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Wessington Springs
United Methodist Church
“We will nurture each other and spread the
Spirit of Christian love to all”.
Our mission statement

The Kingery
family
Christmas Eve
after the
wonderful
WS UMC
Service
where
133 attended!
Syrus & Etta
Jessica & Zach
baby Jameson.
Singing
“Silent Night”
by candle light!

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit
Health Concerns – Sandy Wenzel, Jan Krohmer, Drew Kraft,
Delbert (Phyllis Comes Flying’s nephew), Tad (the young man
in the car with Barry Grieve), Mary Anna Jones, Tony Willman,
Brian VanBuren, Carol Steffensen, Cecile Knight, Joyce Rogers,
Lindsey Dubs, Quinn Mohling, Tiny Gohring & Steve Deneke.
Hattie Thigh, Dale Leischner, Olivia Jo Munce, Don & Dawn
Novak and Dawn’s mom, David Grieve, Drake Rounds, Leslie
Vinderslev, G. Ann Cline, Annie Holset, Marilyn Larson & Christi
Swenson.
Cancer Fight – Cory Hainy, Gloria Fastnacht, Brian Canca,
Jared Jost, Sean Rubino, Louise Schaller, Denice Hein, Jerry
Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil Deneke and Sonnie Schimke.
Nursing Home – LaVonne Beckman, Joyce Beckman, Beverly
Sorensen, Dorothy Powell, Don Kraft & Bessie Kruse. All who
are cared for in nursing homes around the world and their care
givers.
Other Concerns
For our church, our leaders and those involved in our
community who are exploring opportunities to grow in Christ and
His church.
Our compassion child Miguel and his brother Rafael.
Those who have lost loved ones as they continue to grieve and
heal.
Those working in Missions; Mindy Kraft, Mitch & Sonja Kraft and
our Action Team.
Blessings – Asher James Kraft was born 12/17/19,
congratulations to the proud parents and the rest of the family!
Thank you – For your donations to The Tree of Life Shoe Box
Ministry!
Thank you for the many cards and gifts my family and I
received during the Christmas season. We pray this new year of
2020 is blessed! - Pastor Zach, Jessica, Syrus, Etta, and
Jamison.

From the Desk of Pastor Zach
The year 2020 has arrived and a new decade is upon us and I
am thankful to be a part of WSUMC during this pivotal time in
our church’s history. On January 19th all full members of the
church are asked to be present to cast a vote on a proposed
church merger with the Wessington Springs UCC and
Templeton UCC.
This is not a time to be taken lightly concerning the mission and
purpose of WSUMC; we must be good stewards of the legacy
that has been given to us and also be faithful to God’s calling for
our church.
In my previous newsletter note to you, and when we have
gathered in worship on Sundays, I asked that you be praying for
the churches and leadership involved in the possible merger.
Have you? If you haven’t been, please do so. This time must be
surrounded in prayer. Pray for the future of churches involved,
pray for the church leadership, pray for the merger committee,
and pray for the members of the churches. Pray that we are
focused on making disciples of Christ for the transformation of
our community, Jerauld Co, rural SD, and beyond.
In this new year of 2020 I ask that we truly be a people who live
out Galatians 1:10: “Am I trying to win the approval of people, or
of God? Or am I trying to please people? If I were still trying to
please people, I would not be a servant of Christ.” By placing
Jesus in the place of authority over our lives, and placing His
interests and desires over the interests and desires of everyone
else, we are able to be the people - and the church - God has
called us to be. We must not be focused on pleasing this person
or that person, but on glorifying God and God alone. While this
concept might seem foreign to the world, and even to some who
claim the Christian faith, to those of us who have experienced
new life in Christ we understand it’s power and purpose.
I ask that we truly be Disciples who are focused on making
Disciples of Jesus Christ, that we pray for God’s leading, and
that we stand united in Christ as His church as we seek to follow

His way in Wessington Springs. I cannot tell you how to vote on
January 19th, but as your Pastor I urge you to vote in a way that
does not reflect personal preference, but in a way that has been
directed to you by the Holy Spirit through prayer and focus on
Scripture. I also ask that you be informed on the matter in which
you are voting. A letter soon to be sent out by the merger
committee will detail what a vote ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ means for the
church and I ask you to prayerfully consider your place, and
WSUMC’s place, in our community and in the Kingdom of God.
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Pastor Zach Kingery - 605.838.6303 Office 605.539-1567
zach.kingery@gmail.com

