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Wessington Springs
United Methodist Church
“We will nurture each other and spread the
Spirit of Christian love to all”.
Our mission statement

From the Desk of Pastor Zach
Each day is full of opportunity and opportunity leads us to
moments of decision.
Do you believe God has a purpose for your life? I do. Do you
believe God has a purpose for WSUMC? I do.
“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”
Ephesians 2:10
On Sunday, October 6th, our Administrative Council chairperson
Gerald Kraft announced during the worship service that we are
currently in discussion with WS UCC and Templeton UCC about
a possible merger into one church. These conversations began
with the necessary members of our church council as well as
the Templeton/WS UCC parish board. Strategically, each of our
churches - in their present state - know that their time is limited
due to a number of reasons. Thankfully, we are not a people
without hope. We know that God works and moves in powerful
ways, we just need to be a people of faith and prayer who are in
tune with the Holy Spirit and follow his leading.
I believe that God has been leading us toward this change - a
change that is Kingdom focused and not guided by self-interest
or fear. Change is not something to be feared; as a Christian
people change and transformation are to be desired.
These discussions of a merger are not about the death of a
church (or churches) but rather they are about life - new life!
Greater numbers, more resources, renewed vision and vigor
with which we will advance God’s Kingdom and proclaim the
Gospel of Christ.
As of my writing this, the way in which the merger will occur is
still yet to be determined. Everyone must understand that we
are moving forward knowing that if we make this about
ourselves (‘my’ church, ‘my’ opinions, etc.) that it will fail; so we
are moving forward focusing on God’s leading.

We have a desire to be a church that can reach out to the many
in our community who have no church home; we have a desire
to see a greater faith impact on our youth; we have a desire to
not simply survive as a church - but thrive for God’s Kingdom.
I am excited for this time and for this opportunity to look forward
to what God has for us. All three of the churches have a rich
history of working together. We all have a foundation in God’s
Word. We all have a desire to see God’s will done, not our own.
We believe that God is leading us through this time. What we
need now is your support.
With so much still yet to be determined, I know there are many
questions. Here is one thing I can tell you with certainty: when
God’s people respond to His leading the Evil One always
attacks. If this time is not surrounded in prayer it will fail.
Knowing this, here is what I ask of you:
Will you commit to praying for the joint merger committee once
a day until this process is complete?
Will you commit to praying for the leadership of WSUMC,
Templeton UCC, and WS UCC?
Please pray asking for wisdom, discernment, and that we follow
God’s guidance to further His Kingdom in our community.
All Women are invited
to join in a weekly
time of prayer every
Sunday afternoon at
1:30 at the church.
Join with other
women as we pray for
our community, our
churches, specific
needs, and each other.

MORE NOTES FROM A VERY THANKFUL MEMBER
10/20/2019
So… in visiting with Pastor Zach a few days back, the question
came up about, should the being investigated merger with the
UCC congregation come to fruition, how do we operate right
now with the projects that may progress and folks who may be
interested in membership and some other valid points that may
involve our church. To lay the background of this subject for
those who may be oblivious to the merging talks that were
brought forth to the membership a couple of weeks ago, yes,
the officers of ours and the UCC congregations are in the
beginnings of “talks” about possibly merging together and
studying what such a “marriage” might look like. This isn’t
something new. About forty years or so ago,. A similar proposal
was made and the eventual outcome of an official vote by all
congregations involved was rejection. Two congregations voted
for a merger and one voted against, I am very sad to say, I
believe ours was the dissenting vote. But, back to our
conversation…
As much as many of us would like to see such an event take
place, decisions of this magnitude must not be made in haste. It
could take six to twelve months down the road before a merger
is decided, or sadly, rejected yet again. I’ve stated many times
through out my adult life that eighty percent of change is bad
and I stand by that emphatically. That said, twenty percent of
change is good and many times, great and no matter what, a
change is inevitable, this world of ours is ever changing since its
very beginning and it shall continue to change forever. If we
should just stop and wait to do things and see how the next
change or changes take shape, well, we will be forever stuck in
a limbo, change, no change, what does it matter? It matters a
lot! Our society and furthermore our churches must advance,
move forward if we indeed want to experience advancement
and improvement. Stagnation leads to indifference and then to
apathy and heaven knows, there is way too much apathy
already in our society. Myself, I prefer to move forward.

