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Wessington Springs
United Methodist Church
“We will nurture each other and spread the
Spirit of Christian love to all”.
Our mission statement

All Women are invited to join in a weekly time of
prayer every Sunday afternoon at 1:30 at the church.
Join with other women as we pray for our community,
our churches, specific needs, and each other.

Pastor’s Charge Conference Report 2018
Church family,
The UMC Book of Discipline defines the mission of the
church as “to make disciples of Christ for the
transformation of the world.” At WSUMC, we strive to fulfill
that mission through our mission statement “We will nurture
each other and spread the spirit of Christian love to all.”
Because of this, everything we do is in order to share the
Good News of Jesus Christ throughout rural South Dakota
and the world, to help each other live out God’s call to
grow in love of God and neighbor, reach new people,
and heal a broken world - All for God’s glory, in the name
of Jesus.
Since our last Charge Conference in November of 2017
we have served and loved our community in many ways.
During the Christmas season we delivered over 60
Christmas Food Baskets with each containing a large
turkey or ham. We served the First Responders of Jerauld
County, and their families, by serving a full steak dinner
and having a Sioux Falls Firefighter address the need for
proper mental and spiritual health - and also share the
Gospel. We participated in Creation Care in clearing the
Nature Trail and Stratton Park. Coming up in November we
will once again join together to love our neighbors during
Rake the Town by serving free of self and raking lawns
across Wessington Springs.
As we have increased our local missions and service,
we have also increased our support of missions work
regionally and globally. We hosted Phyllis Comes Flying,
inviting her to speak about her passion to serve the people

of Ft. Thompson and Crow Creek Reservation. We
supported Bryn and Lindsey Dubs on their short term
mission trip to Kenya, and continue to support Mitch and
Sonja Kraft in their long term mission in Kathmandu, Nepal
as well as Mindy Kraft in campus ministry with Athletes in
Action.
Our presence in the community has increased as well.
During the Independence Day parade we had a float
and handed out cold drinks to the crowds lining the
streets, around 350 cans of soda were handed out - each
with a label containing our church information. On that
same day we also hosted the Turtle Races for kids with a
rolling pin toss and fence post driving contest for adults.
We launched our website, SpringsUMC.com and began
uploading the weekly sermon in mid-July. July 19th, our
Praise Band performed an hour long set of Christian music
and delivered the message of the Gospel at Shakespeare
Garden for the “Music in the Garden” series - an event
well attended by the community.
As your Pastor I have continued in the development of
my education and calling. I attended and completed
Licensing School becoming a Licensed Local Pastor as of
July 1. Since coming to this congregation in 2016 I have
been participating in a series of UMC Clergy educational
gatherings called Clergy Leadership Academy, which
have also helped me learn and adapt to the United
Methodist denomination. Recently, I attended the Rural
Matters Conference to strengthen my passion and
understanding of rural ministry. Rural communities and
churches play a vital role in the presence of a Christian
faith in North America. I am excited to begin developing a

vibrant rural ministry mindset within the churches I serve
and in the Dakotas Conference. Thank you for the love
and support you have shown me and my family as we
seek to serve you and advance God’s Kingdom.

yours. I can only lead, encourage, and empower our
congregation - which is each of you - to choose faith over
comfort and preference as we advance God’s Kingdom
together.

As we have faithfully served the Lord, God has been
faithful to us. Together we have grown in our knowledge
and understanding of what it means to truly be the
church. To quote the Kingdom minded hymn “The church
is not a building, the church is not a steeple (bell tower in
our case), the church is not a resting place, the church is a
people!” As the church we have increased our witness,
service, and presence in the community of Wessington
Springs - but it is just the beginning of who we are
becoming as the Body of Christ.

