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“We will nurture each other and spread the
Spirit of Christian love to all”.
Our mission statement

I recently read the book “Dakota” by Kathleen
Norris. It is an intriguing work that is as much memoir, as it is
poetry, as it is a psychological case study, of the people
who live in rural North and South Dakota. As I have
focused on the idea of being intentional this year, this
book has helped me to see how the idea of intentionality
is much more vast and complex that I was first aware.
In this work the author looks at, and returns often to,
the idea of survival. I learned a beautiful insight, one which
I knew but have failed to express: it is not easy for
anything (people, towns, ideas) to survive, or remain for a
notable length of time, on the plains of the Dakotas. As a
pastor in the United Methodist denomination the idea of
longevity or survivability is almost a bad joke in the rural
Dakotas – pastors come and go before people really even
begin to know them. “Many small-town schools and pulpits
operate with revolving doors, adding to the instability”
(p.8) of an economically depressed and diminishing part
of this nation.
However, one thing does persist in the rural setting:
story; or in context, local tradition. “But real story…survives
in Dakota in oral form. Good storytelling is one thing rural
whites and Indians have in common.” (p.4) Story is where
survivability is found.
Remarking multiple times throughout the book the
author ponders this idea that the rural survivors maintain a
“wait and see” mentality concerning new
people/ideas/businesses and even nearby towns because
“they know not all of them will make it.” (p.53) Again I think
that this “problem” (if it is a problem) can be overcome –
perhaps redeemed is a better word – through story. Story
involves community, it establishes commonality, and it
develops tradition. Story is the means of effective change.
The author remarks that “many farmers I know use
language in a way that is as eloquent as it is

grammatically unorthodox.” (p.19) It is from this statement
the author has already answered a question she poses
later in her writings, “how do we tell our tales, how can we
hope to record them?” (p.41) We each need to tell our
story in our own way.
I feel that too many of us believe that our witness, or
testimony, is only about how we came to Christ – but it
should be about our whole lives and how Christ has
redeemed our whole lives. Through grief and sorrow,
happiness and delight, the joy of the Lord shines through it
all. Be intentional – share your story and praise God with it
and through it.
“It is a town’s (church’s) cherished ideal of
changelessness that has helped bring about the
devastation, and it is the town’s (church’s) true history that
is lost.” (p.63) As a people, those from the Dakotas love to
tell a story. The stories that survive are the ones that
connect us to the past, particularly in rural areas. It should
be our desire to see new stories develop that connect us
to the past but cause us to look to the future. Change for
the Gospel, the redemption of all things, can be and
should be in the midst of our stories – and we need to
share with others our stories in our own ways – stories that
tell of how God was, is, and will be working in our lives. Do
this with intentionality in your own language, with your own
history and tradition, otherwise the story will lack
conviction and will not survive.
When we learn to tell our stories in this way they will
survive the test of time, lives will be changed for the
Gospel, and God’s Kingdom will be advanced throughout
our community, rural South Dakota, and beyond.
“How can anyone call on Christ to save them unless they
believe in Him? And how can they believe in Christ if they
have never heard about Him? And how can they hear about
Christ unless someone tells them?” Romans 10:14

All Women are invited to join in a weekly
time of prayer every Sunday afternoon at 1:30
at the church. Join with other women as we
pray for our community, our churches, specific
needs, and each other.

07-22-2018
“NOTES” FROM YOUR FINANCE CHAIR
Don’t know if I ever have told this story or broached this
subject before in this forum and I’m not to sure I can deliver
the message accurately , But, those things haven’t stopped me
before, so here goes. My grandpa Ward Kieser was arguably
one of the fore-most movers and shakers of this church during
his lifetime of being part of this church family from 1937 until
his passing in 1976, even delivering the pastoral prayer from his
pew just a few weeks before he passed. To me, he was the
most devout Christian that I have ever met or hope to meet in
this life and the memory of his character, his integrity and his
deep faith fill my thoughts a lot…and even more so as time
passes by. He was one to always greet and guide a new pastor
and to bestow his wisdom upon them (even if they maybe didn’t
feel they needed it). This story comes from an experience a
parishioner had from a pastor who took Grandpa Ward’s
guidance to heart.
For many years, it would seem that most of the prominent
citizens of our town were more often than not, Methodists and
as such, they were vita to the financial health of this
congregation. After the yearly pledge drive of this year (I don’t
know what year for sure) the sitting pastor, upon reviewing the
pledge made for the ensuing year, was disappointed with a
pledge made by one of our more prominent members of the
time. The pastor discussed this with Grandpa and wondered
what they might do to rectify such a paltry pledge. Well,
grandpa said we need to visit the man and voice our
disappointment to him, the pastor voiced his disappointment,
tore up the man’s pledge card and stated he NEEDED to do
better. Now, at this part of the story it would seem to most of
us that the man would have thrown them out, but, instead,
agreed he should have done better and gave them a pledge
that they all agreed was more substantial. That there is guts!
And, a lot of faith!

