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“We will nurture each other and spread the 

Spirit of Christian love to all”. 
Our mission statement 

 



From the Desk of Pastor Zach 
 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers, and sisters, whenever you face trials 

of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith 

produces perseverance. James 1:2-3 NIV 

 

When we take steps of faith, when we decide to follow God, these 

decisions are often followed by times of discouragement, temptation 

and doubt.  

Examples: recently did you make a decision to be more faithful? Did 

you recently make a commitment to God? Or become a member of the 

church? Or start reading your Bible regularly; or start sharing your 

faith with others; or start giving faithfully and generously? 

 

Perhaps you attended our Easter Celebration service and you felt that 

tug on your heart, a prompt by the Holy Spirit, and you knew you 

needed to make a change for yourself, for the sake of your family, or 

your marriage.  

 

If you have taken a step of faith don't be surprised if you are now 

facing discouragement, temptation, & doubt. This is the way Satan 

works.   

 

How do I know this? Because this is the same thing that happened to 

Jesus.  

 

In the book of Matthew Jesus was baptized and God the Father says, 

“This is my son with whom I am well pleased.” Jesus has this 

Mountaintop experience with God and yet what happens next? Jesus 

was then led out to the wilderness where he was tempted by the devil. 

For me, knowing this helps me understand I'm not the only one who 

goes through these times. It encourages me to not turn back, to not 

second guess my decision to take a step of faith. In fact, it confirms 

that I am taking a step in the correct direction.  

 

Will this coming summer and fall be a time where you fall back into 

old ways and habits, or will you keep walking forward in faith? When 

you face trials and difficulties will it give you cause for joy because 

you know your faith is being developed? 

I say all of this because I have a request of you; yes, that means you, 

not someone else. 

 

Ask God to help you, and our church, to dream: to dream of how God 

might use us moving forward to be bold leaders; to share the Gospel in 

our families and community; to take steps in developing and raising up 

new leaders & disciples; and to have a renewed focus on faithful living 

and ministry.  

 

Are you ready to dream about what the next chapter of your life, 

and our church, will look like? Because I believe that God has been 

stirring hearts and straightening paths. I am thankful for how impactful 

this church has been historically, and I am looking forward to how 

together, as a church, we will keep making history for the Kingdom of 

God.  

 

“Glory be to God who, by His mighty power at work within us, is able 
to do more than we would ever dare to ask or even dream of - 

infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, or hopes.”   
Ephesians 3:20 

 

 

Koinonia Connection - Sign Up Now! 

 

The Bible talks about knowing one 

another deeply: 

Bear one another’s burdens, and so 

fulfill the law of Christ. Galatians 6:2  

Therefore encourage one another and 

build one another up, just as you are 

doing. 1 Thessalonians 5:11 

Two are better than one … If either of 

them falls down, one can help the other 

up. Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 

 

How can we bear one another’s burdens and encourage one 

another, if we don’t go below the surface Hello’s and How are 

you’s?  



I don’t believe God is glorified if we are skimming the surface of 

community, so let's do something about it!  

 

We have launched a new way for you to connect with your church 

family for fun and fellowship: Koinonia Connection. Koinonia 

Connection is an endeavor to gather two or more together in order to 

strengthen our church family through connection, encouragement, and 

fellowship - outside the walls of the church building. We want you to 

make time to visit, eat, and enjoy a fun and easy way to get connected 

with your church family. 

 

When you or your group sign up you will be paired at random with 

another each month. Monthly connections will be given out the first 

Sunday of the month.  

 

There is a sign-up sheet at church if you would like to participate. You 

can also email Pastor Zach and let him know if you would like to be 

included. We hope you will join in this exciting and fun way to 

connect with your church family, encourage and be encouraged, and 

grow in your faith. 

 

Be Sure to Stay Connected! 

 

Graduate Sunday - May 1st  

Come celebrate our 8th grade & Senior graduates during the service, 

along with Communion. Then be sure to stick around after for 

Potluck Fellowship. 

 

Mother’s Day - May 8th  

 Come celebrate the blessing of Mothers and all moms will receive a 

special gift! 

 

New Member Invitation - May 29th 

We had 5 members join on our previous New Member Sunday and 

many more expressed a strong interest. If you would like to learn 

more about membership, please let Pastor Zach know. We are 

inviting new members to join on Sunday, May 29 during the regular 

service. If you are already a member, be sure to come celebrate with 

those who have made the decision to join! 

 
 

 
8th Grade Graduates 

 

Colby Flowers   Tregen Jensen 

Mercedes Jones  Luke Larson 

Remie Roduner  JD Thompson 
 

 

High School Graduates  

 

Cheyenne Burg – will be attending SDSU this fall where she will be in 

the Exploratory Studies Program focusing on agriculture. 

