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“We will nurture each other and spread the
Spirit of Christian love to all”.
Our mission statement

From the Desk of Pastor Zach
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob stand towering among Old
Testament leaders. They have always been celebrated for their
faith, obedience, and accomplishments. But to only see their
success without also seeing their flaws would alter the central
message of the Bible—humans are sinners, and it is the grace
of God that saves and transforms them through Christ Jesus.
Grace will not stop with mere forgiveness; grace will also
transform us.
In John chapter 8 we find the account of a woman caught in adultery
who is brought before Jesus. I encourage you to go and read John
8:1-11 and then come back and finish this article.

“But now that you have been set free from sin and have become
servants of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result
is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 6:22-23
No matter how much the world strives to convince followers of Christ
to turn their backs on the transformational power of God’s grace and
choose to embrace the failings of the flesh, to try and alter the
message of the Gospel and the mission of the Church; we choose to
rely on the truth that God’s forgiveness of sins does not stop with
forgiveness. His love calls us to something greater. So embrace His
forgiveness. Then, by the power of His Holy Spirit, choose each day
to rise up from the old, turn from your sin and walk into the light of a
new day in Christ.

I’ve heard some Christians say, “God loves me the way I am, and this
is just the way I am.” Yes, God does love us the way we are, but He
wants to change us. Jesus said to the woman who had been caught in
the act of adultery, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.”
How could He say this? She was still immoral; she simply was caught
in the act. He could say this because in a short time, on the cross of
Calvary, He would personally take upon Himself the very
condemnation she should have faced.
Notice something else that is very important. He did not say to her,
“Go and sin no more, and as a result, I will not condemn you.” In that
case, who could ever live up to that requirement? Nor did He say,
“Just go your merry way, and the next time you mess up, I hope I will
see you again.”
Rather, Jesus was saying, “Neither do I condemn you; [Now as a
recognition of that] go and sin no more.” His act of forgiveness was
followed by a challenge. This is important, because implicit in His
statement was a warning not to keep living that lifestyle.
Jesus is saying the same to us. We are to leave our lifestyle of sin. It
doesn’t mean we have to be perfect, because no one is. It doesn’t
mean we need to be sinless. But it should mean we will sin less. God
wants to change us. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have
become new” 2 Corinthians 5:17.
When in Christ, our identity should not be in what we were, but
who we are - and who Jesus has freed us to be.

Ad Council – March 21st @ 8 pm in the WS UMC Chapel

All Women are invited to join in a weekly time of
prayer every Sunday afternoon at 1:30 at the church.
Join with other women as we pray for our community,
our churches, specific needs, and each other.

We received a letter from Miguel! He definitely needs our
encouragement and prayers. Life is so difficult in Brazil. Enclosed
you will find a form for writing to Miguel. We thought it would be
good to share encouragement for him to continue to be involved in
Church and his faith, stress the importance of his staying away from
drugs, continue praying for God’s blessings, encouragement to make
good choices, etc. Your words can be just a sentence or a whole letter.
It is up to you if you wish to sign your name or not. Please give your
letters to Tammy Mettler by Sunday, March 10th so she can send
them to Compassion to processing. Thank you for continuing to pray
for Miguel!
April 9, 2018
“Hello dear sponsors, friends, is everything good with you? I hope so,
but everything is fine with me. I would like you to pray for me, I left
the church a long time, I try to come back but lately it is so difficult for
me, but even so when I go to sleep I thank God for every deliverance
he gives me, and even because of my brother who once was looking
for work and God opens a door for him. Lately things have been so
difficult for me, lots of deaths, drugs in my community, everywhere I
go. A few days ago I was offered drugs, but I did not accept it, thank
God. I wanted to thank you for the gift of R $59.85 that helped a lot in
my house, that Jesus blesses you. I’m doing well in my studies, I’m in
ninth year, so I’ll be finishing my studies, God willing. God willing,
I’ll be a great civil engineer, football player, since nothing is
impossible, it’s all in God’s time. Lately I’ve been very happy,
everything I wanted for little is already coming in double. I asked God
to get him a girlfriend for me, he said, since four months of dating.
She already thinks about getting married. Well, that’s all. Until
another day.”
Miguel

MORE NOTES FROM A THANKFUL MEMBER

Miguel needs
Prayers & Encouragement
Please prayerfully consider
writing him a note of
encouragement.
The form to write him is
included in this newsletter or on a
clipboard in the Chapel.

