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Wessington Springs
United Methodist Church
“We will nurture each other and spread the
Spirit of Christian love to all”.
Our mission statement

From the Desk of Pastor Zach
The Autumn season is here, and we are charging forward in ministry
to our community and to one another. Our mission as a church family
is to make disciples for the transformation of the world. The ‘world’
means our family, our friends, our community and beyond. So, when
we gather on Sunday morning to praise God and witness to our faith
we are also becoming equipped and encouraged to share the love and
truth of Jesus Christ. The people in this area need you and this
church.
September marked the start of my 5th year of ministry here in Jerauld
County and I am thankful I can serve alongside you. As your pastor I
will do any and everything I can, short of sin, to partner with you in
connecting people to Jesus. May we all continue to grow in faith and
grow in passion for reaching out - all in Jesus’ name.
“You will be my witnesses…” - Jesus
If there are those you know who do not have a church home or have
not participated with a church family in some time, I am encouraging
you to reach out to them and invite them to church with you. Tell them
you’d love it if they came and that you have a seat by you just for
them. Even if they decline this invite, they are still being reminded that
you care for them and for where they will spend eternity. You never
know what someone might be going through and your loving
connection and invite might mean the world to that person. May we be
a church, a Christian family of families, that truly loves and serves
with those in our community.
WSUMC
Website: www.springsumc.com
Online Worship Services: SpringsUMC.com/Sermons
Facebook.com/WessingtonSpringsUMC
Pastor Zach Kingery
zach.kingery@gmail.com
Cell 605.838.6303
Office 605.539-1567

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit
Health Concerns – Baxton Gentles, Glen Hohn, Phyllis Comes
Flying, David Arnott, Phyllis Arhart, Tony Willman, Brian VanBuren,
Quinn Mohling, Steve & Marcia Deneke.
Cancer Fight – Sandy Beckman, Steve Speck, Kathie Allstot,
Becky Leslie, Casey Bridgman, Adaline Schmit (Leukemia)
granddaughter of Fred & Mary Reiner, Jay Kannenberg,
Kaydance Horsley, Cindy Lutter, Amber Kolousek, Pauline Kaus,
Cory Hainy, Brian Canca, Jared Jost, Sean Rubino, Louise
Schaller, Denice Hein, Jerry Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil Deneke
and Sonnie Schimke.
Nursing Home – Evelyn Weaver, Abbie Younie, Joyce Beckman,
Dorothy Powell, Bessie Kruse and Rochelle Witte. All who are
cared for in nursing homes around the world and their care
givers.
Other Concerns
For the family of Elda Grey as they grieve for the loss of their
loved one.
For our compassion child Miguel and his brother Rafael.
For those working in Missions; Mitch and Sonja Kraft.
For the people of Afghanistan and those leaving the region.
Praises - Baxton Gentles test results were negative. Life is good
and his family is proud of him and his accomplishemnts!

The POWER of PRAYING
We have had a sign-up sheet for the Prayer Chain on a clip
board in the Fellowship Chapel for a while now and I believe
we are just about ready to finalize the form that our
participants will receive.
If you have not signed up and wish to do so, please contact
me so I can add you to the list.
Laura Kieser, Secretary
genevieve@venturecomm.net
Home 605.539-1941

Cell 605.999-0084

MORE NOTES FROM A THANKFUL MEMBER
In the nearly ten years of notes, I have repeated myself a
time or two. In nearly ten years, OOPS! There I go again… I’ll
cut right to the chase. This congregation is chuck full of folks
who do what needs to be done and most of them, if not all,
prefer to do what is needed without accolades. That is a noble
trait, however, that does not mean we can’t recognize them for
the gifts and efforts that they put forth on behalf of this church,
for the betterment of this church and here is my case in point.
Randy B. is for all intent purposes a humble servant of the
Lord and a faithful member and worker in this, God’s church,
that we call our faith home. For several years, I’ve nominated
Randy for a prestigious award given out annually to individuals
who are exemplary of what it means to be a good South
Dakotan. Thus far, he has not been chosen, but with your help
next year might just be the year and here are just some of the
reasons I’m unrelenting in this mission and why he is the best
candidate to be recognized.
Remember the farm crisis if the early eighties? We lost a lot
of young farmers during those harsh economic years, Even
though they were going through some of the same pains and
anxieties as the rest, Randy and Gretchen attended those
community meetings that were addressing the issues of the
times, but instead of crying about “wo-is-me”, their statements
were; “What can we do to help?” “How do we help get the
resources that our poor neighbors need?”
Strong. Faith. Humble.
Fast forward some twenty or so years and who was the first
to say, “What can we do to help?” when parts of Texas,
Oklahoma and Kansas went up in flames and feed for cattle and
fencing were in dire need of those fire affected folks? Randy.
And, just a few years later when the Lemon fire of last winter
left many in that region with the same needs of those down

