
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Wessington Springs 
United Methodist Church 

 
“We will nurture each other and spread the 

Spirit of Christian love to all”. 
Our mission statement 

 
 
 
 

SHEPHERD’S HERALD 
September 2021 



From the Desk of Pastor Zach 
 

These summer months sure have been busy ones and it is hard to 
believe we already entered into a new school year and another new 
season. It is a season of calving and lambing, of harvesting and 
hauling, and of wrapping up summer activities while preparing for 
winter. In the Old Testament book Ecclesiastes, it says “There is a 
time for everything, a season for every activity.” So, while there might 
be much busyness in this season of your life, I humbly request to add 
one more: it is the season to come back to church.  
 

National Back to Church Sunday is September 19th. I am looking 
forward to celebrating it with you this year. It also happens to coincide 
with the start of Homecoming week here in Springs and I cannot think 
of a better way to kick off Homecoming than joining together as a 
church family for wonderful fellowship, singing, and praising God. 
We will kick off our Fall programing on this Sunday so be sure to 
invite your family, friends, and neighbors to come to church with you. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

WSUMC  
Website: www.springsumc.com 

 

Online Worship Services:  SpringsUMC.com/Sermons 
Facebook.com/WessingtonSpringsUMC  

 

Pastor Zach Kingery 
zach.kingery@gmail.com 

Cell 605.838.6303  Office 605.539-1567 
 

Laura Kieser, Secretary 
genevieve@venturecomm.net 

Home 605.539-1941 Cell 605.999-0084 

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit 
Health Concerns – Christopher Frazier & Dolan, Evelyn Weaver, 
Glen Hohn, Joe Petrle, Jan Krohmer, Phyllis Comes Flying, Joyce 
Rogers, David Arnott, Phyllis Arhart, Tony Willman, Brian 
VanBuren, Cecile Knight, Lindsey Dubs, Quinn Mohling, Steve & 
Marcia Deneke. 

Cancer Fight – Sandy Beckman, Steve Speck, Kathie Allstot, 
Becky Leslie, Elda Grey, Casey Bridgman, Adaline Schmit 
(Leukemia) granddaughter of Fred & Mary Reiner, Jay 
Kannenberg, Kaydance Horsley, Cindy Lutter, Amber Kolousek, 
Pauline Kaus, Cory Hainy, Brian Canca, Jared Jost, Sean Rubino, 
Louise Schaller, Denice Hein, Jerry Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil 
Deneke and Sonnie Schimke. 
Nursing Home – Abbie Younie, Elda Grey, Joyce Beckman, 
Dorothy Powell and Bessie Kruse. All who are cared for in nursing 
homes around the world and their care givers. 
Other Concerns 

For Baxton Gentles [(Haley Asimakopoulos’ whose been 
attending our church), (stepbrother)] has a lump on his hip. He 
has gone for tests and is awaiting results. 

For the family of Don Mardian, a truck driver for Foothills Truck 
Service (Doug & Kandy Flowers). We sent out a prayer request 
because he was missing, but on the same day we were told he 
was found but deceased. Please pray for all who are mourning 
his loss.  

For the families of Connie VanBuren, Bernard Grey Owl and 
Steve Page as they grieve for the loss of their loved ones. Note 
too that I missed sharing that Elaine Roetman lost a grandson, 
so their family could also use prayers please. 

For our compassion child Miguel and his brother Rafael. 

For those working in Missions; Mitch and Sonja Kraft. 

For the church concessions leadership as we move toward the 
annual events that are served by the church volunteers in 
September. 

For the people of Afghanistan and those leaving the region. 



MORE NOTES FROM A THANKFUL MEMBER  
     Teachers. Somehow, the word teachers, has floated around 
to the front of my mind (it’s a lonely place), but somehow or 
another it seems to be the subject of my thankfulness this time 
around. I would guess the recent VBS set my thoughts to the 
teachers of all assorted levels that an event such as the VBS 
requires. 
As a youth in this church back in the days before color (I’ve still 
got a black and white radio) we had many teachers of all stripes 
(usually mothers) that arranged and helped with the annual VBS 
of yesteryear. I would assume that VBS held in July was much 
the same (and probably a little short on fathers) (I wonder, why 
IS that?) and much as it was waaay back when, these teachers 
(mothers) did an equally awesome job just as their counterparts 
did back in the day. (Which day was that?) 
     And, just like VBS, Sunday school has had and continues to 
have excellent teachers and remember folks, these are the 
people that we entrust our future followers and leaders to! God 
bless those who take on the job of being those teachers of our 
young. 
     Like many of you, I also had many good, good teachers at 
regular school for sure, most of them didn’t get enough 
appreciation from me back when (I have to admit, school was 
12 years of fear, hate and loathing for me for some reason), but 
a few did stand out. One of my favorite teachers was found 
here in our own congregation in the form of Virginia Hawkins. I 
remember I was scared to death of her at first but warmed up 
to her when she became my teacher and even today, her 
teaching and patience influenced me every day. I’ve repeated 
this often and those of you who had her would no doubt 
remember as an English teacher she would be quick to 
reprimand and correct anyone who pronounced the “t” in often. 
We were constantly reminded, the “t” was silent, and 
noncompliance meant failure in her class. I am sure she also 