AN ITEM OF IMPORTNCE FROM A MEMBER OF THE
UMC/UCC MERGER COMMITTEE
“Check yes or no”, is a line from a modernistic country song
that’s been on the radio for a number of years now. The singer
is asking a girl he is interested in, via a “love” not, the question,
“do you love me, do you want to be my friend, and if you do,
check yes or no”. Simple! A thought, a posed question, and
simply mark you answer on this note. Check yes or no, That’s
going to be the question posed to the membership of your
church in the next month.
The merger committee that consists of ad council
representatives of your church and church board
representatives of the town and country UCC churches
concluded their last meeting with motions to conduct an official
vote of eligible members of each congregation on the 19th of
January, (with a storm date of January 26th) that will pose the
question about the proposed merger. A motion was made,
seconded and passed by a unanimous vote of the committee to,
effect a vote by all congregations, with a yay or a nay vote for
merger on January 19th, 2020. Further discussion allowed for
the January 26th snow date.
An amendment to the motion above states for clarification;
that a yay vote means the closure of all three churches that
agree to merger, and to re-open as a merged UCC/UMC church
and to worship and utilize the existing UMC building. A nay vote
will mean your church stays the same as it now tads. A majority
vote from each congregation prevails. The motion amendment
carried, by a unanimous vote. This is what is going to happen in
the near future of your church.
Our next meeting of the merger committee will be the
evening of the voting Sunday for the purpose of counting and
canvassing all votes. Questions and discussion can be voiced at
the Charge/Church Conference to be held this coming Sunday,
December 29th, at regular church time, 11:00 am.

The merger committee has been in regular session since
September 8, 2019 meeting every other week most of the time.
We have thoughtfully considered many of the issues that have
come up regarding merging two faiths and three congregations.
There has been contact interviews had with different
congregations that have previously made such a merger, or one
similar and with the help of a neutral consultant, the merger
committee at last agreed to take to our congregations the
proposed merger that was printed above. What will happen
after the January vote?
If all three congregations pass the proposal, then the real
work will begin! The focus will be on representing the rules and
discipline of the two denominations, developing them in to
some sort of constitution and any and all subject matter related
to being a church family of two faiths and yet one God driven
church. As Methodists, our rules and our constitution are all laid
out for us in our official discipline. The challenge will be melding
that into what ever I s required by this merging of faiths. For
now, the focus is on approving, or not approving merging with
our brothers and sisters in Christ, of two other congregations.
Those of you who have been in the know for a number of years
know that this isn’t a new proposal. Something similar was
proposed some forty ears ago, between our church and the
town UCC. Coffee shop talk of the last twenty or so years has
often included opinions of the “why” of so many different
churches in Wessington Springs and “why can ‘t we all just get
along as one church?” I won’t go into the many things that
might separate many of our churches from one another and
suffice to say if folks did as they are supposed to, if indeed
worship of our creator was at the forefront on our priority list,
conversations such as this wouldn’t need ever happen. We all
are of a sinful nature, man is an imperfect species and so we do
as best as we can as God’s servants,
It is imperative that we come together on the 19th (26th) of
January 2020, for this all important vote. Although unsure at
this point, it appears our discipline allows only those who are

professing members are allowed to vote, and only those in
attendance at this meeting are allowed to vote. We will all do
our best to keep you all informed as to what we can do and
how. Pray about this daily.
Committee member, Hub Kieser
PS: I personally support this proposal. Though not perfect, I
believe it is the right way forward. If one congregation votes
down the proposal, I believe there will be a little further
discussion as t how we all might proceed.

All Women are invited
to join in a weekly
time of prayer every
Sunday afternoon at
1:30 at the church.
Join with other
women as we pray for
our community, our
churches, specific
needs, and each other.

Ft. Thompson News
All our Friends:
Pastor Zach and members of the WSUMC in Wessington
Springs:
Sunday afternoon Tammy and Dennis came to our house
with a load of goodies for the people.
It was like Christmas Wednesday, December 11th. All day I
had a Free Rummage right out of my living room and you
wouldn’t believe everything went out of here like candy.
Everyone got something and was happy.
I want to thank all you Christian Friends for all you do and
give to our Dakota people here on the reservation. What a
blessing, praise the Lord and thank you all from the bottom
of our hearts.
Also thanks for all your prayers for our nephew, Delbert.
We love you all and thanks again. God Bless.
Our Love and Prayers,
Phyllis and People here in Ft. Thompson

