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“We will nurture each other and spread the 

Spirit of Christian love to all”. 
Our mission statement 
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From the Desk of Pastor Zach  
 

     Do you find yourself wanting to invite friends or family to 
attend church with you, but it feels too intimidating? There are a 
variety of reasons you may be holding back, but God calls us to 
break through the barrier and get people going! We are called to 
be bold, not timid (2nd Timothy 1:7), in our faith. 
     As with all things in life we should seek to walk by the Spirit 
and be a people who pray without ceasing. So I offer up a 
challenge: Today, right now, pray about who to invite. Who is it 
that pops into your mind? Is it that neighbor you casually say hi 
to when checking the mail? Is it your brother who hasn’t been to 
a service in years? Maybe it’s someone you haven’t seen for a 
while, but you’ve thought over and over again that is would be 
nice if someone reached out to them.  
     Whoever it is, God will be delighted you are taking an 
interest in others and will guide you in the process of reaching 
out to the people you know. Think of three or more people. 
Write down their names. Pray for them, then reach out with 
some type of invitation to church. The two most effective invites 
are face-to-face, or a personal message. 82% of people who 
don’t attend church say they would visit a church if they were 
personally invited (“The Unchurched Next Door” by Dr. Thom 
Rainer). Along with face-to-face invitations, a personal message 
to a friend, neighbor, or loved one goes a long way in making 
them feel welcome and wanted. Even if the person you invite 
does not accept your invitation, the gesture alone could have a 
huge impact on them. That neighbor might feel less lonely, your 
brother might realize you haven’t given up on him, or that friend 
will be assured of your love and friendship. 
     “The Great Commission” in Scripture is called such for good 
reason. Matthew 28:16-20 describes the Christian duty to 
spread the Gospel. “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations… teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you.” If you desire to spread God’s love to those around you, 
consider extending a church invitation this Easter season. One 
of the easiest church services to invite someone to is on 
Resurrection Sunday. What better time to spread God’s love 
and the Gospel message? 

     Who will invite the person you are thinking about right now to 
church? Don’t say “Someone will…” Say “I will.”  

I am not ashamed of the Gospel,  
for it is the power of God that brings salvation to all who believe.  

Romans 1:16 
 

 
 

 

 
 

     All Women are invited to join in a weekly time of 
prayer every Sunday afternoon at 1:30 at the church. 
Join with other women as we pray for our community, 
our churches, specific needs, and each other. 



MORE NOTES FROM A THANKFUL MEMBER        2/20/2019 

     In these notes, I’ve talked about folks and organizations that 
have made a difference in our church, but, this month’s subject 
of my thankfulness has up until now been an untouched 
subject. Now, if you know me at all (and many of you do) this 
one will blow yer mind a little… babies! What??!! Babies? Hub is 
NOT thankful for babies! But, oh contraire! 

     It is true, I don’t have a yen to hold or otherwise interact 
with the recently born, never have, probably never will but bear 
with me for just a bit. The sound of a quiet congregation, where 
only adults being, well adults and being respectful of God, His 
messenger in the pulpit and one’s fellow congregants is to be 
very blunt, the sound of a dying church. Let alone the fact that 
with out babies being born, mankind will eventually die, so it is 
very true of the church. If new life never enters our narthex, if 
never is there a baby to be baptized, that silence is the loudest 
explosion you will ever hear, the death of a church, the death of 
one of His congregations. 

     I have heard rumblings of such a disaster in the distance. I, 
like many of you, fear what could happen if new life does not 
enter into our hallowed doors. His church, our church will die. 
Those of us who were once the young life in the church are 
getting a little long in the tooth! And true, I personally have not 
contributed to bringing new life into the church, or anywhere 
else for that matter, but, the resounding sound of loud quiet is 
a real fear for all of us to have. Death, by lack of life! How do I 
bring a bright light into this rather dark and dismal note? Read 
on and hopefully, He will give some divine guidance to these 
two typing fingers. 

     Be thankful for life! Be thankful for new life and what that 
new life means to not only our church, but our world! True 
enough, the world as a whole is over populated to the point 
where in many poverty stricken countries and even urban areas 
of our own country and other certain places, there are more 
people than there is food and employment to facilitate. 

However, here in our little spot on His earth, new life means 
“life” to an otherwise sparsely populated place. 

     I’ve been thinking about this very subject for several years 
now and perhaps the little bundle of joy that the Kingery’s were 
recently blessed with has brought it to my consciousness? But, 
besides congrats to the proud and happy family, being thankful 
for lil’ Jameson is where this month’s “notes” take me and I 
dare say, is something (or should I say, someone) that we all 
can be thankful for. New life and a little “baby noise” in the 
sanctuary! Thank you, Lord!  