influenced others and myself in other areas of correct spelling, 
pronunciation, sentence and letter structure, etc. etc. but her 
lesson on the “t” in often, struck and it stuck hard!        
     So, teachers. We just have got to be so ever thankful for 
them and those who have influenced us in our past and 
especially today, those who are called to help teach and guide 
our youth in school and most importantly, here in the church 
setting. Not much could possibly be more important. 
     Thank God for the teachers of today that exist in our church 
family, they are plenty in number. Well, that might be an 
overstatement to those who feel in a minority, teacher-wise, but 
non the less thank God for them and thank them in person too 
for their giving of themselves to teach and guide today’s young 
folks here to a path where Christ is the target and faithfulness 
the goal. Here’s the dangerous and tricky part, naming them. 
Jessica leads the group of educators here with influence from 
astute husband, Pastor Zach, and then there’s Gerald and Julie, 
Randy and Gretchen, Kristi, Christina, Kandy, Shelley, and yeah, 
I’m in trouble already, Tricia and Mariah, Kim Burg, Tasha 
Waters, and others I can’t think of right now. We are also 
blessed to have educated teaching professionals amongst us 
such as Linda Burg, Jan Krohmer, Jennifer Roduner, Joanne 
VanDyke, and please, please forgive me those of you who I 
may have missed, you are all special to have even considered 
teaching at any level, truly you have blessed those who have 
been tutored by you. 
     Thank you, Lord, for these and all the many teachers we 
have all encountered along our life’s way. Bless them, care for 
them and save that special place for them when their time 
comes. They most certainly have earned it, in our eyes anyway. 
All Christ’s blessings on them today, A-Men    

Thankful member, Hub Kieser  
 

  



 

 
  



 

Be a Link in the Prayer Chain 
To reignite the prayer chain, we have placed a signup sheet 
on a table in the chapel. Please prayerfully consider including 
yourself in this opportunity to be there for others in need. 
Praying can be powerful, even more so when many 
participate. Participate via Email, Telephone, or Text… it’s 
your preference! Just follow the instructions at the top of the 
page or ask Laura Kieser for assistance. 605.999.0084 
 
 
AWANA is a non-denominational, Bible-centered youth 
ministry for children ages K-6th grade will begin on 
September 8th this year.  We meet every Wednesday during 
the school year.  A typical night consists of a large group 
time where kids are presented a Bible story; a small group 
time where kids meet in small groups to learn a lesson 
pertaining to the Bible story and work on Bible verse 
memorization; and a fun game time. We also provide the 
leaders and kids with supper each night.  We typically have 
around 30-40 kids participate each year.  As you can 
imagine, this takes quite a few leaders to run smoothly! If 
anyone is interested in helping, we would greatly appreciate 
any help you can give.   Ways you can help include: 
volunteering each Wednesday (or occasionally if 
committing to every week does not work), providing a meal 
or funds to purchase food, providing money to support 
families who are unable to pay dues (the dues are $20/year 
for each child or $50 max per family, and $1/night for 
meals).  Please prayerfully consider helping this year as 
AWANA is a great ministry that teaches so many children in 
our community about Jesus!  Please contact me if you have 
any questions or would like to volunteer.      
605. 350.1334 jnbartel@venturecomm.net 

Thank you, Natalie Bartel 



 
 