Nothing may change. After all the study and talks are had, it
could be decided that a “change” might be just too soon, and
then what? Might just as well have done those things we
wanted to do in the first place. A change takes place? Nothing
done between now and then will be wasted and those “things”
will not hinder a future that looks a lot like God’s people
choosing to be together and to worship Him as a community of
believers! And, isn’t that just about exactly what we would want
to believe He would want for us, to worship Him together, as a
community , a congregation of Christians reaching out and
praising our Lord and Father, our Creator and spreading His
love through out the world? I gotta think so! But, this may be
just a passing thought brought about by a simple and pleasant
conversation with someone whom we look at as our spiritual
leader and friend and a very thankful member, both of which
hope to see the future look brighter and really, really, long, sort
of like this “notes”, for this community of God’s people and our
own church family.
I am just so, so thankful that as the United Methodist Church of
Wessington Springs, we are thoughtfully considering our
“future” and the advancement of Gods kingdom, where positive
change can be an embraced subject and not thought of as a
horrendous end to life as we know it! In God, all things are
possible. I think I heard that one before, how about you?
God bless our church, our members and our leadership, they
are surely something to be “VERY” thankful for, and please pray
for the future of this family of believers, all three families, as a
possible transition might take place and that such a transition
will be better for all and be accepted well in His sight. A-men?
A-men!
Just a long winded, thankful member, Hub Kieser

Pastor Zach Kingery: zach.kingery@gmail.com
Office 605.539-1567 Cell 605.838-6303

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit

Unclaimed Cash in South Dakota

Health Concerns – Dorothy Powell, Cindy & Bill Weier, Mary
Anna Jones, Tony Willman, Cory Hainy, Brian VanBuren, Kathy
Rose, Carol Steffensen, Cecile Knight, Joyce Rogers, Lindsey Dubs,
Quinn Mohling, Tiny Gohring & Steve Deneke. Phyllis Comes
Flying and her sister Hattie Thigh, Dale Leischner, Olivia Jo Munce,
Don & Dawn Novak and Dawn’s mom, David Grieve, Drake
Rounds, Leslie Vinderslev, G. Ann Cline, Annie Holset, Marilyn
Larson & Christi Swenson.

You may have seen the commercials on TV stating that there is
over $600 million in the State Treasurer’s office that belongs to the
citizens of South Dakota. In a long story shortened, I decided to
help clean up the money belonging to Wessington Springs
residents. In this process I checked every name listed A-Z in the
Venture Communications Phone Book for 2018-2019. Many of the
people I searched for have some money to claim. I have already or
am in the process of notifying you if I found any cash belonging to
you. I also created an instruction sheet to help with claiming the
cash. A copy of the instructions is included in this newsletter. I
would be happy to help anyone with the process of claiming the
cash. Because many people no longer have a land line, there are
citizens that I have not been able to check. If you would like me to
help you do that, please give me a call. I can be reached or left a
message at 539-1958.

Cancer Fight – Gloria Fastnacht, Brian Canca, Jared Jost, Sean
Rubino, Louise Schaller, Denice Hein, Jerry Jassmer, Jim Marvin,
Cecil Deneke, Jackie Johnson and Sonnie Schimke.
Nursing Home – LaVonne Beckman, Joyce Beckman, Beverly
Sorensen, Dorothy Powell, Don Kraft & Bessie Kruse. All who are
cared for in nursing homes around the world and their care givers.
Other Concerns – Prayers for the families of Eileen Tobin, Melvin
Schorzman and Heath Huberg.
For our church, our leaders and those involved in our community
who are exploring opportunities to grow in Christ and His church.
For Jackie Johnson and her family; that they may have comfort and
strength.
Our compassion child Miguel and his brother Rafael.
Bill Rimpo, Becky Leslie, Irene Olson, Betty Hines & family, Jesse
& Shawn Block and the Huberg/Salmen family.
Those working in Missions; Mindy Kraft, Mitch & Sonja Kraft and
our Action Team.
Blessings, thanks… plus a CHALLENGE from the Randy Burnison
family, who have pledged up to $2,250.00, (approximately half of the
cost) to replace the windows in the Pastor’s church office and the
cry room. Those interested in helping with this expense should:
Make checks payable to the WS UMC with “Church Windows” in
the memo line please.

