new motion was made to continue drive-in
service through September 27th (2 more weeks) at
Total Oil, then transition to in-church worship,
incorporating drive-in service (in-vehicle) at the
same location by having radio transmission
available for those who wish to remain in their
vehicles with reserved parking and other
conveniences being offered. M / S (Zach / Randy)
Motion carried (unanimous)
IX. Adjournment - A motion was made to adjourn. M (Lisa / Sandy)
Adjourned.
Laura Kieser, Secretary