News from Phyllis Comes Flying 
     Phyllis says she, Weldon and Kason are doing as well as they can 
be but miss Bernard very much.  Bernard died July 16, 2021.  His 
obituary is included in this newsletter.  Phyllis is appreciative of any 
thoughts and prayers we have sent her way. 
     Dennis and Tammy Mettler were able to attend one of the two 
wakes held for Bernard.  Much of the service was similar to our prayer 
services except at the end natives played drums and sang songs in their 
native language and continued doing so through the meal.  There were 
many people gathering and offering comfort to the family.  All who 
wished were fed a meal before leaving.  There were several quilts 
hung, many flowers and three large cakes decorating the casket and 
tables full of pictures.  Bernard’s sister, Mary, explained why Bernard 
was nicknamed Beep.  Bernard had an uncle who gave each of his 
nieces and nephews a nickname by combining the first and middle 
names.  Bernard Paul became “Beep”. 
     Phyllis has a request for a sewing machine for someone who wants 
to start making star quilts and pillows.  If you would like to donate a 
new or used sewing machine, please let Tammy know or leave it at the 
church or Mettler’s Locker.  There are still opportunities to sew doll 
clothes for the native children before Christmas.  Contact Tammy at 
539-1958 if you wish to volunteer. 
     Son, Weldon, will be back to teaching beginning August 24th 
meaning Phyllis will be home alone more.  She requests prayers for 
things to keep her busy. 
Phyllis’s address is: Phyllis Comes Flying 

PO Box 406 
Ft. Thompson, SD  57339-0406 

     Thank you for all you do for Phyllis, her family, and the people in 
Ft. Thompson. 

Tammy Mettler 
 
NOTE: Bernard’s funeral folder is on the table in the chapel for those 
who wish to read through it.  
 



Mitch & Sonja 
     We hoped you all had a happy summer. God has done some cool 
things this summer and we would love to hear from you what He did 
in and around you as well. 
     The summer season is always a little slower in college ministry 
which has made for some good trips and family time. Arbin enjoyed a 
trip to Grandpa and Grandma’s farm at the end of May. By the end of 
our visit, he knew all the machinery’s proper names and where all the 
mommy and daddy animals were kept. He enjoyed directing the 
kittens where to play and occasionally having to physically redirect 
them to the grass or porch :) He is quite the communicator now and 
loves the veggie tales’ song “God is bigger than the Boogeyman.” He 
will sing and dance anytime daddy sings this song. Sonja has been 
enjoying taking Arbin to our local water park this summer and seeing 
his joy for life. She also enjoys getting to know her church bible study 
group and evening walks as it cools down nicely here in Spearfish at 
night. I have enjoyed running again and wrestling with Arbin. Many 
nights before dinner Arbin and I play baseball in our front yard. We 
enjoy chatting with neighbors and throwing our bats in the dirt and 
running to first base. Arbin may be a baseball player in the future. 
     I have been co-leading summer CV with Carly, an intern with CV. 
We are going through the book of Ephesians with a focus on unity. 
The bible study has been good with some good discussions taking 
place, but the real magic has been what happens afterwards. In the 
past few weeks, we have discussed racism, feminism, spiritual 
warfare, and the validity of scripture. All of these discussions have 
happened in groups of 2-3 people and have been after bible study. 
The students are starting to see that loving Jesus brings unity and this 
often looks different than the way the world tries to bring unity. It is 
great to see them think and apply what loving Jesus looks like in their 
lives. Keep praying for them as God reveals truth to them. 
     Keith, senior cross-country runner, has met with me a couple of 
times this summer for discipleship and leadership training. Keith will 
be running for his 3rd coach this fall and he feels that it is his 
responsibility to help the others transition well to the new coach. He 
also wants to be a spiritual leader on the team. We have been 

working on asking better questions and memorizing scripture so far. 
He is already putting some of the decision-making skills we talked 
about into practice. This week he was asked to lead a ministry project 
with another ministry. When he asked a few questions about purpose 
and vision he decided it wasn’t for him. It was great to see the change 
of gathering more information on the front end before making a 
decision. This skill will help him make better decisions and give better 
counsel in the future. 
     Our foreign missions team had a change of plans due to COVID. 
They served in Southern Africa instead of SE Asia. They did some 
amazing work over there helping with a church plant, evangelizing, 
and starting bible studies. They made good friends and served well. 
Unfortunately, COVID once again changed plans and with a strict 
lockdown in their host country they are coming home 3 weeks earlier 
than expected. Prayers for them would be appreciated as they 
learned many lessons but are obviously dealing with disappointment 
as well. 
Prayers: 
1. Opportunities to meet new freshman and men this semester. 
School starts again on the 20th with move in however most fall 
athletes start by the 16th. 
2. Outreach to athletes this summer especially the football team. I 
will be speaking to the whole team on their second day of practice 
August 10th. The coach is open to the idea of devotionals through the 
fall season. 
3. Mission team would be able to trust God in the disappointment of 
coming home early. 
Praises: 
1. Students are seeing how the Bible brings unity and want to apply it 
to their lives. 
2. Students on mission trips and Project have seen people receive 
Jesus. 
3. A warm welcome by several coaches that will be adding my 
information to their welcome packets for freshman athletes. 