It’s important to note that we should be checking this website
yearly to assure our property is all accounted for. Also, first and
last names can be turned around and addresses not up-to-date
which is why the property didn’t get to us in the first place.
If the state is spending money through postage and commercials
trying to get the property to us, it is important that we do our part
in trying to claim the property and clean up those entries.
Tammy Mettler
Miguel News
Celebrating Miguel’s 16th year!
Physical: 16 year olds in Brazil will likely…
• Know emergency evacuation techniques
• Have healthy fitness levels and regular physical activity
• Promote positive behaviors about health and sexuality
• Make a commitment to sexual purity
Pray for Miguel’s physical growth as he:
• Begins promoting positive behaviors about health and
sexuality
• Develops healthy fitness levels and engages in regular
physical activity

Thank you to everyone who brought items or
purchased/donated items to raise funds for Miguel. Our month
of September giving raised $167 for Miguel!
Tammy Mettler
Mitch & Sonja
We hope that you are all doing well and that this fall season
is treating you well. We continue to be grateful for your love
and support of the ministry here at BHSU. We are seeing God
move among students here and are excited to see what the
next few months hold. None of the stories that follow are
possible without you all praying and giving to allow us to be
available to athletes.
We have had many things to be grateful for and to praise
God for. The first week of school God opened the door to share
our love and care for the student athletes by speaking to all of
them during athlete orientation. This was a huge blessing as it
allowed Sonja and I to speak to all 300 athletes at once and let
them know that they are cared for and we are here on campus
to help them succeed in figuring out life and faith. After this
large meeting Mitch had the privilege to be invited to speak to
the Women’s basketball team during their fall getaway. God is
amazing at getting His message across clearly.
During the talk I wanted the team to know that Sonja and I
care about them, we are here to see them succeed, and we
believe that Jesus is the answer to that success. God knew
better than I how to convey this message. He orchestrated a
fairly inconvenient night of waiting through a 3 hour cold
football game, allowed me to help the team clean up the
concessions they were selling and then wait another 30
minutes while they all got ready to head 30 minutes out of
town. By the time I was able to talk with the basketball team it
was 10 PM on Friday night. All of these actions and
circumstances led the team to an understanding that I cared
about them as people. About 3 weeks after this happened one
of the ladies came and found me in the young center, BHSU’s
athletic building, and asked to meet with me. When we met the
next day she had questions about Christianity and how she
could believe in something she couldn’t see, feel, or hear. I

asked her if she had heard the Gospel before and she said she
hadn’t so I got to share the good news about Jesus and then
shared several stories from my life where I had seen, felt, and
heard God in my life. Please be praying for Rachel as she
ponders what she heard and that she would continue to ask
questions about God.
Another encouraging story from September is of Clay, a
cross country runner. Clay is battling back from some injuries
which has allowed me some unique time with him. One such
time was when he had to stay back from a meet because he
was healed but not in good enough shape to race. When the
Spirit prompted me to wish him good luck at the race I found
out he was still on the injured list. I quickly asked if he needed
a running partner that afternoon for his recovery run and he
said sure. We got to run and talk for 30 minutes and I later
heard through someone else that Clay is asking others why I
care so much about him. God is amazing at helping his church
meet the needs of this world if we will stop and listen for his
directions. Thank you, thank you for allowing our family to be
able to invest in the lives of these athletes.
May you be encouraged by 1 Samuel 30:24 today, as prayer
and support warriors you are sharing in the fruits of this
ministry as well.
Praises:
1. Athlete bible study has had good growth with several
sports represented
2. Campus Ventures has more men involved this year than
the last 3 years
3. Arbin is healthy, happy, and is just starting to roll over
which makes his parents act very goofy 
Prayers:
1. Several student athletes we have gotten to know are
struggling with mental health
2. Rachel to know the Lord as her Lord and Savior and the
chance to talk more with her
3. For men and women that Sonja and I can disciple more
intentionally.