The point of telling this story (accuracy not guaranteed) is to
relate what those who formed and grew this church practiced in
order for this congregation to succeed and carry out the mission
that all Christian churches strive for. I’m not sure that those of
us in the leadership of this church want to go the extremes that
some have practiced in the past, however, it would seem that
maybe we should. Maybe being a leader in the church means
sometimes doing the uncomfortable stuff, maybe it means
reaching down inside ourselves and finding that faith to do what
is best for the church, even if it means going beyond our
comfort zones. There are ways that that kind of discomfort can
be avoided.
It is already the end of the seventh month of the year and
soon the finance committee will be setting a new budget for
2019 and the next pledge drive will be engaged. If we all, and I
do mean WE ALL, will just prayerfully consider all that God and
His church does for us all, budget concerns and uncomfortable
meetings and conversations won’t need to be had. Jesus talked
about the rule of tithing and I would think that the tithing rule
would be just as relevant today as it was then and as it will be
in the future. Giving back a portion of what He has given us
would seem to be not only fair….but the right and the most
comfortable thing, to do.
This lengthy “note”, is certainly not a sermon, nor is it the
finance chair scolding the members of this congregation, it is
simply reminding those who don’t get to worship with us on a
more regular basis and to hear His word aptly and reverently
delivered by our own Pastor Zach, a chance to consider their
part when the time comes soon that they receive yet another
pledge card and letter from that nuisance of a finance chair.
Perhaps you all might get a better idea of just what you should
do with that card and what kind of pledge you might put on it.
Pray on it. I sure will.
Thank you for now and God Bless you all of this United
Methodist Church!
Sincerely, Hub Kieser, finance chair

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit!
Health Concerns – Beverly Sorensen, Beverly Salmen, Laura
Kieser, Bob Hine, Randy Doty, Dale Leischner, Harold
Hotchkiss, Olivia Jo Munce, Gloria Fastnacht, Don & Dawn
Novak, David Grieve, Henrietta Doering, Drake Rounds,
Heath Huberg, Leslie Vinderslev, Tom Grohs, G. Ann Cline,
Curtis & Casey Huffman & Camdyn Isaiah, Annie Holset,
Dave VonEye, Larry Myers, Marilyn Larson & Christi
Swenson.
Cancer Fight – Nan White, Craig Leslie, Denice Hein, Jerry
Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil Deneke, Calvin Hinrichs, Jackie
Johnson, Sonnie Schimke & Jack Ferguson.
Nursing Home – Melvin Schorzman, Don Kraft, Ray Symes,
Lester Weber, Bessie Kruse, Allen Rasmussen & Mavis Sterns.
All who are cared for in nursing homes around the world
and their care givers.
Other Concerns - The Cody & Amanda Stinson family
(especially son, Gavyn), Betty Hines & family, Sid &
Amanda Dreyer & family. Paula & Bryon Williams & Theo,
Jesse & Shawn Block, the Huberg/Salmen family, Esther
Walker & Becky Leslie. Mitch & Sonja Kraft (Nepal), Lindsey
Mettler & Bryn Dubs, our compassion child Miguel, and our
local Mission Team.
Pray for those who need God in their lives. Help us all to be
the hands & feet of Jesus.
Blessings – Rain for our crops and a wonderful community
in which we live!

OUTREACH / MISSION WORK

Miguel News
We received a letter from Miguel! He is asking for
prayers for his faith and future. Thank you for praying
for him and for continuing to financially support Miguel
and his family.
“May 2018
Hello dear sponsors, friends, is everything good with
you? I hope so, but everything is fine with me. I would
like you to pray for me, I left the church a long time, I
try to come back but lately it is so difficult for me, but
even so when I go to sleep I thank God for every
deliverance he gives me, and even because of my
brother who once was looking for work and God opens a
door for him. Lately things have been so difficult for
me, lots of deaths, drugs in my community, everywhere
I go. A few days ago I was offered drugs, but I did not
accept it, thank God. I wanted to thank you for the gift
of R $ 59.85 that helped a lot in my house, that Jesus
blesses you. I’m doing well in my studies, I’m in ninth
year, so I’ll be finishing my studies, God willing. God
willing, I’ll be a great civil engineer, football player,
since nothing is impossible, it’s all in God’s time. Lately
I’ve been very happy, everything I wanted for little is
already coming in double. I asked God to get him a
girlfriend for me, he said, since four months of dating.
She already thinks about getting married. Well, that’s
all. Until another day.”
Tammy Mettler