Blessings, Mitch, Sonja, and Arbin 



      
 
Arbin directing cats.     Looking cool after visiting students at project. 

 

What’s in your cup? 
You are holding a cup of coffee when someone comes along and 
bumps into you or shakes your arm, making you spill your coffee 
everywhere. 

Why did you spill the coffee? Because someone bumped into me!!!" 

Wrong answer. You spilled the coffee because there was coffee in 
your cup. Had there been tea in the cup, you would have spilled tea. 

Whatever is inside the cup is what will spill out. Therefore, when life 
comes along and shakes you (which WILL happen), whatever is 
inside you will come out. It's easy to fake it, until you get rattled. 

So, we have to ask ourselves... “what's in my cup?"  

When life gets tough, what spills over? Joy, gratefulness, peace and 
humility? Anger, bitterness, harsh words and reactions?  

Life provides the cup YOU choose how to fill it.  

Today let's work towards filling our cups with gratitude, forgiveness, 
joy, words of affirmation and kindness, gentleness, and love for 
others. 
      Author Unknown, but submitted by Laura Kieser because she 
      found  it very thought provoking when I read it online and felt 
     it was a great story to share with others who might not have 
     access to the internet. 

   



Thanks & Remembering August Celebrations 
With no newsletter last month, we missed a whole lot of 
anniversary and birthday wishes… I thank you for your 
understanding as I went to Ohio to spend time with my family. 
Please allow me, on behalf of my stepbrother, to share that your 
prayers were greatly appreciated regarding his healing from a 
house explosion while working on Geo-Thermal installation. He is 
recovering very well and has returned to work! His co-worker 
Dolan though could still use lots of prayers as he was in the 
hospital for six weeks and I believe he is still in need of more 
surgery. 

However, Chris said he felt so blessed to have so many people 
praying for him. 

THANK YOU! Laura Kieser 
 

August celebrations were as follows: 

Anniversary’s 

3rd – Jake & Greta Krohmer  4th – Randy & Linda Willman 
5th – Fred & Mary Reiner  8th – Kirk & Lynda Luymes 
8th – Chuck & Sue Faulhaber 9th – Brian & Christina Roduner 
14th A John & Janet Boomsma 15th – Ethan & Mindy Zillinger 
21st – Jeff & Kim Burg  25th – Lisa & Brady Younie 
27th – Jason & Cristin Weber 

 

Birthday’s 

10th - Mary Jane Belz  13th – Kali Holt 
14th – Bev Salmen   14th – Johnnie VonEye 
18th – Craig Wenzel   19th – Cody Hasty 
20th – Lisa Edwards   22nd – Jerry Bennett 
29th – Jan Krohmer   31st – Elda Gray 
31st – Megan Baumgart  31st – Alicia Hanson 
 

A shout out to you all and hope that you had blessings galore 
on your special days!  

 

Wessington Springs United Methodist Church 
Administrative Council / July 21, 2021 

 
I.   Call to order – Gerald Kraft called the meeting to order at 8:02 pm. Hub Kieser, 

Sandy Wenzel, Lila Hoffman, Gretchen & Randy Burnison, Lynda & Kirk 
Luymes, Lisa Edwards, Pastor Zach, Diane, and Darrel Winter were present. 

II.    Devotions – by Diane W. based on Psalm 29:2. Drudgery and Holiness 
III. Secretary Minutes – Randy Moved to approve May 19, 2021, minutes with 

amendments of, including the worship report, Lisa, and Kirk in attendance. 
Second by Kirk, motion carried 

IV. Treasurer Report – Moved to approve by Sandy, second by Lynda, carried. 
V. Finance Report – Hub stated we’re good for now, not as good as 2020. 