Return it to the clip board or
get it to Tammy so she can send it
to the Compassion organization
for translation and processing.
DEADLINE – March 10, 2019

2/20/2019

I have written numerous times about being thankful for out
Methodist system of doing things and how blesses we are to
have such a system in place. The very idea of Methodism is the
practice of doing things and carrying on our worship in a certain
method, being methodical in how we lead our church services
and practice our faith.
In this Methodist system of ours is our own, Dakotas United
Methodist Foundation (DUMFound for short). This foundation
that exists in our Dakotas Conference has its base in Mitchell
where there are good folks who can answer questions about the
DUMFound and how it can work for you, as members. Now, this
isn’t really a commercial for the DUMFound so much as it is
about what a few funds that are on deposit there, are for.
A least two different donors or families have created two
separate foundation accounts that positively affect our
congregation in different ways, One, that has a sizeable
balance, gives the annual proceeds to our church for the
specific purpose of maintenance and repair of the facilities of
our church, ie: roof, furnace, electrical, exterior, and etc… The
earnings of that one gift gives us around $4,500.00 annually,
depending on how well the investment performs. The other
sizable endowment in DUMFound has its earnings earmarked for
financial assistance for camps, conferences and missions carried
on for and/or by our church. These dollars usually help an
individual go to and attend a camp, conference or mission that
not only helps a certain entity identified by our coherence, but
also contributes to the spiritual growth of the individual or
individuals who attend. This church has utilized this specific gift
in some very unique ways that have beyond any doubt
benefitted this congregation and those whom we have
bestowed this gift toward. The DUMFound works for us in
helping us all glorify His kingdom. That’s a pretty nifty blessing
if you ask me.

If you have a curiosity about the DUMFound and how it might
help you further your giving to the church and His kingdom in
perpetuity, you can ask Pastor Zach, or myself, your finance
chair and we can get you connected to the right folks at the
conference office at the conference office at the Dakotas United
Methodist Foundation and they will guide you in your perpetual
gift and what you would like for it to do.
DUMFound, a funny name, but something that I am ever
thankful for. God Bless our DUMFound!
Sincerely, Hub Kieser thankful member
PS: I guess this is some sort of commercial, oops!
Use of DUMFound
Just a bit of follow up for the thankfulness of the DUMFound…
In 2016 when WS UMC did not have a pastor in house, our
church family was encouraged to learn and grow in Christ so
that we could help to lead and support others in our midst.
I personally was leading a group of volunteers who visited
the elders living in the nursing home and felt a need to learn
more in order to better serve them. Shortly after, Jerry Jasmer,
lay minister out of Huron’s 1st UMC came to serve the pulpit
during Rose Luckett’s family struggle with her last days of life
here on earth. I had asked him to visit her and he asked me to
go with him to help take communion to her. I was very moved
by his actions as he offered communion in the cafeteria to
anyone interested in participating. Amazing experience and one
that lead to a conversation about going on a 72 hour retreat
called “Walk to Emmaus”.
I was blessed with financial support to attend this “walk”
and I encourage each of you to consider attending as I learned
so much about myself and how Christ works in helping me to
help others. It changed my life!!!!! I also learned the
importance of asking others for help now and again. “When you
receive, you give. When you give, you receive!”
Laura Kieser, thankful too

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit!
Health Concerns – Nolan Schaller, Zayden (child of Summer
Schooler & Adam Wolfcale), Joyce Rogers, Lindsey Dubs, Quinn
Mohling, Sean Rubino, Tiny Gohring & Steve Deneke. Phyllis
Comes Flying, Kiya & son & Weldon. Beverly Sorensen, Dale
Leischner, Olivia Jo Munce, Gloria Fastnacht, Don & Dawn
Novak, David Grieve, Drake Rounds, Heath Huberg, Leslie
Vinderslev, G. Ann Cline, Annie Holset, Larry Myers, Marilyn
Larson & Christi Swenson.
Cancer Fight – Louise Schaller, Nan White, Craig Leslie, Denice
Hein, Jerry Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil Deneke, Calvin Hinrichs,
Jackie Johnson & Sonnie Schimke.

Join us for a six week Lenten Study as we take time to
examine Jesus' final days. Scripture reveals to us Jesus'
revolutionary actions and teachings as He willingly
embraces His trajectory to the cross.
The four Gospels teach us that Jesus officially begins His
preparation for burial on the Friday He enters Bethany
and claims His work finished the following Friday in
Jerusalem while dying on the cross. These eight days are
worthy of our utmost attention and reflection, for in this
brief period of time (from Friday to Friday), Jesus
revolutionized the world in eternally significant ways.
Starting Sunday, March 10 and ending Sunday, April
14th we will meet each Sunday at 3PM in the Jerauld
County Courthouse Meeting Room. The Springs Area
Bus is available for free rides, please call them to arrange
for pick up.