Hub Kieser thankful member 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

Join us for a six week Lenten Study as we take time to 

examine Jesus' final days. Scripture reveals to us Jesus' 

revolutionary actions and teachings as He willingly 

embraces His trajectory to the cross.  
 

The four Gospels teach us that Jesus officially begins His 

preparation for burial on the Friday He enters Bethany 

and claims His work finished the following Friday in 

Jerusalem while dying on the cross. These eight days are 

worthy of our utmost attention and reflection, for in this 

brief period of time (from Friday to Friday), Jesus 

revolutionized the world in eternally significant ways.  
 

Starting Sunday, March 10 and ending Sunday, April 

14th we will meet each Sunday at 3PM in the Jerauld 

County Courthouse Meeting Room. The Springs Area 

Bus is available for free rides, please call them to arrange 

for pick up.  

6 Week Lenten Study 
 

 

Hello everyone, 

We hope you are doing well and that those in the Midwest made it 

through the blizzard okay. The first day of Spring is not too far away! 

As many of you know, we are now back in the U.S. and have found a 

place to live in Spearfish! It was a huge blessing how quickly we found 

the apartment and were able to get moved in. It is a two bedroom 

apartment not too far from the Black Hills State University Campus. 

So Mitch won't have too far to walk to get to work. Our new address:

 Mitch and Sonja Kraft 

             624 University St. Apt. 4 

             Spearfish, SD 57783 

We love getting mail  

Last month we attended the debriefing program and found it very 

beneficial and helpful. It was encouraging to meet other people in the 

same stage of life as us, transitioning from the foreign mission field 

back to the U.S. Our instructors were very knowledgeable and helped 

us process through different thoughts and emotions. We left the 

program refreshed and even more excited for this next step in our 

journey. Thank you for those who helped make it possible financially 

and for all who were praying for us during that time.  

For the rest of this school semester, Mitch will start attending staff 

meetings for Campus Ventures and spending some time on campus 

meeting people. Along with that we will be working on support 

raising, as our financial needs have increased with moving back to the 

U.S. and having a baby. Mitch is excited to get started on his new job 

and get connected on campus.  

Baby Kraft is growing well and continues to be healthy. The due date 

is May 1st and that will be here before we know it! We are so excited 

to meet our little baby! 

Prayer requests: 

* That support raising would go well and that God would lead us to 

the right people to join our team. (If you, or someone you know, 

might be interested in joining our financial team, please let us know).  



* For healthy labor and delivery for Sonja and Baby Kraft  

* That we would continue to process through this transition phase 

well. 

Please let us know how we can be praying for you. We love hearing 

from you all. 

   Blessings, Mitch and Sonja 

 

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit! 
 

Health Concerns – Emmett & Owen Bridgman, Cecile Knight, 

Zayden (child of Summer Schooler & Adam Wolfcale), Jared 

Yost (grandson of Don & Carol Hurley, Joyce Rogers, Lindsey 

Dubs, Quinn Mohling, Sean Rubino, Tiny Gohring & Steve 

Deneke. Phyllis Comes Flying, Kiya & son & Weldon. Beverly 

Sorensen, Dale Leischner, Olivia Jo Munce, Gloria Fastnacht, 

Don & Dawn Novak, David Grieve, Drake Rounds, Heath 

Huberg, Leslie Vinderslev, G. Ann Cline, Annie Holset, Larry 

Myers, Marilyn Larson & Christi Swenson. 
 

Cancer Fight – Louise Schaller, Nan White, Craig Leslie, Denice 

Hein, Jerry Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil Deneke, Calvin Hinrichs, 

Jackie Johnson & Sonnie Schimke. 
 

Nursing Home – Dorothy Powell, Melvin Schorzman, Don Kraft, 

Bessie Kruse & Allen Rasmussen. All who are cared for in nursing 

homes around the world and their care givers. 
 

Other Concerns – The people of Nebraska & New Zealand, the 

Bridgman (Emmett’s mom, Yesenia & dad, Nathan) family. Bill 

Rimpo, Becky Leslie, Irene Olson, Betty Hines & family, Jesse & 

Shawn Block and the Huberg/Salmen family. Mitch & Sonja 

Kraft, our compassion child Miguel and our local Mission Team. 
 

Pray for God to be at work in our lives as we reach out in our 

community and beyond! 
 

Blessings & Thanks – For those who participated in the Action 

Team storm cleanup… not having to worry about how they 

were going to clean up their yards of all the tree limbs and 

branches, those who were recipients were ever grateful!!! 

 

Prayerfully consider your partPrayerfully consider your partPrayerfully consider your partPrayerfully consider your part: You may write to 

Miguel anytime of year using the Compassion 

Child form (published in March newsletter or can 

be found on a clipboard in the WS UMC Chapel). 

However, Miguel is in need of encouragement right 

now!!! Prayerfully consider jotting a note to him 

and getting it to Tammy Mettler SOONER than 

later… PLEASE! 

