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Drive-In Church
We invite you to sing, pray, and participate in worship with
us from the comfort and safety of your own automobiles.
Join us each Sunday at the Total Oil parking lot, located at
603 1st St SE Wessington Springs. Arrive a few minutes early,
tune into 87.9FM and join in worship from the safety of your
vehicle. As always: Invite your family, friends, and
neighbors!

Wessington Springs
United Methodist Church
“We will nurture each other and spread the
Spirit of Christian love to all”.
Our mission statement

Gifts, Tithes, and Offerings
Thank you for your faithful giving and support of the
church and our ministry to Wessington Springs and
beyond. Your generosity allows us to advance God’s
Kingdom and be a blessing to our community. Without you
the church cannot be, because together WE are the
church!
Here are some of the current ways to give:
- Drop an envelope in the ‘mailbox’ we will have set up at
Drive-In church.
(If giving cash at Drive-In church or through the mail
please have it in an envelope with your name on it so it
can be sure to include it on a giving statement for your
tax purposes.)

- Have your bank set up recurring giving through billpay
which automatically transfers the money from your
account to the church account (If you bank with
American Bank & Trust they have a form to fill out that
can quickly and easily be set up).
- Mail in your tithe to WSUMC PO Box 396 Wessington
Springs SD 57382

Online Options
We know that not everyone is able to attend Drive-In church
and we still want to be able to connect with you in worship.
At the moment there are two ways to connect with us online:
Facebook or our church website.
Every Sunday at 11AM a video will post on
facebook.com/WessingtonSpringsUMC with worship songs
and the sermon. That video will also be made available at
SpringsUMC.com/Sermon.
Pastor Zach is also doing a Mid-Week Connection video
each Wednesday at 3PM, also on Facebook and the church
website. We hope you will take the opportunity to connect,
worship, and grow. And please pass on the videos to others!

We know that worshipping online is very different than at a
church building with others in the congregation. Just like
there has been a learning curve for us to get the service
online, there will be a learning curve for you to feel
connected online. To help, here are some tips:
1. Don’t watch, worship. We are all so used to
watching TV that we will actively need to change our
mindset. Remind yourself, “This isn’t a show. This
isn’t entertainment. This is an opportunity for me to
worship the living God.” It may help to encourage
others who might be worshipping online, or the
family you’re worshipping with, to remember that as
well: we aren’t here to watch, we’re here to worship.
2. Sing out loud. It will probably feel weird at first, but
take the lead and sing out loud. Maybe turn the
volume up a bit so you don’t feel like you’re soloing.
If you’ve got kids, make it fun. Encourage them to
sing with you.
3. Don’t multitask. For the Sunday service, treat online
worship like in-person worship. Don’t try to do the
dishes or fold laundry or browse social media. That’s
a recipe for treating worship like entertainment. Fight
distraction and honor God with your focus.
4. Take notes. During the sermon, pull out pencil and
paper. Many people find that this helps keep them
focused (which is especially important when you’re
distracted by a million things that need to be done at
home).
5. Invite your friends and neighbors. Send a link to
family, friends, and neighbors. Just like you would
invite them to a church service, send them the link and
invite them online. You never know who is struggling
with fear and anxiety over Coronavirus and the

Sunday service or Mid-Week Connection could be the
encouragement they need.
6. Teach your kids about God. Just like how smaller
kids might struggle with a full church service,
worshipping at home online will be challenging as
well. That is OK. Just like in church it might be best
for them to color or quietly play while you worship.
The truth is, they will absorb more than we realize.
After the service, take time to talk with them about the
lyrics to some of the songs or recap the sermon in a
way you know they will understand. Make it fun. And
you aren’t being graded on how well you do. Practice
teaching them about God. This could be the start of
something God calls you to everyday (Deut. 6:4-9).
7. Don’t neglect your spiritual health for the sake of
your physical health. God calls us to worship
because he knows it’s food for our souls. Just like
how people do not choose to go hungry, Don’t choose
to go without God. Take leadership in your apartment
or house by encouraging everyone to worship with
you and trust God during these difficult days. It might
seem strange at first, or even after the third time, but it
will be of benefit.
Because we live in a world of convenience, one of our
inevitable temptations will be losing the habit of connecting
with God. Even in the midst of this disruption we should be
thankful for opportunities like Online and Drive-In church.
As the author of Hebrews reminds us, we must “not neglect
meeting together” for the good our souls (Heb. 10:25). Stay
safe, stay connected, grow in your faith and praise God.
Pastor Zach Kingery
Cell 605.838.6303 Office 605.539-1567
zach.kingery@gmail.com