6 Week Lenten Study

Nursing Home – Dorothy Powell, Melvin Schorzman, Don Kraft,
Bessie Kruse & Allen Rasmussen. All who are cared for in nursing
homes around the world and their care givers.
Other Concerns – Bill Rimpo, Becky Leslie, Irene Olson, Betty
Hines & family, Sid & Amanda Dreyer & family, Jesse & Shawn
Block and the Huberg/Salmen family. Mitch & Sonja Kraft, our
compassion child Miguel and our local Mission Team.
Pray for God to be at work in our lives as we reach out in our
community and beyond!
Blessings & Thanks – Sonja & Mitch made it home and will be
moving to Spearfish while preparing for their 1st born. MaryLou
Cameron has a new grandson.
CONGRATULATIONS to the Kingery / Imhoff family on the birth of
Jameson Charles Kingery, child of Zach & Jessica, brother of
Syrus & Etta!

Pastor Zach Kingery:
zach.kingery@gmail.com
Office 605.539-1567
Cell 605.838-6303
Secretary, Laura Kieser: genevieve@venturecomm.net
House 605.539-1941
Cell 605.999-0084

Feeding South Dakota
FREE FOOD for SENIORS in need. Please contact one of the
following individuals if you are interested in learning more about
this program:
Velma Anderson 307.258-2572
Carol Maxfield 605.539-1727
Jean Scheel 605.539-1153

April Grubb 605.539-1980
Tammy Mettler 605.539-1958

Eligibility * At least 60 years of age. * On a limited income.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

March 2019
Thu

Fri

1

Pastor Zach Kingery
605.838.6303

3 O – 9:30 am Choir

4

5

AWANA @ Immanuel
WSUMC Website
Baptist Church
www.springsumc.com
Supper 5:30 pm
Lessons 6 – 7:30 pm
6 P – Alpena
7
8
O – Ash Wednesday @ P – Office Hours
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
9 am – 12 pm
OSL w/ CYG
6 pm Stone Soup
Supper
7 pm Worship Service

Sat

2

9 SPRING AHEAD
Tonight
Daylight Savings Time
Don’t forget your letters
to Miguel for Tammy.

10:30 am Fellowship P – Day Off
11 am - Church Service
Pot-Luck after service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am

10 O – 9:30 am Choir 11

12

13

15

16

10:30 am Fellowship P – Day Off
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
P & O – Lenten Study
3 pm Courthouse

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am

P – Alpena
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
P – Ministerial
Association Mtg 10 am
O - CYG @ OSL
6:30 – 8 pm

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

O – If you RSVP’d
by the 9th…
Baby Shower for
Sonja Kraft 2 pm

17 O – 9:30 am Choir 18

19

20

22

23

10:30 am Fellowship P – Day Off
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
P & O – Lenten Study
3 pm Courthouse

P & O – Bible Study @ P – Alpena
P – Office Hours
O - CYG @ OSL
9 am – 12 pm
the Manor 10 am
O – Feeding SD Mobile
6:30 – 8 pm
Food truck 2 pm
O – Ad Council @
@ Ag Building
WSUMC 6:30 – 8 pm
O – Springs Blue Bag
Newsletter Articles,
Packing Day - 3 pm @
photos & events due.

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

26

27

28

29

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am

P – Alpena
O - CYG @ OSL
6:30 – 8 pm

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

Key

A = Anniversary

14

21

WS Grade School Library

24 O – No Choir

25

10:30 am Fellowship P – Day Off
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
P & O – Lenten Study
3 pm Courthouse
31 O – 9:30 am Choir
10:30 am Fellowship
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
P & O – Lenten Study
3 pm Courthouse