Thank you for partnering with us and God to bring the truth of
the Gospel and discipleship to the athletes at BHSU. We love
hearing from you all as well. If you have any prayer requests
we would love to lift you up in prayer as well.
Blessings,
Mitch, Sonja, and Arbin

Arbin taking in a
BHSU home
Volleyball game.

Please take a moment and check out our website and consider
making a purchase. If you experience any difficulties or
problems please let us know right away so we can fix it
quickly. Because you have been with us through this journey
we are on, we are offering you all a 10% discount off of your
first purchase with us! Enter the code "supporter10" at the
checkout. If you live in the Spearfish area, you can pick up
your order from us and save the shipping. That option is
available at checkout.
https://mitchandsonja.wixsite.com/kraftspasal
We also have a few products that we can't list on our website.
These include headbands, stuffed animals, and kids boots. If
you are interested in these products, please stop by and see us
or email us and we can get you more information!
Thank you for your support of us! We hope you have a
wonderful day!

The family
supporting a
BHSU
Cross
Country
memorial run.

A Mitch & Sonja UPDATE
We are excited to share some news with you. We mentioned a
few months ago that Sonja would be running a small store
from our home that sells items from businesses we know in
Nepal, including Purnaa. Well we are officially a business and
the website is live! Our business is called Kraft's Pasal. You are
the first people to get to see it! We wanted to get it finished in
time for you to do Christmas shopping if you want to. All of the
products are ethically made and we personally know the
owners of these businesses and have been to their factories
several times. We are excited for this opportunity to share
products that are really making a difference in people's lives
with you!

Blessings,
Mitch, Sonja, and Arbin

News from Phyllis Comes Flying
We were able to send a small amount of money to Phyllis
to purchase diapers. She said people were really needing
them and has given all of them away. Phyllis has started
getting requests for blankets. She doesn’t have any extra to
give away at this time. Please begin donating new and used
blankets by leaving them at the church and we will make
sure they get to Phyllis to distribute. We would also like to
collect diapers or money for diapers. Diapers sizes 2 and 3
are the most useful but can be the larger sizes as well. Any
warm coats, hats, mittens, socks, slippers, XL or larger tops
would be greatly appreciated, too. Phyllis sends her love
and thanks you beautiful people for your friendship and
love.
Tammy Mettler

November 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Key
A – Anniversary
B – Birthday
P – Pastor
O – Other

WSUMC Website
Pastor Zach Kingery
www.springsumc.com
605.838.6303

3

4

Wed

Thu

O – AWANA @ IBC
Supper 5:30 pm
Lessons 6 – 7:30 pm

Sat

1

2

P – Office Hours

O – Present over Perfect
WS UMC 10 am

5

6

8

9

O – 10:30 am Fellowship P – Day Off
11 am - Church Service
Pot-Luck Fellowship
(after Service)
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
B – Chuck Faulhaber

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am

P – Office Hours
P – Alpena
O – Community Youth
Group @ OSL 6:30 pm
O – AWANA @ IBC

P – Office Hours

O – Present over Perfect
WS UMC 10 am

10

11

7

Fri

12

13

15

16

O – 10:30 am Fellowship P – Day Off
11 am - Church Service A – Duke & Karen
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
Wenzel

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am
B – Julie Kaus

P – Office Hours
P – Alpena
P – Ministerial
Association 10–11 am
O – Community Youth
Group @ OSL 6:30 pm
O – AWANA @ IBC

P – Office Hours

O – Present over Perfect
Time & location to be
announced due to:
P & O – Equip
Conference in Mitchell
w/Pastor Zach

17

18

14

19

20

21

22

23

O – 10:30 am Fellowship P – Day Off
11 am - Church Service B – Tammy Mettler
O – 1:30 pm Women’s

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am
O – Blue Bag filling @
Elementary School
Library 3:30 pm
B – Sandy Wenzel
B – Penny Wenzel

P – Alpena
O – Community Youth
Group @ OSL 6:30 pm
O – AWANA @ IBC
P & O – Ad Council 8
pm @ WS UMC Chapel

P – Office Hours
O – Newsletter
Information Due…
yesterday!