MORE NOTES FROM A THANKFUL MEMBER
COVID-19 has definitely changed how EVERYTHING is done and
how we conduct ourselves in our day to day lives. Worship, as
we know it, has been temporarily changed too! We have now
spent four Sundays worshiping as drive-in church.
March 29th, we gathered 37 autos and approximately 80 people
around the church building.

Palm Sunday, April 5th, we had 87 autos and 165 folks
representing nearly all denominations in town.
Easter Sunday, April 12th, was a cold and unpleasant day to be
outside, yet we had 70 autos, 160 worshipers, 4 dogs and three
shivering servants who delivered our Easter service to a socially
distancing group of congregants that represented every
congregation in the county!
Our most recent service (Sunday, April 19th), was held in the lot
south of Total Constructions’ building with some 83 autos, 170
people and 4 more dogs attending! We are very thankful to Kirk
and Lynda for this venue and pray we continue there as long as

need be. It takes a small yet dedicated group to arrange these
drive-in services and we are thankful for them, but, I am most
thankful for the folks of this community who realize the need for
some sort of communal worship and are fulfilling their
worshipful needs with us, the folks of the U.M.C. These last two
Sunday’s we’ve been blessed with God’s people from all our
county’s church families and that just goes to show that we are
not a broken local society, virus or not, we ARE a community
wanting and willing to do the right thing and worship our God
as Jesus’ told us to! ‘Nuff said.
This month I am again so thankful for our church family and our
community that our Creator gave us. I am thankful too, for
Zach and his leadership in the face of this manmade crisis and
all who have participated in worship. You all are why the UMC
of W.S. is, and forever shall be, A-men.

reality I had MY “God moment”, June 14, 2013 and I still am
AMAZED at the thrill I get when others SEE God in their lives!
Since COVID-19 came into our lives it seems the world is living
in fear. To me, some of that fear is warranted because it is a
horrible disease… but, if you have faith in God, you know He
has you in His hands… He is in control and I encourage you to
pray every chance you get that He will hold us up, because we
hold Him in our hearts.
Thank you all for your faith, your devotion and your love. It is
amazing how God is moving in our lives. Amen Church Family?
HONK, HONK… I mean AMEN!
Heartfelt Blessings, Laura G. Kieser

Hub Kieser, ever thankful member

“GOD can’t be stopped!”
I have to tell all of you folks how large you have made my
heart! Yes, my heart. It seems like just a few years ago, but in

Eric Schroeder & Hub Kieser direct traffic (Randy Burnison not
pictured). Pastor Zach’s Sermon on the “FLATBED”. Mettler’s
participate from their yard.

Church
Lawn Care

Please help care for your church lawn! A sign up sheet is located
on a table in the upstairs fellowship area or contact
Lynda Luymes @ 350-1628 or Randy Burnison @ 350-6978
if you wish to pay someone to do the work for you so they can
give you details of what needs to be done.
Blessings & Thanks for your prayerful consideration!