>   >>   >>>   >>>>>  •  <<<<<   <<<   <<   < 
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Secretary, Laura Kieser: genevieve@venturecomm.net 

House 605.539-1941 Cell 605.999-0084 

 

 



 
 

 

Feeding South Dakota 
FREE FOOD for SENIORS in need. Please contact one of the 

following individuals if you are interested in learning more about 

this program: 

Velma Anderson  307.258-2572 April Grubb  605.539-1980 

Carol Maxfield  605.539-1727  Tammy Mettler  605.539-1958 

Jean Scheel  605.539-1153 

Eligibility   * At least 60 years of age.   * On a limited income. 

 

 
 

 
 

     Holy week is a special time where we seek 
to experience the final days of Jesus leading 
up to his sacrifice on the cross and triumphant 
resurrection. Invite your family, friends, and 
neighbors to join us as we honor our Savior, 
remember his sacrifice, and celebrate the 
resurrection! 
 

 



 

 
 

Starting Resurrection Sunday we will begin a new 
5 week sermon series: The Jesus Experience. 

 

Jesus changes everything. 
Darkness turns to light. 

Death turns to life. 
Weak turns to strength. 

 

Don’t miss this new sermon series starting 
April 21st, Resurrection Sunday. 

 
 

>   >>   >>>   >>>>>  •  <<<<<   <<<   <<   < 

 

Pastor Zach Kingery: zach.kingery@gmail.com 

Office 605.539-1567 Cell 605.838-6303  



 
 
#EveryDayMatters is a 6-week series designed to help us have 
purposeful conversations, encourage us with real life stories, 
and challenge us to take action steps each day to enable God to 
grow us and use us to advance His kingdom. What we do every 
day matters more than what we do every once in a while, and 
the only thing that lasts beyond the grave is that which is 
connected to Christ. Join a group as we learn the importance of 
making every day matter and learn together how to be better 
equipped to share our faith. Sign ups are at the church - series 
starts beginning of May. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FORSAVE THE DATE FORSAVE THE DATE FORSAVE THE DATE FOR    
Dakotas Dakotas Dakotas Dakotas AAAAnnual Conferencennual Conferencennual Conferencennual Conference    

 

What does your schedule look like in June? 
Dakota’s Annual Conference takes place in Bismarck 
June 4 – 8. Learn & grow while attending workshops 
and conversing with other United Methodists in your 

conference. Mark your calendars and contact 
Pastor Zach for more details on attending. 

 

 
 

 
 



 Wessington Springs United Methodist Church                   April 2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

AWANA @ Immanuel 
Baptist Church 

Supper 5:30 pm 

Lessons 6 – 7:30 pm 

1  
P – Day Off 
A – Mark & LaVonne 
   Cashman 
 

2  
P & O – Bible Study @  
   the Manor 10 am 
 

3  
P – Alpena 
O - CYG @ OSL 

   6:30 – 8 pm 
 

4  
P – Office Hours 
   9 am – 12 pm 

A – Craig & Penny 
   Wenzel 
B – Pam Duering 

5  
P – Office Hours 
   9 am – 12 pm 

B – Rebecca Huberg 

6  
 

7  
O – 9:30 am Choir 
  10:30 am Fellowship     
  11 am - Church Service 
  Pot-Luck after service 

O – 1:30 pm Women’s 
P & O – Lenten Study 
   3 pm Courthouse 

8  
P – Day Off 
 

9  
P & O – Bible Study @  
   the Manor 10 am 
B – Wendell Brown 
B – Gloria Fastnacht 

10  
P – Alpena 
P – Ministerial  
   Association 10 am  
O - CYG @ OSL 

   6:30 – 8 pm 
 

11  
P – Office Hours 
   9 am – 12 pm 
 

12  
P – Office Hours 
   9 am – 12 pm 

B – Marlys Shryock 

13  
B – Lexy Faulhaber 

14     Holy Week 
         
        Palm Sunday 
O – 9:30 am Choir 
  10:30 am Fellowship     
  11 am - Church Service 
O – 1:30 pm Women’s 
P & O – Lenten Study 
   3 pm Courthouse 
A – Felipe & Sue 
   Campos 
B – Kayla Boomsma 

15      Holy Week 
P – Day Off 
B – Abby Younie 
B – Linda Willman 
B – Dennis Mettler 

16      Holy Week 
P & O – Bible Study @  
   the Manor 10 am 
O – Feeding SD Mobile  
   Food truck 2 pm  
   @ Ag Building 
O – Springs Blue Bag   
   Packing Day - 3 pm @  
   WS Grade School Library 
 

17     Holy Week  
P – Alpena 
O - CYG @ OSL 

   6:30 – 8 pm 
 

18      Holy Week 
P – Office Hours 
   9 am – 12 pm 
P & O – Maundy  
   Thursday Service 
   7 pm United Parish 
   of Alpena 
A – Wayne & Beverly 
   Salmen 
 

19      Holy Week 
P – Office Hours 
   9 am – 12 pm 

P & O – Good Friday 
   Service @ 7 pm 
   WS UMC 

20      Holy Week 
 

P & O – Newsletter    
   Articles, photos &  
   events due. 