The Craft Fair is Oct. 20th this year. Pre-planning
discussions will start by the end of August, organizing
and volunteer sign up in September, and final steps in
October.
If you have questions, or are interested in
knowing more about how you can help organize the
Craft Fair Concession, please let Pastor Zach know as
soon as possible.
Concessions at the Craft Fair
During the Pheasant Season opener the Springs
Council of the Arts puts on the yearly Craft Fair at the
grade school here in Wessington Springs, which draws
crowds from all over. WSUMC has provided the
concessions for the craft fair for many years – which
has been a good fundraiser for the church and a great
way to have a presence in the community.
The Craft Fair concessions has been dutifully
attended to by wonderful leadership in the past, and
now we are asking that another leader, or leaders, step
up so we can continue to provide a meal and
refreshments to the Craft Fair attendees.
We have a binder detailing the previous year’s
concession which is full of notes, plans, and the
collective knowledge of previous leadership. All we need
now is one – or two or three – to rise to the challenge.
And please don’t feel like this needs to be headed up by
one individual; Ecclesiastes 4:9 says “Two are better
than one” and 4:12 says “a cord of three strands is not
easily broken.”

Fort Thompson
In the Fall of 2017 we enjoyed a worship service
with Phyllis Comes Flying who lives in and ministers to
the Crow Creek Reservation in the Ft. Thompson area.
We sent back with Phyllis a van packed full of supplies
to be given to those in need.
To help Phyllis continue to serve those in her area
we are planning a work day to install shelving in the
space where Phyllis collects, organizes, and distributes
donated items.
At the moment, a work day is tentatively set for
September 15th – but this is not set in stone. To do this,
we will need volunteers to help build and install
shelving, funds to purchase supplies, and we would also
like to have donations to help stock the shelves.
Please prayerfully consider how you might participate
being a part of this Kingdom work. What a blessing it is
to be part of the body of Christ and serve His Kingdom!

CARING
FOR
THE
CHURCH
LAWN
Thank you to Randy & Gretchen Burnison for
volunteering your time to care for the church
lawn in July!!
Blessings to those who have signed up to cover
the rest of the season!

Pastor Zach Kingery:
zach.kingery@gmail.com
Office 605.539-1567
Cell 605.838-6303

Our Website: www.SpringsUMC.com
Secretary, Laura Kieser: 605.539-1941
Cell 605.999-0084
umcnews@venturecomm.net genevieve@venturecomm.net
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Wessington Springs United Methodist Church

