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Wessington Springs
United Methodist Church
“We will nurture each other and spread the
Spirit of Christian love to all”.
Our mission statement

From the Desk of Pastor Zach
The brief letter from Jude, who is believed to be a brother
of Jesus, is found just before the last book of the Bible, The
Revelation of John. This very short letter is written concerning
the danger signs in the early church of groups of who seek to
“divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have
the Spirit.” Although Jude confesses in his greeting that he
would prefer to write a more joyful letter about salvation first he
must alert true believers to the serious threat which grows.

others show mercy, mixed with fear - hating even the clothing
stained by corrupted flesh.”
“So you must live as God’s obedient children. Don’t slip back
into your old ways of living to satisfy your own desires. You
didn’t know any better then. But now you must be holy in
everything you do, just as God who chose you is holy.”
1st Peter 1:14-15

Jude does not elaborate on precisely what those who
seek to pervert the Gospel are saying except that the early
church is under attack by false teachers spreading a message
which “perverts the grace of our God into a license for
immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.”
He calls the imposters “shepherds who feed only themselves.
They are clouds without rain, blown along by the wind; autumn
trees, without fruit and uprooted—twice dead…” and much
more.
Jude also reminds us, those who follow Christ and seek
to live by God’s word, that this was all foretold by the Apostles so we should not fear. Instead, we are to be building each other
up in “holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves
in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ
to bring you to eternal life.”
My friends, Jude’s letter could have just as easily been
written today. Not just concerning the Church, Church with a big
“C” meaning universal, but concerning our local churches - our
UMC churches right here in the Dakotas Conference. In writing
this my intention is not to discourage or instill fear - in fact my
intention is the exact opposite; we should not fear and we
should be encouraged because we know that God’s word will
not fail and those who follow Jesus Christ must continue the
holy work of advancing God’s Kingdom.
So let us remain steadfast in our pursuit of love,
righteousness, and holiness as we choose to be “merciful to
those who doubt; save others by snatching them from the fire; to

We missed Ad Council last month…
Please attend: Wednesday, August 14th at 8 pm in the
Chapel / Fellowship Hall.

MORE NOTES FROM A THANKFUL MEMBER

6/3/2019

Thank you. That’ what this little addition to the newsletter
has been from the very beginning, a venue to thank individuals,
couples and groups who have made our church a better place
and hopefully, by telling these stories our church might seem a
more welcoming place for a new person or family to check out
and attend. I hope that has been at least part of the affect of
these notes.
Thanking those who have been our pastors has been a
regular part of these stories and at least once a year I have
strived to thank them in this space. Pastor Zach and his lovely
bride Jessica have been with us now for almost three years!
Time sure passes fast when you’re hav’in fun! The entire family
has been a blessing to us all and our whole community and I’m
purty sure I’d have a hard time finding anyone, yes, anyone in
the entire community who would disagree. Amen? Amen! But,
dear ones, pastoring us has got to be quite a load or should I
say, cross, to bear. Two charges, three kids and parishioners,
who if you lined us all up one in front of the another, we’d
point in all sorts of directions! I believe it takes quite an
individual to keep two separate charges in line and time away
for rest and renewal is no doubt called for and certainly
deserved! So, imagine my surprise when I caught myself
thinking (and maybe saying to my wife) good grief, those kids
(Kingery’s) are taking another vacation away from us?? Get it?
From us! I think that two word sentence explains itself!

less could stand a little away time and family time without the
stress and interruptions that come with being a pastor.
Many of us know a little about what it takes to pastor a
congregation such as ours, we did it for 16 months before Zach
and family showed up and I believe I can speak for everyone
who stood up to the plate during that time when I say, “it was
interesting, but, I would prefer to NEVER go back to that again
if at all possible”! The job description of “pastor” defines a
person such as Zach and God Bless those who answer the “call”
and serve our Lord and congregation. They are for sure, a
special kind of folk.
So, dear congregation and members and friends of our
church, please remember to thank Zach and Jessica for their
service to us all when you get the chance. They are two of the
best reasons that the United Methodist Church of Wessington
Springs, IS, and they deserve nothing less than our humble
thanks for doing the “stressful stuff” and being here for us. For
sure, this, my friends, is a very special family and their service is
very special to us all. Thanks Zach and Jessica. Where would we
be without you??
Sincerely, just another thankful member, Hub Kieser
P.S. I beg your forgiveness for even questioning your need for
time away. I think we all forget just how much we “use" you.
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Pastoring is a stressful job under the best of circumstances.
Add to that the two afore mentioned charges, the less than
Christian activity that is going on at the conference level (more
about that in a month or two) and having a baby 120 miles
from home during a snow storm and not getting home for
nearly two weeks, well, that there folks is the definition of
stress! Three kids under the age of five, at least until birthdays
in June and July and little JC, that’s Jamison Charles, not the
other JC, and you have the recipe for a perfectly wild household
that I’m sure they wouldn’t trade for anything, but, none the
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Pastor Zach Kingery: zach.kingery@gmail.com
Office 605.539-1567 Cell 605.838-6303
Secretary, Laura Kieser: genevieve@venturecomm.net
House 605.539-1941
Cell 605.999-0084

