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Wessington Springs
United Methodist Church
“We will nurture each other and spread the
Spirit of Christian love to all”.
Our mission statement
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Note: In-vehicle
Worship Service
transmission available
& Sunday School
Every Sunday morning!

4

1
P – Office Hours

O – 9:30 am Choir
Practice
10:30 am Fellowship
11:00 am Worship
Service

18
O – 9:30 am Choir
Practice
10:30 am Fellowship
11:00 am Worship
Service

25
O – 9:30 am Choir
Practice
10:30 am Fellowship
11:00 am Worship
Service

Fri

5

12
P – Day Off
B – Marlys Shryock

6
7
P – Office Hours
P – Alpena
P – 10 am Bible Study P – Confirmation
Class 4 – 5:30 pm
at the Manor

8
P – Office Hours

13
P – Office Hours
P – 10 am Bible Study
at the Manor

15
P – Office Hours

3
P & O – 1st & 3rd Study
Group @ 9 am
Chapel

9
P – Office Hours

10

26
P – Day Off
B – Kirk Luymes

B – Wendell Brown

O – United Youth Group
@ OSL

B – Lexy Faulhaber

19
P – Day Off

Sat

2
P – Office Hours

A – Mark & LaVonne
Cashman

Resurrection Sunday P – Day Off
O – 9:30 am Choir
B – Rebecca Huberg
10:30 am Fellowship
11:00 am Worship
A – Craig & Penny
Wenzel

11

Thu

14
P – Alpena
P – Ministerial Mtg
P – Confirmation
Class 4 – 5:30 pm
O – United Youth Group
@ OSL
A – Felipe & Sue
Campos
B – Kylee Boomsma

20
21
P – Office Hours
P – Alpena
P – 10 am Bible Study P – Confirmation
Class 4 – 5:30 pm
at the Manor
O – Feeding SD Food
Distribution - 2 pm
O – Blue Bag Program
Packing - 4:45 pm

O – United Youth Group
@ OSL

27
P – Office Hours

28
P – Alpena
P – Confirmation
Class 4 – 5:30 pm
O – United Youth Group
@ OSL

16
P – Office Hours

B – Abbie Younie
B – Dennis Mettler
B – Linda Willman

17
P & O – 1st & 3rd Study
Group @ 9 am
Chapel
B – Finley Weber

22
P – Office Hours

23
P – Office Hours

29
P – Office Hours

30
P – Office Hours

24
B – Karen Wenzel
B – Laura Kieser

P & O – Newsletter
submissions due to
secretary the 20th of
the month.

From the Desk of Pastor Zach
Blessed is the one who fears the Lord always, but whoever hardens
their heart will fall into calamity. - Proverbs 28:14
I am writing this note to you on the first day of Spring 2021. The sun
warms my office and outside melts away the remains of the most
recent, and hopefully final, snow storm. I am emailing and texting and
calling people as we make plans for Palm Sunday and the celebration
of Resurrection Sunday. I am so looking forward to celebrating the
resurrection with many of you the first Sunday of April! Part of the
reason I am excited is because it has been a long, long year since our
part of the world went crazy last March.
The final Sunday of March last year was our first Sunday worshipping
outdoors as a drive-in service using an FM transmitter. Yet, in the
midst of the beginnings of the pandemic when much was unknown,
God absolutely was near. Our Palm Sunday and Resurrection Sunday
services each had around 200 people in attendance. There were some
in attendance from other churches in our area but there were also many
from our community who came seeking hope, and answers, and
reassurance. I am thankful that we were able to gather like we did to
sing songs of praise, to join together in prayer, and to hear the power
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This last year has not been the easiest
road to walk but because our hope is in Jesus it has been worth it.

