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Wessington Springs
United Methodist Church
“We will nurture each other and spread the
Spirit of Christian love to all”.
Our mission statement

From the Desk of Pastor Zach
Greetings church family. Please know that you are all in my prayers
as we face these unprecedented and ever-changing times. The arrival
of this new viral outbreak known as COVID-19, or coronavirus, has
led to global disruptions. Now, usually, global disruptions might mean
small hiccups of disruption for us in the rural midwest but as I said these times are unprecedented and ever-changing. As I write this the
Cattle and Ag markets, as well as the stock market in general, are all
in disarray. And to add to the confusion we are receiving daily updates
and changes issued by nation and state governments that have
altered work, school, businesses, and life-as-usual for nearly
everyone.
As I write this a part of me would like to tell you that I, and the church
leadership, have a concrete plan on how the next few weeks and
months will look when it comes to the life of our faith community in
terms of worship gatherings, Bible study, discipleship meetings, ect.
However, I am thankful that we do not have concrete plans because I
know that if we did then we would rely and trust in those plans during
a time when we most assuredly need to be fully relying and trusting in
the Lord and guidance of the Holy Spirit. Instead, our plans are
flexible, not concrete, but they are also plans with a solid foundation
built on the rock of our salvation. (What does it mean that God is the
rock of our salvation? See 2nd Samuel 22:47 & Psalm 95:1)
Currently, we are planning on having Drive-In Church. We want you
and others in our community to still be able to participate in a worship
service and be able to ‘fellowship’ with one another. While there will
be no shaking of hands or up close visiting being done it looks as if, at
least for the time being, fellowship means being able to see your
neighbors and friends from your vehicle and waving to each other
from your parking spot. In this time of increasing isolation the need for
community will become greater and greater. Drive-In church is one
way we are hoping to create the feel of community while doing what is
needed for the safety and protection of our families, friends, and
neighbors.
As things change and develop we will keep you informed to any
changes or alterations being made on our end. If COVID-19
progresses in the way the experts are currently predicting I think that
the artificial lights of this world will quickly dim and fade. The trivial
things people used to find so important will no longer offer hope and
their eyes will be opened as they begin to see the true light of the
world - the light of Christ. We as the church need to bear the light of

Christ with our every thought word and deed: with our every phone
call and facebook post; every email or letter; every conversation with
our neighbor from across the yard and every conversation with our
family during supper.
As I think about celebrating the resurrection of Jesus on April 12 I
know that this year will be different. I am reminded that when Jesus
and the disciples entered Jerusalem as the crowd cheered “Hosanna!”
the disciples more than likely thought everything was going well and
happening ‘according to plan.’ Yet a few days later many of them
would run in fear, abandoning Jesus as he was arrested. The
uncertainty they must have felt as Jesus was put on trial and then
crucified probably shook them to the core as they more than likely
thought, “God, why is this happening...?”
Our plans may fail, but God’s plan - his mission to reconcile all things
unto him through Christ Jesus - that plan will always prevail. So no
matter what may happen tomorrow (or the day after) let us be a
people of love, grace, righteousness, and truth, knowing that God is at
work in us and through us. Remember, you bear the light of Christ let it shine bright for the glory of God!

Pastor Zach Kingery
Cell 605.838.6303

Office 605.539-1567

zach.kingery@gmail.com

NOTES FROM YOUR FINANCE CHAIR
I so much love to write about people and the things that
they do for this church family, the giving hearts, the humble
service that so many provide to better our church and to better
our worship. In these current times of trial with the steady onslaught of news, I am sure there will be much to talk about in
the not to distant future and the folks who will make an impact
on our powering through the pandemic. With all that said, what
I want to talk about at this time has some to do with the
expanding numbers in attendance somewhat regularly and the
responsibility that comes with being part of the family of God.
Tithing: We are directed by God through His scriptures to
tithe to His kingdom and His church. If all believers and those
who practice Christian living tithed, or even tithed ½ of the ten
percent that He has directed us to, you would never read a
word from your finance committee about the need of giving of
your wealth to His church. That is a euphoria that neither I, nor
any of my predecessors have ever experienced. Instead of the
conversation always being about our needs and the struggle to
meet them, in the world that Christ wants for us, the
conversation should be, “look at all the wealth and here is what
we can do for His kingdom with the generosity that His people
have shared for the furtherance of His love and service for
mankind”. We haven’t yet had that conversation.
American Express has over the years, expounded about how
with having their card, “membership has its privilege”. So does
being part of Gods kingdom! All that we have He has given to
us in thanksgiving for the gifts that we receive from our Gad
and Father; He only asks that we return 10% to His church. As
man is of a sinful nature and the world wherein we exist is
imperfect because of man, we’ll probably never see a world
where 10% is returned, nor a world where great need is nonexistent.
So, what is this yahoo of a finance chairman getting at
anyway?? Only this… As a member of His church, we all need to
do a better job of giving back that portion of which He has

