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Wessington Springs
United Methodist Church
“We will nurture each other and spread the
Spirit of Christian love to all”.
Our mission statement

From the Desk of Pastor Zach
“The Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what
to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us
with groanings too deep for words.” Romans 8:26
This passage tells us that part of the Holy Spirit’s role in the life
of a believer is to help us in our weakness. The example given
is for prayer; when we are praying and do not know what to pray
the Spirit intercedes for us. We should not read this verse and
conclude that we are to leave all prayer to the Holy Spirit on our
behalf - for helping has never been, nor should it become,
outright doing.
This word, help, found in this passage is one of my
favorites when discussing the role of the Holy Spirit in the life of
a true believer in Jesus. In the original language of this passage
the word we translate as help is the word συναντιλαµβανοµαι
(pronounced: soon-an-tee-lam-ban'-om-ahee). Here it is broken
down:
συν = with
αντι = against, opposite of
λαµβανοµαι = to aggressively, or firmly, take hold of
together (plural form of λαµβανο)
Before I share with you why this word is one of my favorites I
want to remind you of a couple passages of Scripture
concerning prayer.

All Women are invited to join in a weekly time of
prayer every Sunday afternoon at 1:30 at the church.
Join with other women as we pray for our community,
our churches, specific needs, and each other.

“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell
God what you need, and thank him for all he has done.”
Philippians 4:6
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
Do not quench the Spirit.” 1ST Thessalonians 5:16-19

We are called to be a people of prayer: praying about things that
might cause us to worry, praying prayers of thanksgiving. We
are called to lift all things up to our heavenly Father in prayer.
But when we don’t know what to pray for, or how to pray for
what is happening - when the words of our prayers seem stuck
and we don’t even know how to express what is going on in our
hearts and our minds and our spirits - we have one who helps.
Imagine you have a worry or a concern that you want to lift up to
the Lord but you are struggling to do so. I often see my thoughts
in picture form so when I struggle in prayer I see myself
struggling to lift a large block of stone. If I were to never attempt
to lift it the stone would simple sit there, never to move.
However, Romans 8:26 tells me that it is when I struggle to lift
that prayer up to the Lord it is the Holy Spirit who comes and
helps me in my weakness. συναντιλαµβανοµαι The Spirit on one
side and me on the other we lift up it up together.
When I pray for this church - the Spirit helps.
When I pray for the families in our community who do not have
a church home - the Spirit helps.
When I pray for each of you by name - the Spirit helps.
Because when I pray my prayers quickly move from asking for
the Lord to be with you and I begin to glorify God and give
thanks for what He is doing and will be doing and I plead for the
Lord to be known even more so in each of your lives and soon I
find myself without words. And then the Spirit helps.
So when you pray. Not if, but when. When you pray and don’t
know what to say, or how to pray for whatever it is you are
praying for - don’t stop. Struggle with that prayer and the Holy
Spirit will come and help you in your weakness. And together
you will present your prayers and petitions to God the Father.

A NOTE FROM THE FINANCE CHAIR

Feeding South Dakota

Pledge Drive 2018 (for 2019), wasn’t the success that it
usually is. Over the course of the last ten years the annual
pledge drive of your United Methodist Church, the returns have
run anywhere from 30% to 45% of budget with the returned
card numbers ranging from 33 to nearly fifty of the 100 plus
cards sent out. Gotta say… I am disappointed. The returns this
year are under twenty cards and less than 25% of budget.

FREE FOOD for SENIORS in need. Please contact one of the
following individuals if you are interested in learning more about
this program:

Pledging is a very easy and small thing to do in the grand
scheme of things. It certainly isn’t difficult nor restrictive.
Tithing isn’t all that hard either, really, and even if no one did,
but pledged a reasonable return, well, we would probably have
an account blessed to overflowing, and oh my, the things we
could do for His Kingdom! But, alas, that isn’t the case right
now.

Eligibility * At least 60 years of age. * On a limited income.

I’m not writing this doomed blurb because I think it will
immediately shake things up and the cards will start flowing in,
no, I’m writing because we all need a reminder that what He
has given us is not ours to keep, rather it is a gift from God that
He only asks us to return a portion of for the good of His church
and His Kingdom. That is all.
We have a gift from God in our church and in the charge of
Pastor Zach and his family. I pray that we continue to be a
place where folks can find God and indeed where they might
even come to seek Him. For sure as I am as great a sinner as
they may come, we all, you and me, need Him in our lives and
need to offer ourselves in service to Him and this is where that
service begins, at the corner of West Main and State Street. 110
W. Main, the location of your United Methodist Church.
Welcome, and come on home (and please, don’t forget your
pledge card). We’re here, and more importantly, He is here
also!
God Bless!
Sincerely, your tired finance chair, Hub Kieser

Velma Anderson 307.258-2572
Carol Maxfield 605.539-1727
Jean Scheel 605.539-1153

April Grubb 605.539-1980
Tammy Mettler 605.539-1958

WS UMC
50 year Member
Sorry, we didn’t
get this
wonderful picture
in last months
newsletter…
Congratulations
Congratulations
Fred Krohmer

