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Wessington Springs
United Methodist Church
“We will nurture each other and spread the
Spirit of Christian love to all”.
Our mission statement

June 2020
Sun

Key
A – Anniversary
B – Birthday
P – Pastor
O – Other

7
O – 11 am Drive-in
Church Service @
Total Construction
south parking lot.
14
O – 11 am Drive-in
Church Service @
Total Construction
south parking lot.

Mon

1
P – Day Off

Tue

2
P – Office Hours

A – Don & Carol
Hurley

8
P – Day Off

9
P – Office Hours

Wed

Thu

3
P – Alpena

4
P – Office Hours

A – Deb & Jay Ball

A – Dennis & Tammy
Mettler
B – Jessica Kingery

10
P – Alpena

17
P – Alpena

Fri

5
P – Office Hours

6

11
P – Office Hours

12
P – Office Hours

13

18
P – Office Hours

19
P – Office Hours

20
P & O – Newsletter
articles, photos
and etc… due to
secretary

B – Jake Krohmer

15
P – Day Off

16
P – Office Hours

B – Dennis Beckman

B – Syrus Kingery

21
O – 11 am Drive-in
Church Service @
Total Construction
south parking lot.

Sat

A – Zach & Jessica
Kingery
B – Sue Campos

22
P – Day Off

23
P – Office Hours

24
P – Alpena

B – Cooper Holt
B – Dick Powell

A – Dennis & Sandy
Beckman

25
P – Office Hours

26
P – Office Hours

27

B – Deb Ball

28
O – 11 am Drive-in
Church Service @
Total Construction
south parking lot.
B – Jeff Burg
B – Leah Burnison

29
P – Day Off

30
P – Office Hours

Online Worship Services: SpringsUMC.com/Sermons
Facebook.com/WessingtonSpringsUMC
WSUMC Website www.springsumc.com
Pastor Zach Kingery Cell 605.838.6303 Office 605.539-1567 zach.kingery@gmail.com
Secretary, Laura Kieser – 605.999-0084 genevieve@venturecomm.net

Looking Ahead
I know many of you have been wondering what is next when it comes to our worship gatherings. We
suspended in-building worship gatherings in March and have been worshipping with a Drive-In style
service since March 29, and added an online service soon after. Can you believe it has already been
that long!
Due to the COVID-19 virus just starting to hit levels of substantial spread in our community, and
because of the unique challenges of holding In-Building worship services during a pandemic of this
nature, the Church Council and I are continuing to develop and refine a process for re-entry to InBuilding services. We are doing so in a way we believe is wise, glorifies God, and is done with the
love and care of all of you and our community in mind.
We are looking at the guidelines and recommendations of the CDC and the South Dakota
Department of health and, most importantly, following the guidance and recommendations of a
number of local healthcare workers. We believe following the recommendation of our local healthcare
workers is a best practice as they know our congregation and community.
Following the recommendation of these local healthcare workers we will not be planning any InBuilding Sunday worship services until after July 1st. The Church Council and I are in agreement of
this recommendation.
It is my hope that in July we will be able to put into place a process that will work toward re-entering
our church building in a manner that is safe, well planned, and in the spirit of Christian love.
-

Pastor Zach
Pastor Zach Kingery
Cell 605.838.6303 Office 605.539-1567

zach.kingery@gmail.com

Gifts, Tithes, and Offerings
Thank you for your faithful giving and support of the church and our ministry to Wessington
Springs and beyond. Your generosity allows us to advance God’s Kingdom and be a
blessing to our community. Without you the church cannot be, because together WE are the
church!
Here are some of the current ways to give:







Drop an envelope in the ‘mailbox’ we will have set up at Drive-In church.
(If giving cash at Drive-In church or through the mail please have it in an envelope
with your name on it so it can be sure to include it on a giving statement for your tax
purposes.)
Have your bank set up recurring giving through billpay which automatically transfers
the money from your account to the church account (If you bank with American Bank
& Trust they have a form to fill out that can quickly and easily be set up).
Mail in your tithe to WSUMC PO Box 396 Wessington Springs SD 57382

Aerial photo of the May
24th Drive-In church
service.
Photo credit: Dustin &
Carmen Weber

MORE NOTES FROM A THANKFUL MEMBER
Corona, Corona, Corona. If your anything like me, you’re probably so, so sick of hearing
everything corona that you could scream. Yeah, THAT would certainly make it all better! Sorry, no.
What I, and I’m wiling to bet, you, really want to hear is… good news, news about all the many
things “good” that could be reported. Actually, there are many “good” reports being made quite
often. There are reports of teachers and healthcare people going the extra mile to care for one
another. There’s stories about police and Uber drivers, pizza delivery drivers and food pantry workers