Church Historian Needs Help
The photo below of many people standing
around small tractors titled, God's Acres 1954,
was submitted to me.
I would love to know who the people are in it.
If you know anything more than that they raised
money for the church, you may contact me at
605.849-3422 or call my cell phone after 8:45 pm
605.988-7328.
Also, to keep accurate, if you are involved in
worship decision making during the COVID-19
crisis, please keep track of times and ideas in a
file. I’ll try to write an account for the archives
later. That will be of interest in a few years. I
know this will be of great help to our future
generations and I am very, very grateful.
Gretchen Burnison, WSUMC Church Historian

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit
Health Concerns – David Arnott, Kerry Kahler-Fink, Phyllis
Arhart, Joe Turner, Sandy Wenzel, Laura Kieser, Drew Kraft,
Tony Willman, Brian VanBuren, Carol Steffensen, Cecile
Knight, Joyce Rogers, Lindsey Dubs, Quinn Mohling, Tiny
Gohring & Steve Deneke. Hattie Thigh, Dale Leischner,
Olivia Jo Munce, Don & Dawn Novak and Dawn’s mom,
David Grieve, Drake Rounds, Leslie Vinderslev, G. Ann
Cline, Annie Holset, Marilyn Larson & Christi Swenson.
Cancer Fight – Pauline Kaus, Cory Hainy, Gloria Fastnacht,
Brian Canca, Jared Jost, Sean Rubino, Louise Schaller,
Denice Hein, Jerry Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil Deneke and
Sonnie Schimke.
Nursing Home – LaVonne Beckman, Joyce Beckman,
Beverly Sorensen, Dorothy Powell, Don Kraft & Bessie Kruse.
All who are cared for in nursing homes around the world
and their care givers.
Other Concerns
For our global well being in dealing with loss and
challenges of social distancing caused by COVID19. For
those recovering from COVID-19.
For the family of Mike Washecek.
For our compassion child Miguel and his brother Rafael.
For Drew Kraft and family as they recover from the hog
barn fire.
For those who have lost loved ones as they continue to
grieve and heal.
For those working in Missions; Mindy Kraft, Mitch & Sonja
Kraft and our Action Team.
To add or remove someone from the prayer list please
contact the Pastor or Laura Kieser.

God's Acres 1954
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Sun

Mon

Pastor
Zach Kingery
605.838.6303

Key
A – Anniversary
B – Birthday
P – Pastor
O – Other

3
O – 11 am Drive-in
Church Service @
Total Construction
south parking lot.
10
O – 11 am Drive-in
Church Service @
Total Construction
south parking lot.

4
P – Day Off

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1
P – Office Hours

2

WSUMC Website
www.springsumc.com
5
P – Office Hours

Sat

A – Quinten & Linda
Burg

6
P – Alpena

7
P – Office Hours

8
P – Office Hours

9

15
P – Office Hours

16

B – Dave Brown
B – Carol Hurley

11
P – Day Off

12
P – Office Hours

13
P – Alpena

14
P – Office Hours

B – Abby Mettler

B – Dan Kruse

B – Carolyn Groves

A – Walt & Joanne Hein B – Brock Stevens
B – Twila Vavra
B – Keaton Hasty

17
O – 11 am Drive-in
Church Service @
Total Construction
south parking lot.

18
P – Day Off

19
P – Office Hours

21
P – Office Hours

22
P – Office Hours

23

24
O – 11 am Drive-in
Church Service @
Total Construction
south parking lot.
31
O – 11 am Drive-in
Church Service @
Total Construction
south parking lot.

25
P – Day Off

26
P – Office Hours

20
P – Alpena
P & O – Newsletter
articles, photos
and etc… due to
secretary
27
P – Alpena

28
P – Office Hours

29
P – Office Hours

30

B – Lynda Luymes

A – Neal & Deb Doering
B – Kasey Kroupa

B – Walt Hein

A – Jerry & Arliss
Bennett

B – Blake WIllman

A – Gerald & Julie Kraft

A – Hub & Laura Kieser
B – Gladys Kieser

Online Worship Services: SpringsUMC.com/Sermons

Facebook.com/WessingtonSpringsUMC

Secretary, Laura Kieser – 605.999-0084 genevieve@venturecomm.net
The umcnews@venutrecomm.net email is still available, but sometimes I forget to check it since I don’t usually use the church computer.