his mother present for the execution. And, Jesus did not harden His
heart toward you even though it was your sin He was suffering for.
The Puritan Christians long ago had a little proverb that said, “The
same sun that melts the ice hardens the clay.” What is true of ice and
clay is also true of hearts. God does not want you to be a hardened,
jaded, fearful, defensive, non-relational person who has decided that
their hard heart would be a good grave to live in emotionally until they
enter one physically.
Is there any hardness in your heart? What needs to happen so your
heart can be healed and your life can be changed? Is there any person
you trust as wise Christian counsel to discuss this with?
A primary focus for 2021 here at WSUMC is Community and true
community is difficult to come by when we allow our hearts to be
hardened toward one another and toward the Lord. Make time to reach
out to others in the church and have a cup of coffee, get together for a
meal, meet at a park for your kids to play together. This year let’s
make sure we take the time to rejoice in the Lord and rejoice in
community with one another so that our hearts may be glad!

There will be times where life and/or circumstance, like gravity,
inevitably pulls you down.
What are the worst experiences of your life? What has most
disappointed and discouraged you?
My purpose in asking these questions is not to revile you, but rather
reveal you. One widely believed myth is that the circumstances of your
life determine the condition of your heart. If this is true, then those
who have had a hard life, will have a hardened heart.
However, life does not determine the condition of your heart. You
determine the condition of your heart. Consider the Lord Jesus. No one
has experienced the level of hardship that He did. Yet, He did not
harden His heart but instead prayed from His heart “Father” and “your
will be done”. While hanging and suffering on the cross Jesus' heart
remained tender toward God, the man being crucified next to Him, and

Pastor Zach Kingery
zach.kingery@gmail.com
Cell 605.838.6303
Office 605.539-1567

1st & 3rd Study Group
Every 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month at
9AM you are invited to participate in a time
of study and discussion as we help each
other become more faithful followers of
Jesus Christ. This study group meets in the
fellowship area next to the Sanctuary.
Current topic of study is a 10 week study from Christianity
Today - Dual Citizenship: A Christian Perspective on
Government.

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit
Health Concerns – Joyce Rogers, Duke Wenzel, David
Arnott, Phyllis Arhart, Tony Willman, Brian VanBuren, Cecile
Knight, Lindsey Dubs, Quinn Mohling, Steve & Marcia
Deneke. Olivia Jo Munce. David Grieve, Drake Rounds,
Ann Cline, Annie Holset, Marilyn Larson & Christi Swenson.
Cancer Fight – Casey Bridgman, Adeline Schmidt
(Leukemia) granddaughter of Fred & Mary Reiner, Jay
Kannenberg, Kaydance Horsley, Cindy Lutter, Amber
Kolousek, Pauline Kaus, Cory Hainy, Brian Canca, Jared
Jost, Sean Rubino, Louise Schaller, Denice Hein, Jerry
Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil Deneke and Sonnie Schimke.
Nursing Home – Joyce Beckman, Dorothy Powell and
Bessie Kruse. All who are cared for in nursing homes
around the world and their care givers.
Other Concerns
For Karen Fastnacht who is recovering from surgery. (Cards
welcome to: 203 6th St. NE Apt. 2 or give to Alicia Hanson
who will be sure Karen receives them).
For Mara Meier’s mother who is “not doing well” and for
Mara as she travels to Brazil to spend time with her.
For the family in Ft. Thompson who lost their home to fire.
For those who were affected by the fire in Lemmon, SD.
For our global well-being in dealing with: Loss, recovery &
challenges associated with COVID19.
For those continuing to fight against discrimination and for
those who are being discriminated against!
For our compassion child Miguel and his brother Rafael.
For those working in Missions; Mitch and Sonja Kraft.
Jerry & Arliss Bennett address w/Apartment number
Edgewood Assisted Living
501 E Spruce St. #126
Mitchell, SD 57301