given, and as new parishioners, remember what it is He has
given and remember to practice tithing as well as you can. The
conversation should not be about meeting the budget, but
rather about what great things we CAN do for His kingdom. This
congregation shines when it comes to Missional giving such as
in the cases of the Tree Of Life and the Phyllis Comes Flying
thrift “Store” that this church supports; let us not forget what it
takes to have His church here to do His work.
The United Methodist Church of Wessington Springs is here
because of the grace of God. Thank God and all His people here
for this church of such good and generous people. He gave us
His best, let us give our best back to the One who Created us
and continues to give to us, His Best! A-men church? A-men!
Financial chair and thankful member, Hub Kieser

Drive-In Church
The leadership of WSUMC is introducing a new way of
worshipping together in these unique times! In order to
help lessen the possible transmission of COVID-19 we invite
you to sing, pray, and participate in worship with us from
the comfort and safety of your own automobiles.
Join us starting April 5th at the Wessington Springs
Elementary School east parking lot. Arrive at 10:45AM and
you will be directed where to park and how to participate.
And, as always: Invite your family, friends, and neighbors!
Gifts, Tithes, and Offerings
Due to the increased measures of social distancing and
precautionary isolation please remember that we rely on
your faithful giving to continue the work of the church and
our ministry to all of you and the community. As the needs
of those within our community continue to increase, so do
the amount of requests received by the church for
assistance. While there are a number of programs within
the community to help fill those needs, not all needs can
be met by community programs/organizations. And as a
church we have the Scriptural mandate to tend to more
than just spiritual needs, but mental, emotional, and
physical needs as well. Please remain faithful in your tithes
to the church and, if you are able, please consider giving
additional gifts as well.
The standard method of giving has always been passing
the offering plate, which we can no longer do. So here are
some of the current ways to give:
- Drop an envelope in the ‘mailbox’ we will have set up at
Drive-In church.
- Have your bank set up recurring giving through bill-pay
which automatically transfers the money from your
account to the church account (If you bank with
American Bank & Trust they have a form to fill out that
can quickly and easily be set up).

- Mail in your tithe to WSUMC PO Box 369
(If giving cash at Drive-In church or through the mail
please have it in an envelope with your name on it so it
can be sure to include it on a giving statement for your tax
purposes.)
Thank you for supporting the work of this church as we
seek to advance God’s Kingdom and be a blessing to our
community.
Should we need to change our church gatherings we will
send out an email, make phone calls, and post on
Facebook: facebook.com/WessingtonSpringsUMC

Interesting History Lesson
When I cleaned out a box in the archives, I found
four interesting checks.
Nov. 6, 1993 $48.83 was spent for plywood for
the young adult group, the Rainbows, to make the
Christmas Nativity Scene.
On Nov. 9, 1993 $2,280.00 was spent on the
Window Project.
There was a campaign called "Pass it On" where
we spent quite a bit of money. A call to the
conference yielded the answer to my question,
“what was it for?” That campaign raised money
for the UMC camping program.
A final payment for the lift was written in 1993.
Thank you to Joyce Beckman and the late Irene
Scott for those record keeping skills.
Sincerely,
Gretchen Burnison

Springs Blue Bag DONATIONS WELCOME
Small jars of peanut butter
Boxes of Granola Bars
6-pack packages of INDIVIDUAL Fruit Cups
Please drop them off at the WS UMC from now,
through the summer months… just one easy item to
donate and supplement our efforts!