Administrative Council / July 18, 2018

I. Devotions – Gerald shared a dream he had and the events that took place in our church. He later understood the
meaning of the dream when reading Revelations Chapter 3, which he shared with us.
II. Call to order Gerald Kraft called the meeting to order with Pastor Zach Kingery, Randy Burnison, Hub & Laura
Kieser, Kirk & Lynda Luymes, Sandy Wenzel, Lisa Edwards, Lila Hoffman, Diane Winter, Linda Burg and Julie
Kaus present.
III. Secretary Minutes - A motion was made to approve the May 23rd minutes. M/ S (Randy / Pastor) Motion carried
IV. Treasurer Report - A motion was made to approve the Treasurer report. M/ S (Lisa / Kirk) Motion carried
V. Finance Report – Giving for May, June, and the first part of July is not good. Budget wise we are doing OK, but the
general fund is down about $9,000.00 at this point compared to previous 2 years financial statements.
VI. Committee Reports
a.PPR – Jeff Gould will fill the pulpit on August 5th. Pastor on vacation.
- Pastor evaluation was completed prior to meeting. Due to his recent licensing we will now be paying in monthly to the
conference for pension and death benefit.
- Lawn care for this season is covered.
b. Lay Leader – Good Annual Conference. Lynda attended a session about the importance of decorating the church and
how screens in the sanctuary are visuals to help enhance the meaning of the message.
- Cleaning days will be scheduled in August and September. Paint colors were discussed for the wall behind the cross.
c. Membership – We are gaining constituents, but lost another full member, Evelyn Doering, bringing our full
membership to 93, constituents to 51, and preparatory stays at 12. Our church family total is 156.
- Pastor will be sending out a mid-year update to members with the giving statements.
- Pastor announced in September he will have a sermon series on what our membership means.
d. Worship – Special music is needed through September 9th.
- The committee has been researching a fabric that is acoustically transparent to install over the speakers in the choir loft
that can be used for a screen to project on to.
e. Education – Sunday school teachers have made a request for some supplies totaling $91.37. Purchases will be made
and deducted from budget amount.
f. Outreach / Action Teams – Planning a trip to Ft. Thompson to look at Phyllis’s basement to see what is needed for
shelving units… please sign up to participate.
g. United Youth Group – Had meeting to review past year and plan for the next school year.
h. Trustees – We received the Deadwood Historical Preservation grant for re-glazing the stained glass windows which
will be done before winter. Pastor has visited with the conference regarding assisting with a capital fundraising campaign
for additional repairs and improvements to the church property.
i. Historian – Working on Heritage Sunday plans.
j. Pastor – Completed his licensing requirements.
- July 4th Festivities went well. Float in parade handed out 350 cans of pop from our church. Good turnout for the turtle
races, rolling pin toss, and post driving contest.
- Praise Band providing music at Shakespeare Garden tomorrow night.
- Communion and pot luck for August will be August 12th due to Pastor being on vacation on August 5th.
VII. Old Business – None
VIII. New Business – Mindy Kraft is fulltime now with Athletes in Action. She is sending monthly reports of her active
discipleship. She is asking for our financial support. A motion was made to give Mindy a one-time gift of $1,800.00.
M/S (Pastor/Kirk) Motion carried.
- Linda Burg needs to step down from being chairman of the fall craft fair concessions. Motion made for our church
to continue this effort.. M/S (Randy/Kirk) Motion carried. Laura will work on an article for the newsletter.
- Quinten & Linda Burg offered a donation of a new range and the cost of electrical work needed to be installed in the
chapel kitchenette. Trustees will make arrangements to pick up the range.
***Linda was thanked for all her work with the craft fair concessions and for their generous donation to the chapel.
IX. Adjournment - A motion was made to adjourn. M (Lisa / Zach) Adjourned.
Lynda Luymes, Secretary Pro-tem
Next Ad Council meeting – September 19th, 2018 / 8 pm / WSUMC Chapel

Sun
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A = Anniversary
B = Birthday
P = Pastor
O = Other

Pastor
Zach Kingery
605.838.6303

August 2018
Wed

Tue

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

P – Alpena VBS
9 am – 3 pm

P – Alpena VBS
9 am – 3 pm

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

P – Vacation

WSUMC Website
O – 12 – 6 pm Springs O – 12 – 6 pm Springs
www.springsumc.com Community VBS @ OSL Community VBS @ OSL

A – Randy & Linda
Willman

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

P – Vacation

P – Vacation

P – Vacation

P – Vacation

P – Vacation

18
B – Craig Wenzel

P – Vacation

P – Vacation

O – 10:30 am Fellowship
11 am - Church Service
Jeff Gould to speak
1:30 pm - Women’s
Prayer Group
A – Fred & Mary Reiner

P & O - 10 am Bible
Study @ Weskota
Manor
B – Irene Olsen
B – Geri Tripp

A – Sue & Chuck
Faulhaber
A – Kirk & Linda Luymes

12
13
O – 10:30 am Fellowship P – Day Off
11 am - Church Service B – Kali Holt
Pot-Luck after service

14
P & O - 10 am Bible
Study @ Weskota
Manor
A – A John & Janet
Boomsma
B – Beverly Salmen
B – Johnnie VonEye

1:30 pm - Women’s
Prayer Group

19
20
O – 10:30 am Fellowship P – Day Off
11 am - Church Service A – Eldon & Joyce
1:30 pm - Women’s
Beckman
Prayer Group
B – Lisa Edwards
B – Cody Hasty

21
P & O - 10 am Bible
Study @ Weskota
Manor
P – Out on Retreat
A – Jeff & Kim Burg

27
26
O – 10:30 am Fellowship P – Day Off
11 am - Church Service
1:30 pm - Women’s
Prayer Group

28
P & O - 10 am Bible
Study @ Weskota
Manor

15

16

17

P – Alpena

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

22
P – Out on Retreat
B – Jerry Bennett

23
P – Out on Retreat

24

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

29

30

31

P – Alpena

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

B – Jan Krohmer

B – Elda Gray
B – Megan Groves

25