 

AJ Neely – is planning on joining the Marine Corps. & will be leaving 

for boot camp on June 6th. He plans on going into communications and 

after completing boot camp will go to job school and pursue a college 

degree while in the military. 

 

Kali Roduner – will be attending Black Hills State University for 

Environmental Physical Science this fall. 
 

 

College Graduates: 

 

Kayla Schimke – Graduated from USD in December and is currently 

working as a registered nurse in Mitchell at Avera Queen of Peace. 
 
 

 

May God bless our graduates!! 



More Notes from a Thankful Member 

Let’s face it, we ALL knew it was going to happen. There is a 
pattern developing here. History, along with me, repeats itself 
once in a-while. A couple months ago I wrote here about Gerald 
and his faithfulness and service to his God and his church and, 
well, one can’t talk about a guy like Gerald without talking about 
the wind beneath his wings, can one? No. 

Julie, Gerald’s espoused, is to us and Gerald, what the Energizer 
Bunny is to Eveready. I can remember when Julie’s family 
returned to Springs some years ago, perhaps 50, or more. She 
was bubbly and full of fun then and to be quite frank, she is just 
as full of energy and fun now as she was then. Maybe just a 
little more mature or sophisticated? How ever one describes 
her, full of energy and full of the need to server her Lord I 
believe would be a good way to start the narrative. Julie always 
does her part whether it be being involved with worship as a 
communion steward, or member of choir, she’s willing to help. 
Julie is also the one who more than represents us at community 
youth group, not only in planning, but also in leading and 
serving food. She has in the past been a Sunday school teacher 
ad youth leader in our church and all the while raised a large 
family AND been the business manager in the local school 
district, a job that she takes VERY seriously and devotes far 
more than 40 hours a week to. 

Julie does all those things and more of what I listed above and 
has found the time to be a dutiful wife, supporting her spouse 
and his farming operation and her church and extended family 
that now includes nieces, nephews and most importantly of all, 
grandkids! And all we ever see of her here at her church is a 
very warm and cheery smile, while doing all those things that 
she does for us, and for Him! 

Thank Julie when you get the chance, for all that she does to do 
her part in making the WMC of Wessington Springs a place that 
we might want to be. Thanks, Julie!  

           Sincerely, from a simple, thankful member, Hub Kieser 

 
 
Mitch & Sonja Kraft 
Happy Easter!! We hope that this season finds you well and rejoicing 

in our Savior’s victory over the power of sin and death. This semester 

has been one of change and excitement. We are excited to see how 

God will close the last few weeks of the semester out, but we wanted 

to share a testimonial of a senior student I am discipling and give you a 

few updates on past prayer concerns and praises. 

Below is a testimonial of one of the students in our ministry. This 

testimony was made possible because of your prayers and support. 

Praise God! Thank you for joining us in this adventure. 

Hi, my name is Keith Osowski and I have been meeting with Mitch 

for a little over a year now. I first sat down with Mitch because I was 

having an identity crisis and did not know what I was living for. I 

had always called myself a Christian but at the time I did not fully 

understand what that meant. Mitch was more than happy to meet 

with me and by meeting with Mitch, I was able to go through 

scripture to understand what it truly means to be a disciple and to put 

my identity in Christ. To truly live is to live for Christ and that is 

something that Mitch has been able to instill in me. Since those first 

few initial meetings we meet weekly to discuss what God has been 

doing in each other’s lives, learn discipleship methods, hold each 

other accountable, and to apply God’s love into our lives. Outside of 

our meetings I am heavily involved in a Bible study that Mitch leads 

and recently he has given me an opportunity to lead a few bible 

studies which has been an awesome experience. He has taught me 

how to prepare a bible study and to challenge fellow believers to live 

more like Jesus by what we read in the Bible. Mitch is also very 

intentional in reaching out to BHSU’s student athletes and I interact 

with him at different sporting events regularly as I am a student 

athlete myself. He has done a great job of not only being a strong 



mentor but also being a part of many aspects of my life and many 

others here at BHSU pouring love and genuine care into each of us. I 

am very grateful that God placed Mitch in my life, and I look 

forward to our meetings each week and our several interactions 

outside of the meetings, always excited to tell him how God has been 

working in my own life along with the people that surround me. 

Mitch has a strong passion to share the Gospel thanks to God and He 

has done a wonderful job in helping me in my own walk with 

Christ.  