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit
Health Concerns – Steve Symes, Phyllis Arhart, Joe Turner,
Sandy Wenzel, Laura Kieser, Drew Kraft, Mary Anna Jones,
Tony Willman, Brian VanBuren, Carol Steffensen, Cecile
Knight, Joyce Rogers, Lindsey Dubs, Quinn Mohling, Tiny
Gohring & Steve Deneke. Hattie Thigh, Dale Leischner,
Olivia Jo Munce, Don & Dawn Novak and Dawn’s mom,
David Grieve, Drake Rounds, Leslie Vinderslev, G. Ann
Cline, Annie Holset, Marilyn Larson & Christi Swenson.
Cancer Fight – David Arnott, Pauline Kaus, Cory Hainy,
Gloria Fastnacht, Brian Canca, Jared Jost, Sean Rubino,
Louise Schaller, Denice Hein, Jerry Jassmer, Jim Marvin,
Cecil Deneke and Sonnie Schimke.
Nursing Home – LaVonne Beckman, Joyce Beckman,
Beverly Sorensen, Dorothy Powell, Don Kraft & Bessie Kruse.
All who are cared for in nursing homes around the world
and their care givers.
Other Concerns
For our global well being in dealing with loss and
challenges of social distancing caused by COVID19.
For our compassion child Miguel and his brother Rafael.
For Drew Kraft and family as they recover from the hog
barn fire.
For those who have lost loved ones as they continue to
grieve and heal.
For those working in Missions; Mindy Kraft, Mitch & Sonja
Kraft and our Action Team.
To add or remove someone from the prayer list
please contact the Pastor or Laura Kieser.
You may also use the prayer request card (in the
pews or ask an usher for one) and drop them in
the offertory plate on any given Sunday.

Church
Lawn Care
Sign-up Sheet
You don’t have
to do it the old
fashion way…

I always remember Ephesians 6:2 – “Honor your father and mother” –
which is the first commandment with a promise. I am going to church.
Life is hard but worth. I send you a Bible verse. Please pray for my
brother Rafael, who is away, and for my sister and dad!”
In this letter Miguel is referring to the large birthday gift of $100 we
sent in honor of his 16th birthday last year. He used the gift to
purchase supplies for his family. Thank you for your prayers for
Miguel in this very vulnerable time in his life.
Tammy Mettler

Just because you sign up, doesn’t mean you have to use a push
mower. Call a friend and ask them to weed whack while you
mow, or hire someone else to do the work. Maybe your spouse
is an avid outdoors person who needs to “get some sun” or you
want to take some weight off … encourage each other by
volunteering and using this weekly task for a month to not only
tan, but get that weight program started!

There’s no time like the present to “tithe” your services while
getting something in return… The sign up sheet is on a table in
the Chapel. Any questions, please contact
Lynda Luymes @ 350-1628 or Randy Burnison @ 350-6978
Blessings & Thanks for your prayerful consideration!

Miguel News
We received a letter from Miguel!
“December 21, 2019
Hello dear friends, how are you doing? I hope you are doing fine.
How this year has been treating you? This year went by really fast. At
school, I am doing fine and getting good grades. I am working hard
and staying away from drugs. I have read your previous letter again.
Thank you for your support, you help me so much. I am writing some
songs, and you all are my inspiration. Thank you for the gift in value
of R$349.57, I bought food supplies as pasta, rice, beans, flour, sugar
and more. Thank you so much, I know you send me this gift with
much love. I am sad since I am not getting along with my parents, but