P – Office Hours

O – Present over Perfect
WS UMC 10 am

24

26

27

28

29

30

P – Alpena
O – Community Youth
Group @ OSL 6:30 pm
O – AWANA @ IBC
B – Linda Burg

P – Office Hours
B – Cally Faulhaber

P – Office Hours

B – Haley Hohn

25

O – Thanksgiving Church P – Day Off
Service w/ Templeton B – Greg Vavra
& WS UCC – 11 am B – Zach Kingery
@ WS UCC
- Potluck to follow
O – 1:30 pm Women’s

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am

South Dakota Unclaimed Property
https://southdakota.findyourunclaimedproperty.com/

Click: Get started for free.
Search Screen

Last or business name is required. I suggest using only this to search if you are trying to find others with the
same last name. Otherwise you can put in the first name, city or zip code, but remember, some of this
information may be skewed and is why the money didn’t get to you in the first place.
It is also important to note that you should search for a reverse of your name as that is another issue I have
found. For example: Last name could be in the first name blank and first name in the last name blank.

A search for Wessington Springs brings up the following page which will be similar to your personal search.
You may have to complete a Captcha screen for security.

Click on Claim button to start claim’s process.
On the Home page under Claiming Property, How to Claim Property are instructions with screen shots and
helpful tips. Use tabs 1, 2, 3 or 4 to follow instructions. You may upload documentation or mail a copy to the
address provided under tab #3.

If you have any questions, I would be happy to try to help you.
Tammy Mettler
605-539-1958

Wessington Springs United Methodist Church

Administrative Council / August 25, 2019

I. Devotions – None for tonight, but Gerald asked Pastor Zach to pray us into the meeting.
II. Call to order Gerald Kraft called the meeting to order with Pastor Zach, Hub & Laura Kieser, Sandy
Wenzel, Kirk & Lynda Luymes, Randy Burnison, Lila Hoffman, Diane & Darrell Winter Jan Krohmer and
Lisa Edwards present.
III. Secretary Minutes – A motion was made to approve both the August 14th Ad Council Minutes. M/ S
(Lynda / Diane) Motion carried
IV. Treasurer Report – After several questions were answered a motion was made to approve the Treasurer
report. M/ S (Lynda / Randy) Motion carried
V. Finance Report – Treading water. Hoping to see pledge cards come in for 2020 as last year was very slim
and it is hard to estimate how you’ll do without an idea of potential income.
VI. Committee Reports
a. PPR – Pastor enjoyed some vacation with no plans for more at this time.
b. Lay Leader – The Craft Fair Concessions committee (Lynda, Linda Willman, Ellen Powell and Sandy
Wenzel have met and are starting to make contact with people regarding needs. A sign-up sheet will be at the
church the last Sunday of September.
- Combined service with Alpena has been scheduled: October 20th @ 10 am with a pot-luck after the service.
- A work day to trim trees in the shelter belt (east of church between us and Baker’s) has been scheduled for
October 26th from 1 – 4 pm.
c. Trustees – The bat issue has been a challenge, but Kirk is hoping the work has paid off. FYI: Sonic repeller’s
are being used with a need to have a light on in the Narthex.
- Windows in bell tower are rotting so a grant is being looked into to help cover the expense to repair and
upgrade for less ongoing maintenance needs. As well, the timbers under the bell are in bad shape so that too will
need to be tackled and due to the nature of that beast it is a job that once started must be finished all in one fell
swoop!
- Another project is to install a ramp outside for handicap accessibility, making the facility more desirable for
funerals, weddings, church service and everything else in between.
- If you’ve read your newspapers, churches will be assessed property taxes to help cover the cost of road repair
& upkeep in the city. It probably be around $200.00 per year, but no final decision has been made on the law.
d. Worship – Choir began for the season and sounds great! The community choir is also practicing with
performances as follows: Nov. 1 at the Manor (a practice run if you will), with 2 shows at the Opera House on
December 1st @ 4 pm and Dec. 7th @ 4 pm.
e. Membership – 96 Full (lost 1, 1 reinstated), 47 Constituents (1 to full) and 13 Preparatory = 156 Total
Members. Zach is planning another membership class for those who have expressed interest.
f. Education – Gerald neighborhood bible study didn’t go as planned, no one attended.
- AWANA has started. They need people to volunteer for making meals. Gerald will get details of that for those
who wish to assist.
- Curriculum for Sunday school has been updated. We have a increase in attendees.
- Lynda will be hosting a 5 week Women’s Bible Study at the church beginning October 26th @ 10 am. One
week will need to be rearranged due to other commitments.
g. Outreach – The full page ad in the True Dakotan was made possible through a UM Communications Grant!
h. Action Teams – Randy’s diaper drive went well providing $235.00 worth of goods to the Tree of Life.
i. United Youth Group – Youth Group started Oct. 2nd. Hosted at OSL: 6:30PM-8PM each Wednesday. Trick
or Treat for Hunger Oct. 30th. UMC has food and program in Jan. Jan 8, 15, 22, 29
j. Historian – No report tonight.
k. Pastor:
- Painting the paneling in pastor’s office.
- Starting Seminary
- A new Sermon series - Yes, God – will start the 1st Sunday in October.