Again, thanks for helping mold and change the trajectory of this 
young man’s life. Some other updates: 

1. The sophomore xc runner I started meeting with before 
Vivian was born has not met with me since my paternity leave. 
Pray that he would be shown Christ through his teammates 
and the quick interaction I have with him at track meets.  
2. Arbin loves his baby sister. He is super protective and tries 
to make her giggle and wants to hold her by himself. (Mom 

and Dad aren’t quite ready for him to do that yet 😊 This is a 

huge answer to prayer, and we thank you all for praying. 
3. Tayte is leading a team to South Asia this summer. He is 
excited to see what God will show him and his wife, Susan, on 
this trip. Pray God would guide them clearly during their trip 
and what to do afterwards as they both graduate this spring. 

Special Prayer Project for the summer 
The advantage of being in athletic ministry is the opportunity to 
pray for athletes by name before they get here. I have the 
football roster for next year and I hope to get the track and 
cross-country rosters as well. I am asking supporters to partner 
with me in prayer for the months of June, July, and August to lift 
up these teams and athletes once a week for 12 weeks. Prayer 
makes what we do on campus possible. If you would like to 
participate in this project email me back and I will give you 3 
athletes names and any info I know about them to help guide 
your prayer time. We look forward to seeing lives change for the 
glory of our King! 

            

 

 
 

 

Vivian’s 2-month-old 
photoshoot was photo 
bomb by Arbin. They 
really love each other 

CV did a special Easter prep large 
group where students reflected on our 
part of putting Jesus on the cross on 
Friday and celebrating the new identity 
and freedom that we get on Sunday 
morning. 

 

Mitch, Sonja, Arbin, and Vivian 

 



News from Fort Thompson 

 

Mother and Children 

 

Phyllis is asking for items for a mother who is expecting a 

new baby boy the first of June.  She has 3 other children and 

is living with her mother in Crow Creek.   

Girl – Shirts: 12-14    Pants – Medium Socks 

Underwear – Medium Shoes but no size yet 

Boy – Shirts: 12-14  Pants: 12-14  Socks

 Shoes but no size yet 

Boy –  Shirts: 7-8  Pants: 7-8  Socks 

  Shoes but no size yet 

Mother –  Shirts: XL  Pants: XL  Bras: XL

 Underwear: XL 

Baby Boy - Due in June 

       Diapers: Newborn and next size  Baby Wipes 

  Baby Shampoo/Cleanser    Baby Lotion 

 Receiving Blankets    Blankets 

       Sleepers in varying sizes   

For the Home - Pots & Pans Blankets Toaster 

 Skillet  Dishes  Utensils Cake Pans

 Coffee Pot Kettles Silverware  

  Slow Cooker / Crock Pot  

 

We were given a bunk bed along with other furniture by 

Michelle Tong that can go to a family in Fort Thompson.  It 

just needs 2 clean twin mattresses in good condition.  If you 

have a mattress or both you would like to donate, please 

contact Mettler’s at 539-1958.  We could also purchase new 

mattresses if we could raise the funds to do so. 

Phyllis stepped in a hole and fell on Easter Sunday out at the 

cemetery.  She sprained her ankle badly and can’t put weight 

on it.  She is asking for quick healing prayers for this very 

unfortunate injury. 

 

Thank you for all you do for our neighbors at Fort 

Thompson. 

      Tammy Mettler  
 

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit 

Health Concerns – Trudy Schroeder, Mace Luckett, Philip 
Edwards, Susan (Elaine Roetman’s granddaughter), Linda 
Willman, Glen Hohn, Phyllis Comes Flying and Tony 
Willman. 

Cancer Fight – Mark Fuerst, Kayden Hammon, Darrell 
Winter, Sandy Beckman, Steve Speck, Becky Leslie, 
Casey Bridgman, Adaline Schmit, Jay Kannenberg, 
Kaydance Horsley, Cindy Lutter, Amber Kolousek, Pauline 
Kaus, Cory Hainy, Brian Canca, Jared Jost, Sean Rubino, 
Louise Schaller, Denice Hein, Jerry Jassmer, Jim Marvin, 
Cecil Deneke. 

Nursing Home – Pat Mettler, Evelyn Weaver, Abbie 
Younie, Joyce Beckman, Dorothy Powell and Rochelle 
Witte. All who are cared for in nursing homes around the 
world and their care givers. 

Other Concerns 

Travel mercies for those attending the Annual Conference 
June 9-11 in Bismarck, ND., as well as energy to learn and 
grow in Christ so that decisions being made are worthy in 
His sight! 

For our compassion child Miguel and his brother Rafael. 

For those working in Missions; Mitch and Sonja Kraft. 

For our World Leaders, the people of Ukraine and Russia. 



  



 

 



 