south just a few years before? Randy. When help is needed,
there you will find Randy and Gretchen (they ARE a team)!
You can add in all the things they do behind the scenes in
your church and all the volunteer efforts they both perform, like
the Tree of Life, ministry for one, and you can see why thanks
for them both are indeed in need to be repeated.
Thank God for Randy, and Gretchen too, the next time your
in prayer, and don’t forget to thank them personally when you
see them, they’re here in worship nearly every Sunday. The
Burnison’s. Two REALLY good reasons the United Methodist
Church of Wessington Springs, IS!
God Bless you both!

Thankful member, Hub Kieser

Wessington Springs United Methodist Church
Administrative Council / September 15, 2021
I. Call to order – Gerald Kraft called the meeting to order with Hub
and Laura Kieser, Sandy Wenzel, Lila Hoffman, Pastor Zach, and
Diane Winter present.
Unable to attend were Kirk & Lynda Luymes, Jan Krohmer,
Randy & Gretchen Burnison and Lisa Edwards.
II. Devotions – by Pastor Zach read a quote by Randy Alcorn and
Proverbs 3:5-6.
III. Secretary Minutes – Zach Moved to approve July 21, 2021,
minutes. Second by Lila, motion carried
IV. Treasurer Report – Moved to approve by Laura, second by
Sandy, carried.
V. Finance Report – We are doing alright, but “barely keeping up. A
budget meeting will be scheduled after PPR meets for the Pastor
compensation review.
VI. Committee Reports - Pastor provided reports for some of those
unable to attend the meeting.
a. PPR – Randy has asked for input from the council, and he will set a
meeting for the pastor compensation review.
b. Lay-Leader – No report.
c. Trustees – The storm glass for the bell tower has been ordered.
- Appreciation for a job well done on the arches… they look
wonderful!
- The grant for the AED was awarded, payment was made, and the
AED arrived at the church. Trustees will need to figure where and how
it will get mounted and charged.
d. Membership – We had one death lowering Full Membership to 92.
We have 56 Constituents, and with two baptisms and an update on a
record previously missed, we have 17 Preparatory members making
our total Members equal to 165.
e. Worship – Encouraging congregational sharing during worship
service. Choir set to start mid October. Retry potluck after the service
once a month (probably the 1st Sunday… communion Sunday). Pulpit
fill, Jeff Pospisil, will need help to lead the service and serve
communion (Pastor Zach will bless the elements).
f. Historian – No Report
g. Outreach – No Report

h. Education – Sunday school starts Sept. 19. No teachers signed up
and no one has expressed interest.
- Confirmation begins Oct. 13th on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each
month at WS UMC from 6:30 – 7:30 pm. Springs and Alpena to
combine making 21 students with the families providing meals.
- Community Youth Group begins Oct. 6th weekly at Our Saviors
Lutheran Church, 6:30 – 8:00 pm. WS UMC provided meals and
programs in January. Will need lay volunteers as Pastor will only be
available the first week of January. Julie Kraft will coordinator the
meals but will require volunteers to help.
- AWANA – Gerald continues to volunteer weekly from 5:30 – 7 pm.
Sandy brought up some good questions. Laura will talk with Natalie
Bartel to see if she can do a presentation during worship some Sunday
in October. Consider doing a “Noisy Offering” to help with costs.
i. Pastor – Vacation planned for September 26th – October 4th. He will
also be in Washburn, ND Oct. 30th for Rural Ministry Conference.
- Charge Conference October 28th at 6:30 pm in WS UMC with
Alpena and Woonsocket (Spirit of Faith) joining us. Diane Winter has
volunteered to coordinate a simple meal (breaking bread together).
Council Reports need to be to Laura Kieser by the 17th of October.
VII. Old Business – The Craft Fair has been canceled this year so no
concessions opening pheasant season.
VIII. New Business – Laura moved and Sandy second to order 10 small
and 10 large Upper Rooms to decrease the number of copies going
to the recycle trailer. Motion Carried.
- There is need to declutter the office behind the pulpit. Ask
trustees to see about removing equipment no longer in use. Ask
Jeff Pospisil, Dakotas Conference Treasure what is needed for
financial records so we can shred what isn’t need, giving room for
current space needs. Also consider sorting through cabinets in the
choir room, the storage room and the Chapel Altar for the same
reason.
IX. Adjournment – Sandy moved and Zach second to adjourn,
Carried.
Laura Kieser, Secretary