- Pastor provided opening prayer, and was pastor, on site for Out of the Darkness Suicide prevention and
awareness walk in Huron on Sept. 14th at 10 am.
- Completed premarital counseling and officiated marriage for Mya Tschetter & Coenraad Van Der Walt on
Sept. 14th.
- Pastor provided emergency pastoral care & grief counseling at Woonsocket High School Sept. 15 - 17, 19 20, following car accident which resulted in death of three teenagers.
- The Town Hall Meeting was Sept. 18. Pastor Derek Baum of Aberdeen 1st & DS Roger Spahr present.
Discussed 2019 Special Session of General Conference concerning LGBT+ clergy as well as Dakotas Annual
Conference and actions taken their concerning passing of Walstrom resolution.
- Attended Fall Leadership Event for Dakotas UMC at DWU on Sept. 20-21.
- Heard from Dr. Gary Goreham, NDSU Sociologist, concerning how mega-trends impact rural communities.
Bishop Ough was present and provided his thoughts on the future of the UMC
- Met with Missional Congregations Link concerning supporting Rural churches and encouraging and/or
establishing Vital Rural Church Ministries. Great discussion and more pastors/denominational leaders are
beginning to feel the need for a focus on rural ministry in the Dakotas.
- Registered to attend Small Places - Big Impact Conference Oct. 4-5 in Imperial, Nebraska. Pastor will be
riding with group from Mitchell Wesleyan. He has asked at least one more person to go and encouraged others
to go. The only cost will be the overnight stay. Please contact Pastor ASAP if you wish to attend so he can get
you registered!
- Spirit of Faith in Woonsocket has asked that I serve them ¼ time - 1 Sunday a month to serve Communion,
Baptists, Serve Communion at Manor Service, etc. This would be an interim coverage until June of 2020 when
a new Pastor would be put in place.
VII. Old Business – None at this time.
VIII. New Business –
a. A motion was made to approve requesting money from the Camps & Conference Fund to cover the
cost of the room & board for anyone attending the Small Place: Big Impact Conference. M/ S (Jan /
Sandy) Motion carried
b. A vote was needed concerning the Pastor, interim serving Spirit of Faith in Woonsocket. Hub had
made a motion, the council discussed pros and cons, along with the need for people of our church
family to step up to serve the pulpit. Pastor Zach shared that it would be a great opportunity to share
our testimonies’ and that the service could be structured different based on the person taking the
lead. It would also provide opportunity to learn more about how to share our faith and enhance our
leadership skills. After discussion Gerald asked for a second and Randy called the question. A
motion was made to approve Pastor Zach serving Spirit of Faith Church ¼ time as noted above in
his report. M/ S (Hub / Kirk) Motion carried
IX. Adjournment - A motion was made to adjourn. M (Lisa / Diane) Adjourned.
Laura Kieser, Secretary

Ad Council: Nov. 20, 2019