Moving forward, as a church family we must begin to
live our eternal lives now - living as disciples of Jesus who
make disciples of Jesus. Each of you must commit to pray
fervently, love unconditionally, give generously, serve
freely, and witness boldly; Sharing God's love with a world
hungry for the Good News: Christ has come. Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
In Christ, Pastor Zach

And yet, I would be less than honest if I didn’t
acknowledge the present reality of our congregation. The
numerical decline of our congregation that has been
present for many years (since 1990) has continued. As
members have gone on to their reward, as the population
of Wessington Springs has decreased, and as society has
increasingly become a post-Christendom culture - we
face not an uncertain future, but a certainty: the message
of the Gospel is desperately needed, but the methods in
which we convey that holy message must continue to
develop. As believers committed to participating in the
Mission of God, which is to reconcile all people to Him
through faith in Jesus Christ, we face a decision: Will we
choose Method or Message? As your pastor, I stand firm in
knowing that we must uphold the message of the Gospel
above all else; methods come and go, it is the Message to
which we hold firm. The choice to do so, however, remains

Pastor Zach Kingery:
zach.kingery@gmail.com
Office 605.539-1567
Cell 605.838-6303
Letter from Phyllis Comes Flying
“Wessington Springs, United Methodist Church. Thank
you all wonderful Christian people for all your prayers
for our beloved son, Weldon, Kiya and son, Lorik, and
myself.
Weldon is doing fine, back at work. Kiya is slowly
recovering from the car accident. Still wearing a neck
brace and in a wheel chair. Little Lorik is doing fine,
tries to talk, will be 1 year old in December.
All your love, prayers, friendship at Wessington Springs
United Methodist Church is greatly appreciated by our
families.
Thank you, we love you all, and God bless.
Love and Prayers,
Phyllis & Family
Kiya and Lorik’s Family”

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit!
Health Concerns – Vernon Schimke & Joyce Rogers.
Lindsey Dubs, Quinn Mohling, Cindy Rimpo, Shawn Rubino
Tiny Gohring, Brian Kolousek, Logan Knippling & Steve
Deneke. Phyllis Comes Flying, Kiya & son & Weldon. Beverly
Sorensen, Laura Kieser, Bob Hine, Dale Leischner, Harold
Hotchkiss, Olivia Jo Munce, Gloria Fastnacht, Don & Dawn
Novak, David Grieve, Henrietta Doering, Drake Rounds,
Heath Huberg, Leslie Vinderslev, G. Ann Cline, Curtis &
Casey Huffman & Camdyn Isaiah, Annie Holset, Dave
VonEye, Larry Myers, Marilyn Larson & Christi Swenson.
Cancer Fight – Nan White, Craig Leslie, Denice Hein, Jerry
Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil Deneke, Calvin Hinrichs, Jackie
Johnson & Sonnie Schimke.
Nursing Home – Melvin Schorzman, Don Kraft, Ray Symes,
Bessie Kruse, Allen Rasmussen & Mavis Sterns. All who are
cared for in nursing homes around the world and their
care givers.
Other Concerns – The families of Jill Classen, Randy Doty
and Lester Weber. Irene Olson, Betty Hines & family, Sid &
Amanda Dreyer & family. Jesse & Shawn Block, the
Huberg/Salmen family and Becky Leslie. Mitch & Sonja
Kraft (Nepal), our compassion child Miguel and our local
Mission Team.
Pray for God to be at work in our lives as we reach out in
our community and beyond!
Blessings – AJ Neely medaling at State.
Thankful – For Pastor Zach and the sermons that he
provides for our spiritual education!
Gretchen’s mom is back on her own again.
Brian Bergeleen & Sharon Krueger are doing well.
Secretary, Laura Kieser: genevieve@venturecomm.net
House 605.539-1941
Cell 605.999-0084

“MORE NOTES” FROM A THANKFUL MEMBER
10/9/2018
As of late, I’ve been somewhat stuck on the theme of
volunteers and volunteerism and this little submission will
dabble just a bit further in that area. For the month of
September, an undertaking has been under way of a very great
magnitude… an annual deep cleaning of the entire (almost)
church building! That is not a small task and it can not be done
by one or two individuals, it takes a group of… you guessed it…
VOLUNTEERS!
Our Lay Leader, Lynda organized and put to work a varied
group of folks who came in at different times and accomplished
varied and different tasks with the end result being a clean and
freshened facility that we all can be very proud of and we need
to thank her and all those other folks who worked so hard and
without want of acknowledgement or reward. A fine job was
done by all! But, what of all that work and why is it so
important to be done?
When our forefathers (and mothers) planned and built this
magnificent facility, they were working with a growing
community that needed a facility to accommodate a rapidly
growing Methodist community and they succeeded in the
creation of what we have today. This building has been the
sight of oh-so-many large and important gatherings over the
years, It has been the home of some early and extremely large
annual conferences, missions, community gatherings, large
weddings and many large funerals for members and nonmembers alike and all because of the vision that those early
folks had of a church, a facility that could accommodate a
growing and close community. Until they had their own gym,
the local college even used our basement as that was part of
the plan for this building. Before the Carnegie Library was in
existence, this building housed the community’s library needs.
This has been a highly functional and used place and we are
tasked today to care for it.
It has been said many times that this fine facility is the most
grand one of its kind in Wessington Springs. It has also been

