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Wessington Springs
United Methodist Church
“We will nurture each other and spread the
Spirit of Christian love to all”.
Our mission statement

From the Desk of Pastor Zach
“On the day of the Festival of Pentecost all the believers
were meeting together in one place. Suddenly, there was a
sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm,
and it filled the house where they were sitting. Then, what
looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled
on each of them. And everyone present was filled with the
Holy Spirit…”
Acts 2:1-4

asks God. God desires to work through every Christian by the
power of the Holy Spirit.
On June 9 we will remember the arrival of the Holy Spirit and
celebrate the continued presence of the Holy Spirit in the
Church. Back on January 20th of this year I preached a sermon
titled: Encounter the Spirit. In that sermon I made the statement
“The presence of the Holy Spirit is what makes the church, the
church.” I believe that Scripture reveals this truth to us over and
over again. So when we gather in worship and sing hymns, pray
for and with one another, read Scripture, and hear God’s Word
preached we might do so within the walls of a building called a
church but when the final benediction is given the Church is to
burst forth and proclaim the Gospel in truth and love.
Remember, you have been raised to new life to walk by the
power of the Holy Spirit and are equipped to share the Gospel.
Let us never ignore the importance of what God has for us.

TREE OF LIFE

The adventure that we still live in today begins here in chapter 2
of Acts! The events recorded in this chapter mark the birth of the
church. Before the Holy Spirit filled the group of believers they
met and prayed behind locked doors. However, under the
anointing of the Spirit, they burst from the locked room and
began to proclaim the wonderful works of God. Peter also
received boldness to publicly proclaim the resurrection of Jesus
Christ and to give a scriptural explanation for the phenomena
the visitors in Jerusalem witnessed. From this point on,
believers began to carry out miraculous work in Jesus’ name
and take the Gospel to the world. This same Holy Spirit is
needed in the church today and is available to any believer who

From your board member, an update:
As you know this winter was rough and for them also.
They have had a furnace problem, flooding, and the tool
shed east addition collapsed from the snow. This was not
covered under the insurance policy. Worst of all they had a
property broken into… cleaned out all the copper! This was
a $10000 cost to repair. We are still looking at a big fund
drive to get most of everything in one place, but road blocks
keep coming that delay this from happening.
Other Churches do fund drives every year for Tree of
Life to pay for a day of meals or operating expenses. In the
future I would like to get something happening in this
church to support their efforts… not sure what that will be
yet, but will keep you posted.
God Bless, Randy Burnison

MORE NOTES FROM A THANKFUL MEMBER

5/19/2019

In last months “notes”, I talked about Bev Sorensen and
referred to her as a “mother” to many of us lucky enough to
feel that way about her. So, to expand on that thought, and
with last Sunday being “Mother’s Day I thought it appropriate to
visit about and maybe raise up the importance of the “mothers”
in our church and of those that I have found a profound
importance of in my own personal life.
First and foremost, I am most glad of my very own mother
who, like many others, has worked tirelessly in her life to raise
her offspring in the very best way she knew how. Personally, I
think she did a bang-up job on my siblings and me, at least for
the most part, and we still enjoy her love and guidance. Thanks
mom! You may want to thank her or condemn her for her job
on me, but still, I think she done good, over all!

hope I am honoring in this little blurb because for sure they are
special mothers to me. Many, if not all of you reading this
today, have mothers other than your own who have been
special “mothers” to you and I bet you have somewhere along
the line expressed your gratitude to them and if not don’t
hesitate. Mothers do live forever, however not forever in this
life, but, in that life that Jesus’ has held a place for, “Moms”.
So, what I’m thankful for this month, (you guessed it) is
mothers! Thank a mother that you have held in the most dear
regard, and if your lucky enough to still have your own, thank
her too for being, mom. And thank God for all the many
mothers who have made a difference in your life. He sends
only, the best! Thank You, God… for MOTHERS!
Just another thankful member, Hub Kieser

And then, there is all of those good mothers that have
served this congregation of the one hundred thirty eight years
of its existence who have taught, raised and guided the young
and no-so-young of this church and have played a HUGE part in
the growing and developing of Christians. These receivers of
their God driven guidance, have been part of how this church
family has put forth individuals who nurture each other and
many have actually worked to spread that spirit of Christ’s love
to all across much of the world! It’s just what mother’s, do.
Being a mother is not limited to just those who have
experienced child birth, or for that matter being limited to one’s
own children. I have been fortunate enough to have many
mothers in my life, women who I have considered a mother to
me in oh so many ways. Besides my own mother, I have now,
or had in the past many whom have honored me with their
mothering over the years. Mothers like Bev, who I mentioned
earlier, Joyce, Mildred, Roxanne, the other Bev, mother’s whose
nurturing and guidance helped form this lump into something
some-what worth-while, mothers who felt it worth their while to
be mother-like to children other than their own. Mothers who I

Wednesday, June 5, 2019
at 7 pm in the WS UMC Chapel
Mitch Kraft to present about his ministry in Spearfish.