VI. Committee Reports 
a. PPR – All good. Great service in the park. 
b. Lay-Leader – Attended annual conference. Lawn care going well. Fellowship 
before service is going well. Will check on sprinklers, time setting.   
c. Trustees – Bell tower roof, floor, ceiling sprayed/sealed. Removed old 
speakers. Arches being rebuilt, will add new screens, re-do glass. Planted bat 
deterrent, bats are mad!   
d. Membership – 93 Full, 56 Constituents and 14 Preparatory = 163 Total Members. 
In future may recognize 50-year members. Coordinate with Historian. 
e. Worship – Lisa asked for more involvement from congregation, i.e.: sharing some 
sort of talent such as song, testimonial, poem etc. Choir out till at least past Labor 
Day. 
f. Historian – Gretchen had an historical teaching moment at VBS. Kids were 
intrigued with historic photo of a Sunday school rally, circa 1919. 
g. Outreach – Nothing reported. 
h. Education – Zach; 43 attended VBS, had 46 volunteers. Cost estimate at net, 
$150.00 per participating church. 
i. Pastor – Two baptisms coming up. 7/25 & 8/1. Annual Conference report. Rural 
leadership involvement. General Conference in 2022 will probably have a 
denominational split/separation. 

VII. Old Business – None  
VIII. New Business – Zach moved and Kirk second to re-imburse Hub for Irene 

Olsen’s funeral flowers, carried. Diane: craft fair coming up. Will we provide 
concessions again? Lisa moved and Hub seconded to agree to serve concessions 
if asked. Carried. A special meeting will be needed to address chair or co-chairs 
of event, etc. Sandy; another new computer. This one works! We have church 
windows, desktop version at $230.00 per year. Lila has us paid up. Gloria V. is 
working on keeping it working. Might get on Night-Night cloud. She installed 2 
necessary programs at her cost. Sandy moved and Lisa seconded to pay Gloria 
for the programs. Carried.      

IX. Adjournment – Diane moved and Lisa second to adjourn, Carried. 
Hub Kieser, Pro-Temp Secretary 

 



 WS UMC Calendar              September  2021  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  
Key 

P = Pastor 
O = Others 

A = Anniversaries 
B = Birthdays 

 
WSUMC Website: 

www.springsumc.com 
 

 1  
P – Alpena 
 

2  
P – Office Hours 
B – Bessie Kruse 
B – Arliss Bennett 
B – Kim Burg 

3  
P – Office Hours 
 

4  
 

5  
P & O 
- 10:30 am Fellowship 
- 11:00 am Worship  
   Service 
 

6  
P – Day Off 
A – Mark & Shelley  
   Fuerst 
 

7  
P – Office Hours 
B – Mindy Zillinger 
 
 

8  
P – Alpena 
P – AWANA 5:30 pm 
 

9  
P – Office Hours 
B – Rick Wilde 
B – AJ Neeley 
B – Roger Cashman 

10  
O – Wagon Train  
   Breakfast 
P – Office Hours 
 

11  
O – Wagon Train  
   Breakfast 
O – Bull Bash Church  
   Concessions 
 

12  
P & O 
- 10:30 am Fellowship 
- 11:00 am Worship  
   Service 
- 3:00 pm Manor Service 
B – Sandy Beckman 

13  
P – Day Off 
 

14  
P – Office Hours 
 

15  
P – Alpena 
P – AWANA 5:30 pm 
 

16  
P – Office Hours 
B – Randy Burnison 
 

17  
P – Office Hours 
 

18  
 

19  
P & O 
- 10:30 am Fellowship 
- 11:00 am 
   “Back to Church”,     
   Sunday School Kick- 
   off & Worship Service 

20  
P – Day Off 
P & O - Newsletter   
   submissions due to  
   secretary 

21  
P – Office Hours 
B – Janet Boomsma 
P & O 
   - Feeding SD Food  
   pick-up 
   - Blue Bag Packing 

22  
P – Alpena 
P – AWANA 5:30 pm 
B – Fred Krohmer 
 

23  
P – Office Hours 
B – Fred Reiner 
 

24  
P – Office Hours 
B – Felipe Campos 
B – Sierra Burg 
 
 

25  
 

26  
P & O 
- 10:30 am Fellowship 
- 11:00 am Worship  
   Service 
 

27  
P – Day Off 
B – Bailey Willman 
 

28  
B – Neal Doering 
 

29  
P – Alpena 
P – AWANA 5:30 pm 
B – Mark Fuerst 
A – Cody & Deanna  
   Hasty 

30  
B – Nancy Kruse 
B – Jayden Holt 
A – Phillip & Lisa 
   Edwards 
 

 
Online Worship: SpringsUMC.com/Sermons 

Facebook.com/WessingtonSpringsUMC 

 

NOTE: If you do not see your anniversary or birthday on the calendar… please get it sent to Laura Kieser so she can add it to the list. 
Looking Forward: Youth Group and 1st & 3rd Bible Study will begin in October.  