NOTES FROM A THANKFUL MEMBER
Back to normal! Back to normal. Back, to, normal? Please?
Getting back to normal in the waning days of this recent
pandemic is for sure, moving at a snail’s pace. We, I am ready
for life to return to what it may have been some 14 or so
months ago. But, will it ever really return to the old normal?
Only time will reveal what a new normal will be. Until then, we,
I, need to remain patient as the “new” normal unfolds… ever so
slowly…
Some of the things that are somewhat more normal are our
worship services. The pew ropes are gone and for the last five
weeks all worshipers are inside, even if the inside is in our
homes for some of us. Normal is coming. A few of our young
families were hopeful for a nursery during worship service and
as in scripture; ask, and He shall provide! With coaxing and
leadership from our beloved pastor, room dividers were
acquired from the UCC church family and our own Shelley
Fuerst and Gretchen Burnison team, along with good volunteer
help, situated a comfy little nursery area in the west wing and
they see to it, it is manned [(or womanned…) (is that even a
word?)] every Sunday. Normal is coming, Sunday School is
being led by a few volunteers (mostly Jessica) and attendance
is getting better. We’ve hit up to 9 attending… there may have
even been a 10 or 11 once. Normal is coming. Although the
choir is still silent, there is a song leader most every Sunday to
help us musically challenged folks follow with hymns during
worship. Normal is coming. We’ve even had fellowship with
goodies before worship the last few weeks and the attendees
are lingering longer after worship in the back and in the narthex
visiting with each other, kind-a like normal… it’s coming.
I am thankful for all these little nuances that bring a small
feel of normal returning. I believe a renewal of the spirit that
the Easter season fills us with is appropriate for the slow return
of normal and although we won’t see some of the things that

we might relate to normal for a while yet, it IS coming and in
the greater or greatest sense, so is He! And, we WILL celebrate
His love and His resurrection soon… and that would be…
normal.
I started this “notes” planning on empathizing Shelley and
her leadership with her team for the nursery, but I went a little
off the rails (again) with His spirit guiding my fingers on the old
Smith-Corona (actually it’s a NAKAJIMA) so I’ll blame Him for
my foray into the whole normal is coming thing. He, IS coming!
While we wait, don’t forget to thank Shelley and her crew for
the whole nursery thing. She’s another good reason that our
United Methodist Church, IS! See ya’ll during this Lenten season
and Easter Sunday!
Sincerely,
Hub Kieser, thankful member

Laura Kieser, Secretary
genevieve@venturecomm.net
Home 605.539-1941

Cell 605.999-0084

but will get that information to you as soon as we receive it.
Items donated may be left at the United Methodist Church or at
Mettler's Locker
Kitchen items – dish soap, spatula, rubber scraper, salt/pepper
shakers, spices, glasses, coffee cups, bowls, storage
containers, cutting board, knives, measuring spoon/cups,
strainer
Kitchen towels, dish rags, pot holders
News from Phyllis Comes Flying

“March 16, 2021

On Friday morning March 12, 2021 my church friends arrived
from Kimball with furniture, clothes, etc. for the Nelson Blaine
family. Several weeks ago they lost their trailer house in a fire.
The same evening Joyce Krueger and Connie McLaughlin came
with more things for the Nelson family from Wessington Springs.
Nelson and family didn’t get a house yet and they are still living
at the motel (in Chamberlain).
A big thank you to the following families for all their donations.
Connie McLaughlin for donating her late parents, Clayton and
Annie’s things; Joyce Krueger; Tammy and Dennis Mettler, Julie
Kaus, Kathy Bergeleen family and the United Methodist Church.
You are all good Christian people and families in Wessington
Springs. We appreciate everything in a real special way and
thank you from the bottom of our hearts. Praise the Lord for
people like all of you.
When things happen and people need things in our community,
I always try to help them in the best way. We need a thrift store
here in our little community but no vacant building anywhere.
I wish you all well, and most of all, thank you all for all your good
deeds, your love and friendship. Take care!
Our love and prayers,
Phyllis and Nelson Blaine Family”
I visited with Phyllis on March 16th and she gave me a list of
items still needed for Nelson and his family for their new home
once one is available. We do not have clothing and shoe sizes