We are making a difference!
On Sunday, December 8, 2019 Dennis and I took a van load
of items we have been collecting to Phyllis Comes Flying at
Fort Thompson. I wanted to share a couple stories Phyllis
shared with me during our visit.
Phyllis’s son, Weldon, teaches and coaches at the Crow
Creek School. One day he came home and asked his mother
if she had any shoes size 4 or 5. He further explained that
there was a young girl who had a pair of shoes to practice
basketball in that were chewed up by a dog. She was now
coming to practice in shoes that were twice the size of her
foot. Phyllis did not have the shoes at the time but did find
some at a thrift store in Mitchell. That young girl was so
happy to have an almost new pair of Nike shoes. Phyllis
was warmed to know that Weldon was starting to carry the
giving torch that she has carried for so many years.
A contractor and his wife lived in an apartment in
Chamberlain. He had tried to get bids to work on the homes
in Fort Thompson but was never able to obtain the jobs.
They lost their apartment in Chamberlain so moved to Fort
Thompson. They are currently living in a pop-up camper
with canvas sides. The family put out on Facebook that the
wheelchair bound woman needed a warm coat, hat, gloves,
boots, etc. Joyce Krueger from Wessington Springs had just
delivered several items to Phyllis so Phyllis was able to find
all the items for the woman except the boots.
There is such a great need for the warm blankets, coats, etc.
that we deliver. As always Phyllis was very grateful and
wanted us to know that she loves us and thanks us for
everything we do for her people.
Tammy Mettler

News from Miguel

“September 3, 2019
Dearest sponsor United Methodist Youth, I enjoyed
receiving your letters; Every day I read them with a lot of
love and affection. Very sad your winter. But God is with
you. Thank you for praying for my brother Rafael; God
bless you and your family. I have accepted Jesus as my only
savior and I do not regret my choice; My new life is to help
save lives in my community, my city, and even my state.
My grades at school are kind of low; I am trying to improve.
I accepted Jesus, but I did not give up my dream of being
MC, I have studied hard. I am grateful to you for supporting
me as an MC. I hope to send the translation of the songs to
you any day; I’ve been writing songs and it’s hard to record.
I love to receive your letters. In the next letter, I will send
you songs. Thanks for everything; God bless them. “Make
a joyful noise to the LORD, all ye lands.” Psalms 100:1.”
Miguel
This will be the last article celebrating Miguel’s 16th year.
He will be 17 in February. Thank you for continued prayers
and support for Miguel. He is in such a vulnerable time of
his life right now.
Socio-Emotional: 16 year-olds in Brazil are learning to…

• Verbalize their convictions
• Value other’s opinions
• Define and complete short-term goals
• Use biblical principles in decision-making
• Describe steps for conflict resolution
Pray for Miguel’s socio-emotional growth as he:
• Develops leadership skills by leading others
• Serves as a role model for younger children
Tammy Mettler
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1
Pastor Zach Kingery
www.springsumc.com
605.838.6303

6

2

P – Office Hours
O – AWANA @ IBC P – Alpena
Supper 5:30 pm w/ O – Community Youth
Lessons 6 – 7:30 pm Group @ OSL 6:30 pm
O – AWANA @ IBC

WSUMC Website

5

Thu

3

7

8

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am
P – Ministerial Assoc.
meeting 5:30 – 6:30 pm

P – Office Hours
P – Alpena
O – Community Youth
Group @ OSL 6:30 pm
O – AWANA @ IBC
B – Randy Willman

P – Office Hours
B – Shelley Fuerst

12

14

15

17

O – 10:30 am Fellowship P – Day Off
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am

P – Office Hours
P – Alpena
O – Community Youth
Group @ OSL 6:30 pm
O – AWANA @ IBC

P – Office Hours

19

20

21

22

24

O – 10:30 am Fellowship
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
B – Ryder Schweitzer

P – Day Off
P & O – Newsletter
articles, photos and
etc… due to secretary

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am
A – Greg & Twila Vavra
B – Jason Weber

P – Office Hours
P – Alpena
O – Community Youth
Group @ OSL 6:30 pm
O – AWANA @ IBC

P – Office Hours

26

27

28

29

31

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am
B – Jean Ferguson

P – Office Hours
P – Alpena
O – Community Youth
Group @ OSL 6:30 pm
O – AWANA @ IBC
P – Winter Fest in Huron
7 – 9 pm

O – 10:30 am Fellowship P – Day Off
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s

16

23

30

Sat

4

P – Office Hours
B – Alisha Luymes

O – 10:30 am Fellowship P – Day Off
11 am - Church Service
Pot-Luck Fellowship
(after Service)
O – 1:30 pm Women’s

13

9

Fri

10

P – Office Hours

11

18

25

Key
A – Anniversary
B – Birthday
P – Pastor
O – Other

Worshipful Sharing
Consider sharing during the service (your testimony, a poem, a story, a skit, a dance, a song, etc…) on Sunday mornings.
Please contact Lisa Edwards, Jan Krohmer or Pastor Zach for guidance.
Secretary, Laura Kieser – 605.999-0084

genevieve@venturecomm.net