8th Grade Graduates

Austin Schimke
Jack Neely
High School Graduates
Sierra Burg will be attending SDSU at Brookings majoring in
Horticulture to specialize in Floriculture. She will also get a minor in
Business with plans to someday open her own floral shop.
Chandler Flowers plans to attend USD in Vermillion and major in
Criminal Justice. His plans upon completing his college degree are to
become a Customs and Border Patrol Agent for the United States.
Maddie Neely is enrolled at DWU in Mitchell for Biology and
Psychology for a pre-med foundation. She will also play volleyball for
the DWU Tigers.
Kason Payne Comes Flying, who is Phyllis Comes Flying grandson,
graduated from Crow Creek Tribal School and will be attending
Western Dakota Tech in Rapid City for EMT training.
College Graduates:
Carolyn Groves – Graduated from MTI in Mitchell with an
Associate’s Degree in Human Services. She is currently working at
Life Quest as a Direct Support Professional. In August she will be
attending DWU to work toward a bachelor’s degree in Psychology.
Haley (Reider) Hohn – Completed her Cosmetology Degree last fall
from Stewart School in Sioux Falls. She has since then opened her
own business, Meraki & Co., on Main Street in Wessington Springs.
Jase Kraft – Received a Bachelor’s in Exercise Science and a Minor in
Entrepreneurship from USF in Sioux Falls. He is currently working as
a professional recruiter at GPAC in Sioux Falls.
Kiana Kraft – Completed her Bachelor’s last August for a Radiology
Technologist degree from USF and is currently working on a
Radiation Therapy Certification at MTI in Mitchell.
Kaci Schimke – Graduated from MTI in Mitchell with a degree in
Accounting and is currently employed by Agtegra in Alpena.
The best of luck to all of our graduates!!

At Roar, kids explore God’s goodness and celebrate a
ferocious faith that powers them through this wild life. All Kids
age 4 to grade 6 are encouraged to attend “Roar!” Vacation
Bible School. Our Community VBS is put on by volunteers from
the area protestant churches and this year is hosted at
Immanuel Baptist.
If you have questions, please contact Pastor Zach.
Registration and more info can be found at springsvbs.org

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit!
Health Concerns – Diane Winter, Bob Demoise, Kathy Rose
(Laura Kieser’s dad & boss respectively), Carol Steffensen,
Janet Kalsbeck, Cecile Knight, Emmett & Owen Bridgman,
Zayden (Summer Schooler & Adam Wolfcale son), Joyce
Rogers, Lindsey Dubs, Quinn Mohling, Tiny Gohring & Steve
Deneke. Phyllis Comes Flying, Kiya & son & Weldon. Beverly
Sorensen, Dale Leischner, Olivia Jo Munce, Gloria
Fastnacht, Don & Dawn Novak, David Grieve, Drake
Rounds, Leslie Vinderslev, G. Ann Cline, Annie Holset, Larry
Myers, Marilyn Larson & Christi Swenson.
Cancer Fight – Heath Huberg, Jared Yost, Sean Rubino,
Louise Schaller, Nan White, Craig Leslie, Denice Hein, Jerry
Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil Deneke, Calvin Hinrichs, Jackie
Johnson & Sonnie Schimke.
Nursing Home – Dorothy Powell, Melvin Schorzman, Don
Kraft, Bessie Kruse & Allen Rasmussen. All who are cared for
in nursing homes around the world and their care givers.
Other Concerns – The family of Vernon (Jake) Speck.
Our compassion child Miguel and his brother Rafael. Bill
Rimpo, Becky Leslie, Irene Olson, Betty Hines & family, Jesse
& Shawn Block and the Huberg/Salmen family. Those
working in Missions; Mindy Kraft, Mitch & Sonja Kraft and
our Action Team.
Blessings & Thanks – Congratulations to Reid & Carina
Kunkle on the birth of twin sisters Sophia Emery & Rhema
Loraine!
Thanks to all those who volunteered in any way to help
with the Rodeo and concessions. What a fine time to be
part of something that benefits the greater community we
all call home!