said, this church building is an albatross around our collective
necks. A thought that is hard to take… and one that is hard to
argue! I choose to look at it in this way: God is continually
challenging us to take care of His house because of a plan of
His that has yet to be revealed. Think about that for a moment.
If we had a smaller facility, upkeep would be less, utilities would
be a little less and room for growth, room for those things
unplanned, like huge weddings and even larger funeral… and
the growth of our United Methodist community would be
limited. This congregation is being challenged to keep watch, to
keep vigilant, to keep prepared for what ever is to come.
Four years ago, we were challenged to house all the
supplies needed for those who’s lives were devastated by the
tornado. Three or four times in the last few years we have
opened up the west sing for expected over-flow crowds. We
have held large events such as “One of Twelve” and last years’
second performance of the Christmas Cantata. ‘Though not all
that often, we have been prepared to do what our community
asks us to do, for whatever reason. To handle their event,
whatever it may be. We; ARE challenged!! And that challenge is
far from over.
What ever the future holds for us, we are to a large degree,
responsible for the continuance of the care for this facility that
our fore-bearers and our God has challenged us with. And if we
all want to be, we ARE, up to the task. If we want to be. It
takes a village, and it takes members supporting that which is
theirs and ours. It takes us ALL!
I am forever thankful for what we have here in our facility
and I pray often that we might meet the challenge that it is for
us. But, for sure, I AM thankful for it, and all that God has given
me and you, even when it seems an almost un-enviable
challenge. Oh, and THANK YOU, to all who work so very hard to
care for it, A-men? A-MEN!
Hub Kieser, thankful,
and maybe a little perplexed member

November 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Pastor Zach Kingery
605.838.6303

A = Anniversary
B = Birthday
P = Pastor
O = Other

WSUMC Website
www.springsumc.com

Wed

Thu

1

4

5

AWANA @ Immanuel P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
Baptist Church
5:30 Supper
6 – 7:30 Lessons

Fri

Sat

2

3

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

O – 9:00 am Rake the
Town Event
B = Chuck Faulhaber

6

7

8

9

10

O – 10:30 am Fellowship P – Day Off
11 am - Church Service B = Chuck Faulhaber
Pot-Luck after service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
Prayer Group

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am
B = Drew Kraft

P – Alpena
O – AWANA @ IBC
6 – 7:30 pm
O - CYG @ OSL
6:30 – 8 pm

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
A = Duke & Karen
Wenzel

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

O – 9:00 am Shoe Box
Ministry Event – Help
prepare shoe boxes
for Tree of Life.
UMC Chapel

11

17

13

14

15

16

P – Day Off
O – 9:30 am Choir
10:30 am Fellowship B = Julie Kaus
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
Prayer Group

12

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am

P – Ministerial Meeting
10 – 11 am
O – AWANA @ IB
O - CYG @ OSL
6:30 – 8 pm

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

18

20

21

22

23

24

P – Day Off
O – 9:30 am Choir
10:30 am Fellowship B = Penny Wenzel
11 am - Church Service B = Sandy Wenzel
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
Prayer Group
B = Tammy Mettler

19

P & O – Bible Study @ P – Alpena
the Manor 10 am
O – AWANA @ IB
P – Manor Communion O - CYG @ OSL
4:15 – 4:30 pm
6:30 – 8 pm
O – Newsletter
Information Due!

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

B = Don Price

25

27

28

29

30

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am
B = Linda Burg

P – Alpena
O – AWANA @ IB
O - CYG @ OSL
6:30 – 8 pm
B = Cally Faulhaber

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
B = Haley Hohn

26

P – Day Off
O – 9:30 am Choir
10:30 am Fellowship
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
Prayer Group
B = Zachery Kingery
B = Greg Vavra