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit!
Health Concerns – Joyce Rogers, Lindsey Dubs, Quinn
Mohling, Sean Rubino, Tiny Gohring & Steve Deneke. Phyllis
Comes Flying, Kiya & son & Weldon. Beverly Sorensen,
Dale Leischner, Olivia Jo Munce, Gloria Fastnacht, Don &
Dawn Novak, David Grieve, Drake Rounds, Heath Huberg,
Leslie Vinderslev, G. Ann Cline, Annie Holset, Larry Myers,
Marilyn Larson & Christi Swenson.
Cancer Fight – Barb Horsley, Louise Schaller, Nan White,
Craig Leslie, Denice Hein, Jerry Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil
Deneke, Calvin Hinrichs, Jackie Johnson & Sonnie Schimke.
Nursing Home – Dorothy Powell, Melvin Schorzman, Don
Kraft, Bessie Kruse & Allen Rasmussen. All who are cared for
in nursing homes around the world and their care givers.
Other Concerns – The family of Henrietta Doering and
Leland Krueger. Bill Rimpo, Becky Leslie, Irene Olson, Betty
Hines & family, Sid & Amanda Dreyer & family, Jesse &
Shawn Block and the Huberg/Salmen family. Mitch & Sonja
Kraft, our compassion child Miguel and our local Mission
Team.
Pray for God to be at work in our lives as we reach out in
our community and beyond!
Blessings & Thanks – Congratulations to Matthew & Lesley
Luymes of the birth of their daughter, Eleanor Ruth and to
Grandma & Grandpa Luymes!
Pastor Zach Kingery:
zach.kingery@gmail.com
Office 605.539-1567
Cell 605.838-6303
Secretary, Laura Kieser: genevieve@venturecomm.net
House 605.539-1941
Cell 605.999-0084
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Sun

Pastor Zach Kingery
605.838.6303
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Mon

Tue

Key
A = Anniversary
B = Birthday
P = Pastor
O = Other

WSUMC Website
www.springsumc.com
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Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat

2

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

AWANA @ Immanuel
Baptist Church
Supper 5:30 pm
Lessons 6 – 7:30 pm

5

6

7

8

9

O – 10:30 am Fellowship P – Day Off
11 am - Church Service
Pot-Luck after service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
Prayer Group

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am

P – Alpena
O - CYG @ OSL
6:30 – 8 pm
B = Mette Ness

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

B = Caden Faulhaber

10

12

13

14

15

16

O – 9:30 am Choir
P – Day Off
10:30 am Fellowship B = Michelle Schimke
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
Prayer Group

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am
B = Duke Wenzel

P – Alpena
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
P – Ministerial
Association Mtg 10 am
O - CYG @ OSL
6:30 – 8 pm

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

17

19

20

22

11

18

21

B = Leslie Vinderslev

O – 9:30 am Choir
P – Day Off
10:30 am Fellowship B = Joyce Beckman
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
Prayer Group
B = Jeff Reider

P & O – Bible Study @ P – Alpena
P – Office Hours
P – Office Hours
O - CYG @ OSL
9 am – 12 pm
9 am – 12 pm
the Manor 10 am
O – Feeding SD Mobile
6:30 – 8 pm
B = LaVonne Cashman
Food truck 2 pm
Newsletter
@ Ag Building
Articles, photos & events
O – Springs Blue Bag
due please!
Packing Day - 3 pm @
WS Elementary School
Library

24

26

27

28

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am
B = Karie Waters

P – Alpena
O - CYG @ OSL
6:30 – 8 pm

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

25

O – 9:30 am Choir
P – Day Off
10:30 am Fellowship
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
Prayer Group
B = Wyatt Stevens

Baby K’s due date!