Fort Thompson Mission
As you are aware, Phyllis Comes Flying at Fort Thompson,
houses a distribution center out of her home for the people
of Fort Thompson. We take many things to her for
distribution including diapers, food, blankets, clothing,
shoes, etc. This past winter Phyllis noticed black mold in
her main floor living space. She was told she would be
moved to a different house while repairs were made to her
roof and the mold removed. She received a letter that she
could start moving on July 8th but has not received a key to
the next house or a trailer to store the things she doesn’t
want to move.

The monthly expense is approximately $120.00

Our missions group and anyone that wants to help with this
mission project is “on call” waiting for word from Phyllis
that she can begin moving her things. We anticipate we will
have to clean the next house as it has sat empty for a long
time. Then we will move the things Phyllis wants in the
next house as well as the items for the distribution center.
Phyllis is 75 years old and still going strong but definitely
needs help with this moving project. With prayer and
continued love and learning we hope to see change take
place in Fort Thompson. Phyllis does so much for her
people but doesn’t get the same generosity in return. She
felt she would have to pay to have help moving.
If you would like to be added to the missions group list to
receive notices of this and future projects, please contact
Dennis or Tammy Mettler 539-1958 or Pastor Zach 5391567. Thank you to those of you who are the hands and feet
of Christ through your service and giving to these projects!
Tammy Mettler

All Women are invited to join in a weekly time of
prayer every Sunday afternoon at 1:30 at the church.
Join with other women as we pray for our community,
our churches, specific needs, and each other.

Feeding South Dakota
FREE FOOD for SENIORS in need. Please contact one of the
following individuals if you are interested in learning more about
this program:
Velma Anderson 307.258-2572
Carol Maxfield 605.539-1727
Jean Scheel 605.539-1153

April Grubb 605.539-1980
Tammy Mettler 605.539-1958

Eligibility * At least 60 years of age. * On a limited income.

Mitch & Sonja
Hello everyone, we hope that you all are having a great
summer and had a great 4th of July. It is hard to believe that
summer is already over half-finished and that students will
be going to school again shortly.
This summer has shown us the importance of being around
God's people and quieting oneself to hear God speak. This
summer has been full of spiritual warfare with many attacks
of fear, doubt, and discouragement by the enemy. We have
been reminded this summer that the enemy does not like
his house invaded, but that we can prevail because our Lord
has already bound the strong man so that his house can be
plundered. (Luke 11:21-22) Throughout this season of
attack we have been blessed by the Church as they bring
encouragement, perspective, and strength to keep moving
forward. Several Sundays this summer I, Mitch, have heard
the perfect message, song, or conversation with a fellow
believer that God used to shed truth and light on the lies of
the enemy. We know summer is a busy time for most of us,
however, God wants us to live in community for a reason.
This summer we saw that one of those reasons is for
protection from the schemes of the enemy. We are
entering the last 4 weeks of summer in expectation
knowing that the enemy is nervous for us to be on campus
and that we continue to see God encourage us to move
forward in faith.
We love that God uses the "weak" in the world to teach the
"strong." During one of the more intense attacks by the
enemy I, Mitch, was feeling pretty discouraged. Sonja
suggested I spend some time with our son, Arbin, to help