Mission Work Day for Fort Thompson
On Wednesday, March 11, 2020 a work day was scheduled to sort the
many boxes of coats Randy and Gretchen Burnison brought back from
Tree of Life in Mission, SD. Randy loaded 6 pallets of boxes onto a
trailer and brought them back to Wessington Springs to be sorted for
Fort Thompson. Dennis and Tammy Mettler sorted through and
delivered 2 of the 6 pallets on March 5 and 6th. Phyllis distributed all
the items on Saturday, March 7th from 9 to 2:30 when every last item
was given away.
Elton Kaus and Dennis Mettler brought the trailer to the church and
helped unload all the boxes. Jean Furguson, Julie Kaus, Patti Keeton,
Abby and Tammy Mettler began at 9:00am on March 11 and were
nearly done sorting the other 4 pallets of boxes by noon. Abby,
Tammy and Laura Kieser finished sorting by 3:00pm. Pastor Zach and
his father helped arrange boxes and clean up. The boxes were sorted
into 2 categories, winter and summer. The boxes contain many, many
coats/jackets for seasons as well as some boots, shoes, clothes and
accessories. Thank you, Randy, Gretchen, Elton, Dennis, Jean, Julie,
Patti, Abby, Laura, Zach and your father for tackling this large mission
project.
The items will be delivered to Phyllis Comes Flying at Fort Thompson
as soon as it is safe for people to be moving outside their homes again.
Praise God for this huge blessing of gifts for the community of Fort
Thompson!
Tammy Mettler

Mitch & Sonja
Change seems to be the constant this semester. Some of the
change is welcomed and some of it is not, but we are thankful that
we serve a God that is constant and loves us. This semester started
with many students that went to our winter retreat investing them
selves into applying what they learned there. Many are seeing growth
in knowing God as a personal savior and learning to walk in freedom
from guilt and fear.
God continues to answer prayers. A prayer of mine has been
to have more contact with the football team. Over half of the male
athletes at BHSU play football and I have only 1 faithful guy from that
team. This semester, BHSU got a new head coach in football. When I
went into his office to introduce myself and share how I am here to
help his players figure out life and faith I got an unexpected answer.
The coach said he had been praying God would send someone like me
to him in his first 2 months at BHSU. We have hit it off really well and
I led a devotional with the coaches 2 times before spring break. With
the coach being more on board and the faithful football player we
saw a few more football players attending our Wednesday night bible
study before break. God is faithful and is moving in the lives of
students and coaches here at BHSU. Thank you for your continued
support and prayers as we work on campus.
Now that we are into the 2nd week of social distancing in
Spearfish I wanted to update you all in what we are doing during this
unprecedented time. In summary we are no longer meeting on
campus this semester but are using social media, text, and calls to
continue to disciple the students we are privileged to work with. As of
right now there are no cases of COVID-19 in Spearfish. Therefore for
the students that are in Spearfish we are meeting in small groups
when possible. I have been able to still meet with 2 of the 4 guys I am
investing in, in person and we have had a few students in our home
as well. Prayers for wisdom in how to disciple over distance are much
appreciated in the coming weeks. God is good and many of the

students are seeming to be handling this pandemic well. Trusting that
God is in control. A test will reveal character, priorities, and our faith.
The students are handling this test well, pray for their continued
patience in trial.
Another change that has happened this semester is that we
have moved!! We are now home owners as we were able to find a
house that fits our needs and allows us to do ministry better. Our old
apartment wasn’t able to host more than 6 people at a time which
meant we couldn’t host most of our events at the apartment. Our
new home allows us to host meetings and social events for students
much easier. Our new address is 220 E. Illinois St. Spearfish, SD
57783.
Prayer request:
1. Wisdom on how to love and train students from a far.

2. Senior athletes who lost their final season. 4 out of 10 athletes in
our bible study don’t get to compete in their final season. Most are
handling it pretty well but the disappointment still creeps in
sometime.
3. Community for students during this social distancing time

Praises:

1. New positive relations with coaches and athletes

2. A Pakistani student asked questions about Christianity during our
Super Bowl party. Pray that the answers given would increase
curiosity
3. Extra time with family during this time. Arbin has enjoyed the extra
time with his parents. May we all take advantage of the slower pace
of life right now to get to know God better and spend time with
family.

April 2020
Sun

Women’s Prayer
Group has been
suspended
until further notice.

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
P – Alpena
O – Community Youth
Pastor
Group and AWANA
Zach Kingery
suspended until
605.838.6303
further notice due to
COVID19!
A – Mark & LaVonne
Cashman
7
8
P & O – Bible Study @ P – Alpena
the Manor has been
suspended until
further notice.