23
B = Karis Manning

Wessington Springs United Methodist Church

Administrative Council / January 16, 2019

I. Devotions – Gerald gave words of prayer.
II. Call to order Gerald Kraft called the meeting to order with Randy Burnison, Hub & Laura Kieser, Kirk &
Lynda Luymes, Sandy Wenzel and Pastor Zach present. Lila Hoffman joined us a bit later.
III. Secretary Minutes – A motion to approve the Dec. 5, 2018 Ad Council minutes and the Dec. 9th Special
Meeting minutes was made. M/ S (Randy / Sandy) Motion carried
IV. Treasurer Report – Lila provided her report via Hub. A motion was made to approve the Treasurer report.
M/ S (Kirk / Lynda) Motion carried
V. Finance Report – We closed the years on a positive note and the New Year is looking good as well due to
a few members paying their annual giving upfront. 2018 ended approximately 21% over budget: Income
was up which increased the apportionments and Pastor compensation increased due to licensing. We did
back up on “cash at hand”.
VI. Committee Reports
a. PPR & Lay Leader – Baby Kingery is due Feb. 16th meaning Jessica will be taking some time off so we’ll
need to cover cleaning of the church. Lynda will be getting a sign up sheet ready for cleaning and meal making
(waiting on recipes from Jessica) to help make life easier for the family. There was a nice turn out for the
shower!
b. Trustees – The heat pump is giving us challenges so Kirk is seeking information regarding repair or a
thermostat option so the mechanism doesn’t have to be turned off and on manually. A company is coming to
look at the fire extinguishers. Pastor asked that they look at the ones in the parsonage as well. We may need to
move them around or possibly get another one due to the extra use of the Chapel for cooking.
c. Worship – No choir till Feb. 10th. Praise Band is working on some music. Jessica will play when Lisa is gone
the next couple weeks.
d. Membership – 93 Full, 49 Constituents and 12 Preparatory = 154 Total Members.
e. Education – We still have curriculum available for when children attend church. Awana going well!
f. Outreach – 2018 reaped blessings for our Compassion Child, Miguel. Thanks to all who gave!
g. Action Teams – We are open for suggestions for 2019.
h. United Youth Group – Remember WS UMC is in charge of meals for February as well as servers, so please
prayerfully consider how you might help with this and contact Julie Kraft. Thanks Julie for all your hard work
on this project!
i. Historian – No report tonight.
j. Pastor – Christmas Eve brought smiles with 118 at our service! The first series of 2019: Dig Deep and Bare
Fruit. We held 1 funeral already this year (160).
VII. Old Business – None at this time
VIII. New Business
a. Congratulations to the Luymes family! Eleanor Ruth was born Jan. 16 to Matthew and Lesley (9 lbs 5 oz, 22”
long).
IX. Adjournment - A motion was made to adjourn. M (Kirk / Sandy) Adjourned.
Laura Kieser, Secretary

Next Ad Council – March 20th / 1st day of Spring!
And beyond…
May 15, 2019

July 17, 2019

Sept. 18, 2019

Nov. 20, 2019

An excerpt of “Concerning Suicide”, a sermon preached by Pastor Zach on 01/06/2019
…According to the GSS, the number of Americans who say they have no friends with whom
they can discuss important matters has tripled in the last two decades. When people were asked how
many confidants they have, the most common response in 1985 was “Three.” Today, the most
common response is “Zero.” The percentage of Americans who say that they’re “lonely” has doubled
from 20% to 40% since 1980. We live in an era of emotional isolation.
Loneliness, or Emotional Isolation, is the feeling that no one understands what you are going
through or what is happening in your life, and feeling like this and can quickly lead to issues of anxiety
and depression which can lead to feelings of despair and suicidal thoughts.1
When you think of a person who might have feelings of emotional isolation, of whom do you
think? Teenagers consumed with their video games, cell phones and social media? People who live
in big cities who don’t know their neighbors or coworkers?
Here at the statistics: According to a CDC report reviewing data from 2001-2015 the suicide
rate in rural america is 45% greater than in large urban areas2. Another CDC report reviewing
occupational trends in relation to suicide shows that hose farm and agricultural jobs have the highest
rates of suicide in America3. Of these suicides, 78% of them were white men. And suicide is number
10 on the list of ways people are most likely to die.
In rural america, death by suicide has reached almost epidemic proportions. And it is
most prevalent among white males in farming and agricultural related jobs.
If you farm in rural america, you have a 21% chance of dying due to a farming accident4. You
have a 26.5% chance of dying by suicide5. And churches, in general, have done a terrible job in
addressing this issue.
Will coming to church every week solve this problem? No. But in an increasingly isolated world
where people have to work hard 7 days a week to try and made ends meet and many times barely
stop for a hot meal - we as Christians, as people of this church, need to find a way to connect with our
neighbors and friends and even our own family members. And I can’t think of a better way to really
connect then by worshipping together in church and then fellowshipping with one another after. I think
this is a vital reason God tells us to remember his Sabbath and keep it holy. We need time to connect
with God and connect with each other….
We worship the God who breathed life into us and who sent Christ to save us. All life is precious and
is worth fighting for. You can listen to this sermon in its entirety at www.SpringsUMC.com/Sermons
If you, or someone you know, is feeling overwhelmed or struggling with anxiety, depression or
thoughts of suicide then please take a moment to reach out.
Avera launched a Farmers’ Stress Hotline, 1-800-691-4336. It’s a toll free number farmers, ranchers and
their families can call around the clock to reach professional counselors.
And feel free to reach out to Pastor Zach as well. He is not a licensed professional counselor but he
can assist you in getting connected with the resources you might need and can be with you when you
need someone. You matter; Every life matters; and life is worth fighting for.

1

Deborah L. Trout: The Role of Social Isolation in Suicide
https://www.cnn.com/2018/08/21/health/rural-suicides-among-farmers/index.html
3
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/65/wr/mm6525a1.htm?s_cid=mm6525a1_w
4
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/aginjury/default.html
5
http://www.governing.com/topics/health-human-services/gov-suicide-rate-deaths-census-rural.html
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