take a break. Arbin started fussing when he was passed
from Sonja to me, but after a few moments of rocking and
talking to him, Arbin settled down. He settled down
completely when he focused his whole attention on my
face and held eye contact with me. Through this moment
God spoke to me. He said, "See how your son stopped
fussing or worrying when he focused his eyes on you, his
father. When you focus on Me, your father, your worries
and discouragement will cease." I am grateful that God
cares about his children so much that He steps into our lives
to guide our attention back to His love and bigness.
Praise reports
1. Thankful for the Church as they encourage and pray
for one another.
2. We are 84% of our monthly financial requirement.
3. Arbin is growing well and brings many smiles to us
and those that meet him.
Prayer Requests
1. That truth will continue to contradict the lies of the
enemy.
2. Balancing the new schedule that comes with being
parents.
3. For divine appointments and wisdom on how to meet
the needs of the athletes that arrive early for school
on August 12th.
Thank you all for your prayers! We have seen God answer
them with divine appointments with students and counsel.
Thank you for partnering with us and God to bring the truth
of the Gospel and discipleship to the athletes at BHSU. We

love hearing from you all as well. If you have any prayer
requests we would love to lift you up in prayer as well.

Blessings,
Mitch,
Sonja,
and Arbin

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit!
Health Concerns – Brian VanBuren, Kathy Rose, Carol
Steffensen, Janet Kalsbeck (Kim Burg’s mom), Cecile
Knight, Emmett & Owen Bridgman, Zayden (Summer
Schooler & Adam Wolfcale son), Joyce Rogers, Lindsey
Dubs, Quinn Mohling, Tiny Gohring & Steve Deneke. Phyllis
Comes Flying, Kiya & son & Weldon. Dale Leischner, Olivia
Jo Munce, Gloria Fastnacht, Don & Dawn Novak, David
Grieve, Drake Rounds, Leslie Vinderslev, G. Ann Cline,
Annie Holset, Larry Myers, Marilyn Larson & Christi Swenson.
Cancer Fight – Brian Canca, Heath Huberg, Jared Yost,
Sean Rubino, Louise Schaller, Nan White, Craig Leslie,
Denice Hein, Jerry Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil Deneke,
Calvin Hinrichs, Jackie Johnson & Sonnie Schimke.
Nursing Home – Beverly Sorensen, Dorothy Powell, Melvin
Schorzman, Don Kraft, Bessie Kruse & Allen Rasmussen. All
who are cared for in nursing homes around the world and
their care givers.
Other Concerns – The families of Calvin Hinrichs, Craig
Leslie, Roxanne Brunsen and Helen Hindman. Our
compassion child Miguel and his brother Rafael. Bill Rimpo,
Becky Leslie, Irene Olson, Betty Hines & family, Jesse &
Shawn Block and the Huberg/Salmen family. Those
working in Missions; Mindy Kraft, Mitch & Sonja Kraft and
our Action Team.
Blessings & Thanks – Drew & Catherine Kraft and Katie
Sterns & her husband are expecting… both in December!
Diane Winter celebrated 60th Class Reunion. Senior Center
has been paid off! Nice new banners on the altar. Hub &
Etta celebrated their birthdays on the mid-point of the
year.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Key
A – Anniversary
B – Birthday
P – Pastor
O – Other

Pastor Zach Kingery
605.838.6303

6

Wed

WSUMC Website
www.springsumc.com

Thu

Fri

2

3

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
O – Foothills Days
Arts in the Garden
Foothills Classic
Fireman’s Fun Night

O – Foothills Days
Arts in the Garden
Foothills Classic
Rib Fest

9

10

4

5

7

8

O – Foothills Days
10 am - Community
Church Service @
Field House in Springs
City Park
Pot-luck Picnic
& Games afterwards
A – Randy & Linda
Willman

P – Day Off
P & O – Bible Study @
A – Fred & Mary Reiner the Manor 10 am

P – Alpena

P – Office Hours
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
9 am – 12 pm
A – Sue & Chuck
Faulhaber
A – Kirk & Linda Luymes

11

12

13

14

15

16

O – 10:30 am Fellowship P – Day Off
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am
B – Kaylin Holt

P – Alpena
P & O - AD COUNCIL
B – Beverly Salmen
B – Johnnie VonEye
A – A John & Janet
Boomsma

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

18

19

Sat

1

17

20

21

22

23

O – 10:30 am Fellowship P – Day Off
11 am - Church Service B – Cody Hasty
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
B – Craig Wenzel

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am
B – Lisa Edwards
A – Eldon & Joyce
Beckman

P – Alpena
A – Jeff & Kim Burg

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
B – Jerry Bennett

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

25

27

28

29

30

31

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am

P – Alpena
B – Lynn Neeley

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
B – Jan Krohmer

P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

B – Elda Gray
B – Megan Groves

26

O – 10:30 am Fellowship P – Day Off
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s

24