B = Birthday

P = Pastor

O = Other
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Phyllis Comes Flying visited our church on Sunday, February 17, 2019. When asked when she would like to
come visit our church again, Phyllis wanted to come the Sunday close to her 75th birthday. She wanted to “do
something good” for her special birthday. Phyllis spoke during worship and enjoyed a potluck with the
congregation. Joyce Krueger made a beautiful birthday cake in honor of Phyllis. We were able to send home
with Phyllis many donated items that will help fill the shelves in her basement. In preparation for her coming
Pastor Zach and Tammy Mettler put together a list of questions for Phyllis. Listed below are the questions for
Phyllis and her answers written in italics.
1. You were born and raised in the old Ft. Thompson 75 years ago. Could you tell us what it was like?
Where did your faith come from?
In 1944 I was born and raised in old Ft. Thompson near the Missouri River, 75 years ago and lived my
whole life here.
We lived a hard life, my 2 brothers and myself. We walked 2 miles to school every day, through rain, snow,
whatever there was as there were no buses back then.
We got perfect attendance every year. In our home we had no running water or electricity. We used
kerosene lamps and took baths in tubs. We had a wood stove. Life was hard but always love in our home.
In 1956 we got flooded out from old Ft. Thompson. We lost everything except what we had on. They
moved us up on the hill. My daddy built a house. There were 9 children in our family—6 girls and 3 boys.
I was the oldest of the girls. Praise the Lord he gave me 75 healthy years, and I’m still here today.
Our parents took us little children to church all the time. Our parents were very religious, both the Indian
religion and the white way. We grew up knowing religion. Our father had church meetings, services and
prayers in our home.
2. What kinds of events and things have you seen and experienced these 75 years. (You can share
about your son’s death, if you can. How did you get through that and how did God and other
people help you? Changes on the reservation.)
I was a mother of 2 sons both born here at Wessington Springs by Dr. Roscoe Dean in 1969 and 1971.
In 1988 I got sick with cancer and was sent to Sioux Falls hospital. Had to have 2 surgeries in 1 month and
almost died. A pastor came to my room to give me my last rights. I woke up and started crying, “I can’t
leave my little boys 9 and 11. Mommy can’t leave them. They are too little.” Then a miracle happened,
Praise the Lord. I came out of it and came home to my sons.
God gave me a second chance in life. From then on I dedicated myself to the Lord and the church. I left
everything in his hands. I praise the Lord for healing me. Amen.
In May 1992 we lost our dear mother. Then seven months later in December 1992 we lost my oldest son
Ellery, 23 years old. Losing 2 family members was heart breaking. There were nights I wouldn’t sleep and
cried my heart out praying that things would get better. Then friends started coming and telling me life had
to go on no matter what we went through or how hard it was.
I learned no matter what you go through or how hard it is, life has to go on. Without friends and the Lord I
don’t know what I would have done. It has been 26 years ago but I still miss and cry for Ellery.
3. What are the challenges you and your people face on a daily basis?
No jobs, reduction in assistance from the government for our health problems, addiction. People from out
of town and out of state bring in drugs to the reservation. They let people start to get drugs on credit if no
money. They break windows and do bad things.
4. How can the citizens of Wessington Springs work as your neighbors to help you overcome those
challenges?
I think some of the people are too far gone in drugs for you to help.
5. Where did the idea to have a thrift store begin? Please explain the process of how it was started
and used, your role and the importance to your community. How did the store close? What has
been the impact of that on your community?

There was a community thrift store here in Ft. Thompson. A lady from Indiana was a teacher at the
elementary school. She had a little store in the school. I met her and she asked if I would volunteer. I
volunteered 3 years. People liked the store and felt bad when it closed. The owner of the building told me
it was going to close for 30 days for renovations. He closed the store and burned all the clothes, threw
things away. It was his building and his decision. I couldn’t do anything about it.
6. In 2018 Pastor Zach preached about being intentional in our faith. You intentionally decided to help
your people out of your own home. How did you come to this plan?
Pastor Martin from Wessington Springs used to bring donations to community thrift store. One day he
came when the store was already closed. He brought donations to my house and set up a table and
placed all the donations on the table. I put up signs at the store and post office “free rummage at #86 in
the backyard”. All my people came and in minutes the donations were gone.
Pastor Martin was transferred to Fargo. I met Julie Kaus, Tammy Mettler and Pastor Zach who have been
bringing donations. I have been able to do this by all your help, church members, Pastor Zach and you
Christian people.
7. When we help stock your shelves in your basement, how does it get to your people? Maybe use
some examples of people calling or stopping to show us how it all works.
Friends call or stop by for coffee or I call friends who have lot of little kids or are in need. People say it is
like a thrift store in my basement. Thank you all for the donations for our Dakota people on the reservation.
8. What can we do to help your people grow in their faith? Your people may listen to Pastor Zach’s
sermons any time via internet on our website at www.SpringsUMC.com.
Lots of people don’t have internet to get on website to listen to Pastor Zach’s sermons.
9. This past summer your sister honored you for your generosity. Please tell us about that and the
special name she gave you.
Sister and her family with other relatives honored me at the annual Sundance. The medicine man gave me
an Indian name and an eagle feather. Sister served a meal. The service and dinner were shared with
everyone. My Indian name is “Gives to the People”. Sister said to me, “You are always giving gifts, etc. to
people.” She also said she wanted to honor me while I’m living, not after I pass away. The Indian tradition
is giving to people, friends, whoever when they come from out of town.