doing all they can to help folks who need it during this “pandemic”, and in a Christian world,
shouldn’t that be the norm?
The world we live in is not all a Christian world. There are many false gods worshiped by a lot of
people in this world and people who don’t or won’t worship any god, let alone the one true God, and
let us not forget those who deny God, altogether! If there is no God, how on earth could there ever
be any hope? Well, gee, even a lowly farmer/mechanic can figure this one out, there IS a God! There
is God! Thank God, for God! And that, my Methodist friends, is the “good” news. In all the chaos, we
who believe, have our hope on solid ground in the God who made us and in Jesus Christ, His only
son who died on the cross for us.
I know, I know, awfully preachy for a guy who hands out bulletins and parks cars on Sunday, but,
in place of writing about a member to thank for their service to their church, my heart lead me to just
be thankful for the God who not only gives us life and love, but also gives us the way to worship in
the fine church every Sunday, or leads His people to find a way to worship Him in another way when
option one is blocked by (in my opinion) those who maybe have a little less faith that God will protect
them, wherever they might chose to worship Him. Certainly not MY favorite way to hold worship, but,
outdoor drive-in church is WAY BETTER than no congregate worship at all. Wasn’t it a long-distance
telephone commercial that used to tell us, “It’s the next best thing to being there”?
So I’m thankful that God put this silly idea in Pastor Zach’s head to have drive-in church. It IS the
next best thing to being there and whenever you have two or more gathered… ya get the picture? Amen! Thank you Zach, thank you all who make this temporary worship experience possible, and
especially thank you Lord Jesus, our God and Savior for being the hope in what we can only hope is a
dimming dark time in the here and now. The light we now see is not a train in a tunnel, it is the light
of hope, from God that He, and we will prevail and a true normal will once again exist. Sooner than
later, I pray.
These and oh-so-many other reasons are why the United Methodist Church of Wessington
Springs, IS! I see around 150 other reasons, at least. Get my drift?
Thank you, Lord.
Sincerely, Hub Kieser… a thankful member

Please help care for the church lawn!
A sign up sheet is located on a table in the
upstairs fellowship area or contact Lynda

Luymes @ 350-1628 or Randy Burnison @ 3506978 if you wish to pay someone to do the
work for you so they can give you details of
what needs to be done. Blessings & Thanks for
your prayerful consideration!

Miguel News
We received a letter from Miguel.
“March 26, 2020
Hello dear sponsor Friends! I hope you are doing well. We haven’t sent you a letter so we have a lot
of things to tell you. Thank you for the two gifts (R$ 107,94) you sent me. I bought rice, beans,
couscous, pasta, meat and some things for me. Please pray for my family especially for my father
Fabio, my brother Rafael and my sister Dayane. They are far from the way of the Lord. I loved the
gift. I am very happy that you remembered my birthday. I’m doing well at school. I never felt so
good at school. I am focusing on my studies. I was approved at school, and I am in the 2 nd grade in
High School this year. I have been fighting and collecting victories. It is always good to win. I’ve
been reading and studying more. I hope 2020 has started well for you. Earlier this year I found out
that I love a team from England called Manchester City. I am supporting this team. I’ll leave a
scripture for you: 2 Timothy: I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith.”
Tammy Mettler
There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit
Health Concerns – Leonard VonEye, Dan Davidson (L. Kieser’s friends’ dad), David Arnott,
Kerry Kahler-Fink, Phyllis Arhart, Joe Turner, Laura Kieser, Drew Kraft, Tony Willman, Brian
VanBuren, Carol Steffensen, Cecile Knight, Joyce Rogers, Lindsey Dubs, Quinn Mohling, Tiny
Gohring & Steve Deneke. Hattie Thigh, Dale Leischner, Olivia Jo Munce, Don & Dawn Novak
and Dawn’s mom, David Grieve, Drake Rounds, Leslie Vinderslev, G. Ann Cline, Annie Holset,
Marilyn Larson & Christi Swenson.
Cancer Fight – Pauline Kaus, Cory Hainy, Gloria Fastnacht, Brian Canca, Jared Jost, Sean
Rubino, Louise Schaller, Denice Hein, Jerry Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil Deneke and Sonnie
Schimke.
Nursing Home – Joyce Beckman, Beverly Sorensen, Dorothy Powell & Bessie Kruse. All who
are cared for in nursing homes around the world and their care givers.
Other Concerns
For our global well being in dealing with loss and challenges of social distancing caused by
COVID19. For those recovering from COVID-19.
For the family of LaVonne Beckman and Don Kraft.
For our compassion child Miguel and his brother Rafael.
For those who have lost loved ones as they continue to grieve and heal.
For those working in Missions; Mindy Kraft, Mitch & Sonja Kraft and our Action Team.
To add or remove someone from the prayer list please contact the Pastor or Laura Kieser.

Church Historian, Gretchen Burnison
The following paragraphs are written to celebrate Heritage Sunday, May 24. That is when
John Wesley felt a warmth spread in him which was God’s love. Other years we have had
plays or readings from Bishop Francis Asbury. Because of the COVID-19 virus we hope
reading this will make you happy you are a United Methodist.

The people of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Wessington Springs in 1913 were
extremists and visionaries. They would have to be in order to have built this church. Kirby
Snyder of Minnesota, the architect laid it out in the shape of a Latin cross. Gothic revival style
and sable brown brick. Wait Gothic isn’t that similar to the Parliament in England and St.
Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City? Here in a rural town!? It’s interior is full of Christian
symbolism and Gothic style means lots of pointed arches. I think I saw some quatrefoils inside
as well. Would you join me in counting them one day?
And then the stained glass windows and the dome EYE CANDY! Yes! How glorious it is to sit
in it different times of the day! The lighting is so inspiring! Don’t you think that is a goal of the
church board back in 1913? To inspire us to keep believing in God’s gift of forgiveness: Jesus.
Back in 1913 it had a telephone and that made it very modern. Over the years it has been
utilized for large crowds and small groups and still “modern” blends well with its beauty and
utility.
The town was only thirty three years old and the college was 26 years old. We cannot
forget how the handicapped lift has meant that this building can change and still be
beautiful.
God definitely blessed the church board with vision and an extremist goal!

The picture above was found at the Gene & Gloria Fastnacht home while they were moving.
Lynda Luymes thought Hub would enjoy seeing it, so I scanned it and decided to include it
here as part of the “Heritage Sunday” celebration which is more like the Heritage newsletter
celebration due to COVID. Hope you enjoy!