Feeding South Dakota
FREE FOOD for SENIORS in need. Please contact one of the
following individuals if you are interested in learning more about
this program:
Velma Anderson 307.258-2572
Carol Maxfield 605.539-1727
Jean Scheel 605.539-1153

April Grubb 605.539-1980
Tammy Mettler 605.539-1958

Eligibility * At least 60 years of age. * On a limited income.

All Women are invited to join in a weekly time of
prayer every Sunday afternoon at 1:30 at the church.
Join with other women as we pray for our community,
our churches, specific needs, and each other.

Are you going?
Dakotas Annual Conference
Bismarck, ND / June 4 – 8
Learn & grow while attending workshops and
conversing with other United Methodists in your
conference. Mark your calendars and contact
Pastor Zach for more details on attending.
>
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Pastor Zach Kingery: zach.kingery@gmail.com
Office 605.539-1567 Cell 605.838-6303
Secretary, Laura Kieser: genevieve@venturecomm.net
House 605.539-1941
Cell 605.999-0084

The monthly expense is approximately $120.00

Hi everyone, we hope
that you are all doing well
and enjoying any and all
graduation parties during
this season. We feel like we
have graduated from many
things these past few
months and just like the new
graduates, we are learning
to adjust to new adventures
here in Spearfish.
Probably the most exciting news we have is that we have graduated from
being married with no kids to being married with kids! Arbin Ronald Kraft
was born on April 27th and we are really enjoying our new roles as parents.
Our daily schedule now revolves around feedings, diapers and naps, but we
love the chances we get to cuddle, carry, and play with our new son. He
seems to really like his giraffe toy and books as well as the silly songs that
Mitch sings while trying to get him to sleep at night  Mitch can be pretty
creative at midnight. Sonja really enjoys cooing and talking to Arbin. She
loves that she gets to be a stay at home mom and raise this young man. For
those who are curious, Arbin is a Nepali name that means strong or
courageous.
Mitch was able to connect with an athletic bible study that was already
going at BHSU in April. This bible study really shows the reason Mitch wants
to be on campus. In the fall a football and basketball coach started a bible
study for athletes and at its peak there were about 40 people attending. At
Christmas the football coach took another job and at spring break the
basketball coach moved to MN. By the time Mitch started going to the study
there were less than 7 people attending and on the last night only the 2
student leaders showed. There is a desire to know God among athletes, but
there has been a consistent lack of consistency in leadership for athletes in
spiritual matters. Mitch has been asked by the student leaders to help guide
this group next year!
In Philippians 1:6 Paul writes to the church at Philippi and encourages
them that God will finish the good work that he started in them. As

Christians this can be such an encouraging verse when we feel defeated or
discouraged. Last month Mitch got to see God’s faithfulness to this promise
when he met Morgan, a basketball player at BHSU. Morgan is one of the
student leaders of the above mentioned bible study so Mitch met with her
to see how he could help assist the study next fall. While they were talking it
came up that Morgan was a transfer from Moorhead Minnesota. For those
who don’t know Mitch’s little sister is doing sports ministry at Moorhead
with Cru through Athletes in Action. Mitch asked Morgan if she knew Mindy
and Morgan responded with an excited yes! It is so cool to see God provide
a starting point for Morgan at AIA in Moorhead and then send Mitch and CV
to help continue the good work that He started at BHSU.
Lastly we wanted to leave you with some humor. These have been some
of the funniest reverse culture shocks we have witnessed after being back
and we hope they make you smile:

1. When going to the grocery store and you get one thing and your
total is less than 100 ($1=100 Rupees)
2. Navigating parking lots. We struggle driving on the right side in
them 
3. Being able to be understood all the time and not saying silly
sentences like: I burned to the store or she gave me the egg that
she laid.
Prayer Requests:
1. For wisdom as summer is a time of preparation and relationship

building for the fall semester
2. Wisdom, energy, and creativity as we navigate the newness of
parenthood.
3. For our support raising. We are currently 77% of the way to being
on campus fulltime in the fall. Please pray the last 23% comes in
quickly.
We love hearing from you so feel free to give us a call or email. Also let us
know how we can be praying for you or rejoicing with you.
Blessings and Love,
Mitch, Sonja, and Arbin
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Wessington Springs United Methodist Church
Sun