2
P – Office Hours

3
P – Office Hours

4
A – Craig & Penny
Wenzel

9
P – Office Hours
B – Wendell Brown
B – Gloria Fastnacht

10
P – Office Hours

11

13
P – Day Off
B – Lexy Faulhaber

14
A – Felipe & Sue
Campos
B – Kylee Boomsma

16
P – Office Hours

17
P – Office Hours

18
A – Wayne & Bev
Salmen

24
P – Office Hours
B – Karen Wenzel
B – Laura Kieser

25

Key
A – Anniversary
B – Birthday
P – Pastor
O – Other

5
O – 11 am Drive-in
Church Service
@ Elementary
School parking lot
B – Rebecca Huberg
12
O – 11 am Drive-in
Church Service
@ Elementary
School parking lot
B – Marlys Shryock
19
O – 11 am Drive-in
Church Service
@ Elementary
School parking lot

6
P – Day Off

20
P – Day Off
P & O – Newsletter
articles, photos
and etc… due to
secretary

21
22
P – 5:30 pm Ministerial P – Alpena
Association Meeting

23
P – Office Hours
B – Robin Peterson

26
O – 11 am Drive-in
Church Service
@ Elementary
School parking lot
B – Kirk Luymes

27
P – Day Off

28

30
P – Office Hours

15
P – Alpena
B – Dennis Mettler
B – Linda Willman
B – Abby Younie

29
P – Alpena

Secretary, Laura Kieser – 605.999-0084
genevieve@venturecomm.net
WSUMC Website www.springsumc.com

Wessington Springs United Methodist Church
Administrative Council / March 18, 2020
I. Devotions – Were provided by Randy.
II. Call to order Gerald Kraft called the meeting to order with Randy Burnison, Hub & Laura Kieser, Lynda &
Kirk Luymes, Lila Hoffman and Pastor Zach present.
III. Secretary Minutes – A motion was made to approve both the January 15th Ad Council Minutes. M/ S
(Randy / Lynda) Motion carried
IV. Treasurer Report – A motion was made to approve the Treasurer report. M/ S (Kirk / Lynda) Motion
carried
V. Finance Report – With more people attending services, tithing has not increased but it is more stable.
VI. Committee Reports
a. PPR – It’s exciting to see a larger church family! Lynda is seeking volunteers to assist Jessica with cleaning
the facilities and monthly coverage for lawn care. Sign up sheets will be in the Chapel.
b. Lay-Leader – Lynda prepared and submitted the application for the Deadwood Grant for the bell tower
restoration. In doing so she found that our non-profit status had lapsed. Laura filed the missing reports, so we
are now in good standing with the Secretary of State.
c. Trustees – Use of $1,560 from Special Funds (designated gift) was spent during the 11% of at Menards on
lighting for the basement… it is much brighter now! Other projects for the basement to make it more usable:
Updating the electrical service, which Westendorf is looking at for us. Recruiting painting volunteers as weather
permits ventilation.
d. Worship – The committee theme: “in an attempt to get more people and families involved in the service”.
- Lila joined the worship committee and shared that 2 – 3 more people (meetings 3 – 4 times per year) would be
great to share ideas and planning.
- A class to organize and train new ushers, greeters, acolytes, communion servers, etc… Date of class TBD.
- Thanks Zach for inviting people to join the choir (even if it is just for holidays)! New music has been
purchased.
- Resurrection Sunday service will be centered around a play by the Children’s Sunday School.
- We appreciate Eric and Betsy Schroeder helping to run the sound system. It helps to have more than one
person know how to run it, so if anyone would like to learn that as well, we would be so grateful.
e. Membership – 100 Full, 46 Constituents and 13 Preparatory = 159 Total Members.
f. Education – Children: Jessica Kingery organized Sunday school teachers previously for the start of the year
and have had Sunday School for ages 4 - 6th Grade every week with an average of 12 students.
Bible Study: A six week study, Truth Plus Love, started the weekend of Feb. 29/March 1. Offered Saturdays at
10AM, Sundays at 9:30AM and will finish on April 4/5. Around 18 in attendance each week.
Lenten Gatherings: Due to dwindling attendance in previous years the Westies (churches west of Dakota Ave.)
opted to have Lenten Gatherings instead of traditional services. These Gatherings are a time of prayer, worship,
and group learning and discussion, and are held at the Jerauld County Courthouse meeting room. The study this
year is “It is Finished” a study over the final words of Jesus while on the cross. Lenten Gatherings have been
canceled as the Courthouse has requested restricted access in an attempt to prevent the spread/transmission of
COVID-19.
g. Outreach – No report tonight.
h. Action Teams – 4 Pallets of coats and 2 pallets of rummage sent from Tree of Life have been sorted and will
be taken to Phyllis Comes Flying at Ft. Thompson to be distributed. This will be done in stages so as not to
overwhelm, plus some is summer and some is winter. Thanks Tammy & Dennis for organizing this mission!
i. Community Youth Group – Cancelled as long as School is doing remote learning. Currently, Pastor Zach is
scheduled to teach in April until school dismisses.
j. Historian – Gretchen sorted through boxes of checks to have shredded and found a few interesting ones
which she will write an article for the newsletter. Laura did the shredding for confidentiality purposes.