Canned food items and can opener

Pots and pans

Skillet and lid

Electric coffee pot

Full size beds and mattresses

Toaster

4 more bed pillows

Dressers

Hangers

Blankets

Towels

Washing Machine

2 more full size comforters and sheet sets
Toiletries such as soap, shampoo, body wash, toilet paper, etc.
Laundry items such as baskets, detergents, dryer sheets
Cleaning items – broom, dust pan, wastebaskets, garbage
bags, mop, dusting supplies
Thank you for praying for and donating to the people in Ft.
Thompson.
Tammy Mettler
WSUMC Website: www.springsumc.com
Online Worship Services: SpringsUMC.com/Sermons
Facebook.com/WessingtonSpringsUMC

Wessington Springs United Methodist Church
Administrative Council / March 17, 2021
I. Call to order – Gerald Kraft called the meeting to order with Hub & Laura Kieser, Sandy Wenzel, Lila
Hoffman, Gretchen & Randy Burnison, Lynda Luymes and Pastor Zach present.
II. Devotions – Gerald spoke about the desire to know God, relating it to Matthew 7:21 and suggested the way
to get to know God was through reading the bible, relating that to Jeremiah 22:15-16.
III. Secretary Minutes – A motion was made to approve the January 20, 2020 Ad Council Meeting Minutes. M/
S (Randy / Pastor Zach) Motion carried
IV. Treasurer Report – A motion was made to approve the Treasurer report. M/ S (Laura / Sandy) Motion
carried
V. Finance Report – Hub said that January giving was very good, February’s was light. Overall we are doing
alright.
VI. Committee Reports
a. PPR – The need for lawn care is right around the corner, but Lynda shared that a sign-up sheet will be coming
sometime after Easter. Randy reiterated how great the sermons are and the need for volunteers for Sunday
School.
b. Lay-Leader – Lynda shared that Sunday morning fellowship with treats is going well. She also spoke of
Spring Cleaning and the need to hire someone to help with general cleaning in order to have the church “ready”
every week. A motion was made to allow up to $3,500.00 for an additional custodial employee (this includes the
cost to add a special code to the church insurance program for liability). M/ S (Hub / Randy) Motion carried
c. Trustees – Kirk joined us via speaker phone and shared a lot of information regarding needs and wants for the
church facilities to continue to be viable presently and long into the future. He will be seeking interested people
to join a team to make a plan of said needs and wants and to prioritize them while gathering the means and ways
to cover the costs.
- Further conversation regarding the church liability insurance brought to light the potential need to increase our
coverage. A motion was made to increase our liability coverage at $10.00 per year. M/ S (Randy / Lila) Motion
carried
While discussing this topic some other concerns came to light and will have further research done before
decisions are forthcoming. It would be good to have an inventory of what we have with an appraisal of items that
are not part of the structure of the facility.
- Our church computers are antiquated and we have someone interested in putting money toward an upgrade. It
was suggested that a conversation be had with Gloria Vavra to understand what might be the best plan of attack
for such an undertaking.
d. Membership – 93 Full, 51 Constituents and 14 Preparatory = 158 Total Members.
f. Historian – Gretchen has been working on a mission scrapbook. With help from the worship committee
(blessings and thanks to them) she moved some old song books to the secretary office and booklets about the
churches 100th celebration and the Ministers over the years to the west wing. She is writing an article about the
2014 tornado. She also needs to take an inventory of the historical things. If you have an interest in historical
things Gretchen would love to have help! See WSUMC History 1970-1983 Box #6 for this month’s Article
j. Please see Pastor Zach’s Addendum for the following reports: Worship, Education, Community Youth
Group, Action Teams and Pastor.
VII. Old Business – There is none at this time.
VIII. New Business
a. A motion was made to provide the financial support ($240.00) through the camps and conference
fund to send Pastor and Cody with their sons Syrus and Keaton on a fishing camp that is Christian
education focused. M/ S (Laura / Sandy) Motion carried May 21st through the 23rd, which means PPR
will need to arrange for pulpit supply.
IX. Adjournment - A motion was made to adjourn. M (Laura / Sandy) Adjourned.
Laura Kieser, Secretary

Pastor Zach’s Addendum