Mon

Pastor Zach Kingery
605.838.6303

WSUMC Website
www.springsumc.com

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
A – Don & Carole Hurley

2

3

4

5

O – 9:30 am Choir
10:30 am Fellowship
11 am - Church Service
Pot-Luck after service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s

P – Day Off
A – Deb & Jay Ball

6

7

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am
A – Dennis & Tammy
Mettler
B – Jessica Kingery

P – Alpena
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
O – Mitch Kraft
Presentation @ 7 pm
WS UMC Chapel

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

9

10

11

12

13

14

P – Day Off
O – 9:30 am Choir
10:30 am Fellowship
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
B – Jake Krohmer

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am

P – Alpena

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
B – Syrus Kingery

16

17

8

15

18

19

20

21

22

P – Day Off
O – No Choir
10:30 am Fellowship
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am
B – Dennis Beckman

P – Alpena

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
A – Zach & Jessica
Kingery
B – Sue Campos

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
B – Deb Ball

P & O - VBS Kick Off in
the park. 5pm – 7pm
Grilling & playing games.

23

25

26

27

28

29

24

P – Day Off
O – 9:30 am Choir
P & O – Bible Study @ P – Alpena
P – Office Hours
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
9 am – 12 pm
10:30 am Fellowship P & O - VBS @ IB 5pm
P & O - VBS @ IB 5pm
the Manor 10 am
11 am - Church Service A – Dennis & Sandy
P & O - VBS @ IB 5pm
P & O - VBS @ IB 5pm B – Jeff Burg
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
Beckman
B – Leah Burnison
O – 2:50 pm Service @
the Manor
P & O - VBS @ IB 5pm
B – Cooper Holt
B – Dick Powell

30
O – 9:30 am Choir
10:30 am Fellowship
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s

A – Anniversary

Key
B – Birthday

P – Pastor

O – Other

P & O – Newsletter - Articles, photos & events due.

June 2nd

Sunday
Browse & Bid before church service…
Pay & Take Home after the Pot-Luck!
Wessington Springs United Methodist Church

Administrative Council / May 22, 2019

I. Devotions – Gerald opened with a word of prayer.
II. Call to order Gerald Kraft called the meeting to order with Randy Burnison, Hub & Laura Kieser, Kirk &
Lynda Luymes, Lila Hoffman, Sandy Wenzel and Pastor Zach present.
III. Secretary Minutes – A motion to approve the March 20, 2019 Ad Council minutes. M/ S (Lynda / Kirk)
Motion carried
IV. Treasurer Report – A motion was made to approve the Treasurer report. M/ S (Hub / Sandy) Motion
carried
V. Finance Report – Hub did a comparison of our finances from last year and how the balance has declined
over the last year. Pray for improvement.
VI. Committee Reports
a. PPR - More volunteers are needed for lawn care. People may choose to mow themselves or pay to have it
done (approximately $120 per month). A sign up sheet is in the Chapel.
Pastor will be gone for the Annual Conference. Lynda and Randy are considering attending.
A meeting with Alpena took place and Randy has the paperwork filled out but needs to go online to complete it.
b. Lay Leader – Lynda is planning to have the silent auction June 2nd during the Graduation pot luck.
c. Trustees – The glazing project is still planned but can’t be tackled until the grass is drier. A window is
leaking in the parsonage bathroom so Kirk will try installing flashing to see if that solves the problem.
d. Worship – No report, but Lynda knows plans are underway for choir to sing through June.
e. Membership – 93 Full, 49 Constituents and 12 Preparatory = 154 Total Members.
f. Education – Gerald stated that AWANA is done for summer. There is still plenty of Sunday school material.
g. Outreach – No report.
h. Action Teams – Storm Wesley cleanup by our team is all but complete. They are going to schedule time to
help someone that has some other home clean up to accomplish.
i. United Youth Group – This too is done for the summer.
j. Historian – No report tonight.
k. Pastor – Although Pastor will be gone for Annual Conference, he plans to be here for Pentecost Sunday.
Annual Conference will be June 6 & 7… actually 4 – 8, but most lay people attend only 2 days.
VII. Old Business – None at this time.
VIII. New Business – None at this time.
IX. Adjournment - A motion was made to adjourn. M (Randy / Kirk) Adjourned.
Laura Kieser, Secretary

Ad Council – July 17, 2019 Sept. 18, 2019

Charge Conference - ?

Nov. 20, 2019