21    Resurrection 

            Sunday 
O – 9:30 am Choir 
  10:30 am Fellowship     
  11 am - Church Service 
O – 1:30 pm Women’s 

22  
P – Day Off 
 

23  
P & O – Bible Study @  
   the Manor 10 am 
B – Robin Peterson 

24  
P – Alpena 
O - CYG @ OSL 

   6:30 – 8 pm 

B – Karen Wenzel 
B – Laura Kieser 

25  
P – Office Hours 
   9 am – 12 pm 
 

26  
P – Office Hours 
   9 am – 12 pm 

B – Kirk Luymes 

27  
 

28  
O – 9:30 am Choir 
  10:30 am Fellowship     
  11 am - Church Service 
O – 1:30 pm Women’s 

29  
P – Day Off 
 

30  
P & O – Bible Study @  
   the Manor 10 am 
 

 

Pastor Zach Kingery  605.838.6303          WSUMC Website www.springsumc.com 

 

Key =    A – Anniversary   B – Birthday   P – Pastor   O - Other  



 



Wessington Springs United Methodist Church  Administrative Council / March 20, 2019 
 

I.   Devotions – Pastor Zach provided devotions from Luke14:15-35, “The Great Banquet” and the cost of 
being a disciple. 

II. Call to order Gerald Kraft called the meeting to order with Randy & Gretchen Burnison, Hub & Laura 
Kieser, Kirk & Lynda Luymes, Lila Hoffman, Sandy Wenzel and Pastor Zach present.  

III. Secretary Minutes – A motion to approve the January 16, 2019 Ad Council minutes. M/ S (Lynda / Lila) 

Motion carried 
IV. Treasurer Report – A motion was made to approve the Treasurer report. M/ S (Randy / Kirk) Motion 

carried 
V. Finance Report – Only 14 pledges were received covering 24% of the budget. Please pray for 

improvement and dedication to the church we belong to!  
VI. Committee Reports 

a. PPR & Lay Leader – Blessings have been bestowed upon the Kingery family with meals being provided the 
first 10 days after baby Jameson was born. The schedule for cleaning the church while Jessica is on maternity 
leave has been filled through March. Lynda will check with Jessica to see if she needs further coverage. 
- Next on Lynda’s schedule is to prepare for graduation and lawn care needs at the church.  
b. Trustees – Shingles were repaired on the church roof after the storm. 
- Items found while cleaning the church that are no longer used were given to Tammy for value research. Ad 
Council decided that a silent auction will take place in May, giving people a chance to see what was found and 
bid if indeed they wish to own the items. . Laura will take some pictures for the newsletter, “watch for details as 
they unfold”.  
c. Worship – Preparing for Easter season / Resurrection Sunday. A computer was added to the sound system. 
d. Membership – 93 Full, 49 Constituents and 12 Preparatory = 154 Total Members. 
e. Education – No changes. A community Lenten Study is taking place at the court house on Sunday 

afternoons. Plans are under way for a 6 week bible study after Easter.   

f. Outreach – We continue to support our Compassion Child, Miguel. Tammy asks that we extend the time 

frame to write letters of encouragement! Laura will put something in the newsletter. 

g. Action Teams – The team has a plan to help with storm cleanup as there are so many branches and tree limbs 

on the ground due to ice. Our priority is to help elders and disabled. An ad was placed in the newspaper seeking 

calls from those in need.  

h. United Youth Group – Attendance is down. This group served Awana this week. 
i. Historian – No report tonight. 

j. Pastor – A continuation of services (Sunday & Communion) at the Manor along with Tuesday bible study.  A 

sharing of announcements and plans for the Easter Season: Palm Sunday, Holy Week (Maundy Thursday, Good 

Friday) and Resurrection Sunday. 

Annual Conference will be June 6 & 7… actually 4 – 8, but most lay people attend only 2 days.   

VII. Old Business – None at this time 
VIII. New Business - Mitch and Sonja Kraft are seeking support for their work in Spearfish (similar to program 

Mindy’s participating in). A motion was made to provide $1,250.00 in support. M/ S (Hub / Kirk) Motion 

carried 
IX. Adjournment - A motion was made to adjourn. M (Sandy / Lynda) Adjourned.        

 

Laura Kieser, Secretary 

 

 

Ad Council – May 15, 2019 

 

And beyond… 

 

July 17, 2019  Sept. 18, 2019  Charge Conference - ? Nov. 20, 2019 