k. Pastor – Pastor Zach conducted the Prayer and Funeral service for Karen Messmer.
- Pastor concluded a Sermon Series over the Letter to Titus. A new series Foreshadowed started 03/08 about
seeing hints of Jesus in the Old Testament.
- A weekly 10 am Bible study at Avera Weskota Manor has been cancelled as the Manor is in quarantine
lockdown. He is leading the Saturday morning “Truth Plus Love” bible study and was leading the Lenten
Gatherings which have also been cancelled.
- The Bishop issued a release recommending the suspension of all church services. Copy provided.
- Pastor attended the Dakotas Conservative/Traditionalist Gathering on 02/25 at Sunnycrest UMC in Sioux
Falls.
- The Dakotas Annual Conference is June 10-13 in Sioux Falls. We need Lay Leadership representation.
VII. Old Business
– None at this time.
VIII. New Business –
a. A motion was made to allow AWANA to use the WS UMC church basement for Derby Races
4/8/2020 and any other events they wish to hold. M/ S (Hub / Kirk) Motion carried
b. Randy will request Camps and Conferences funding on the following items:
i. A motion was made to continue financial support in the sum of $1,250.00 for Mitch & Sonja
Kraft’s mission work. M/ S (Laura / Kirk) Motion carried
ii. A motion was made to reimburse $1,000.00 to Randy for traveling to Tree o f Life for board
meetings and bringing the pallets of clothing for Ft. Thompson. M/ S (Hub / Zach) Motion
carried
iii. A motion was made to provide Pastor Zach financial support up to $250.00 for registration
and mileage to a “Rural Matters” Conference - One Day Summit, May 12 th in Rapid City.
M/ S (Kirk / Laura) Motion carried
iv. A motion was made to provide $120.00 registration for a family to attend the Fellowship of
Christian Sportsmen Family Fly Fishing event May 29th – 31st. M/ S (Kirk / Lynda) Motion
carried
IX. Adjournment - A motion was made to adjourn. M (Lynda / Zach) Adjourned.
Laura Kieser, Secretary
Ad Council 2020 = May 20 / July 15 / September 16 / November 18 @ 8 pm in the “Fellowship” Chapel
Wessington Springs United Methodist Church
Administrative Council Special Meeting / March 23, 2020
X. Call to order Gerald Kraft called the meeting to order with Randy Burnison via phone, Hub & Laura
Kieser, Lynda & Kirk Luymes and Pastor Zach present.
XI. COVID-19 – Conversation regarding the meeting that was held by the City Council, County
Commissioners and emergency service leaders was the topic of discussion with several options for our
worship service discussed. A motion was made to hold the first Drive-in Service at WS UMC to “work out
the kinks” while working out details of holding it in the park or at the elementary grade school parking lot.
M/ S (Laura / Kirk) Motion carried
Note: Pastor Zach has acquired equipment to transmit the service over the radio to our vehicles.
It’s a great way for people to see each other and still maintain that social distancing. We can
wave, open the windows and hear each other sing, and feel a sense of community.
Laura Kieser, Secretary

