
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Wessington Springs 
United Methodist Church 

 
“We will nurture each other and spread the 

Spirit of Christian love to all”. 
Our mission statement 

 
 
 

SHEPHERD’S HERALD 
December 2020 



 Wessington Springs United Methodist Church - December  2020  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

Key 
A – Anniversary 

B – Birthday 
P – Pastor 
O – Other 

 

 1  
P – Office Hours 
 

2  
P – Alpena 
O – United Youth Group 
   @ OSL 
B – Quinten Burg 

3  
P – Office Hours 
 

4  
P – Office Hours 
 

5  
 

6  
O – 11:00 am Worship     
   Service w/In-vehicle       
   transmission available 
   & Sunday School. 
   Baptism. 

7  
P – Day Off 
 

8  
P – Office Hours 
B – Bryanna Kurth 
 

9  
P – Alpena 
O – United Youth Group 
   @ OSL 
 

10  
P – Office Hours 
B – Alma Mohling 
B – Terri Groves 
 

11  
P – Office Hours 
 

12  
A – Dick & Ellen Powell 

13  
O – 11:00 am Worship     
   Service w/In-vehicle       
   transmission available 
   & Sunday School 
B – Mary Lou Cameron 

14  
P – Day Off 
 

15  
P – Office Hours 
 

16  
P – Alpena 
O – United Youth Group 
   @ OSL 
 

17  
P – Office Hours 
B – Gerald Kraft 
 

18  
P – Office Hours 
B – Deanna Hasty 

19  
 

20  
O – 11:00 am Worship     
   Service w/In-vehicle       
   transmission available 
   & Sunday School 
A – Darrell & Diane 
   Winter 

21  
P – Day Off 
 

22  
P – Office Hours 
 

23  
P – Alpena 
O – United Youth Group 
   @ OSL 
 

24  
P – Office Hours 
P & O - Christmas Eve     
   Service at 5 pm. 

25  
Christmas - Blessings &  
   Thanks abundant! 

26  
B – Diane Winter 
B – Charlee Holt 
 
 

27  
O – 11:00 am Worship     
   Service w/In-vehicle       
   transmission available 
   & Sunday School 

28  
P – Day Off 
 

29  
P – Office Hours 
B – Gloria Vavra 
B – Julie Kraft 
 

30  
P – Alpena 
O – United Youth Group 
   @ OSL 
B – Sue Faulhaber 

31  
New Year’s Eve - Stay 
Safe! 

 

 
 

WSUMC Website: www.springsumc.com 
Online Worship Services:  SpringsUMC.com/Sermons 

Facebook.com/WessingtonSpringsUMC



From the Desk of Pastor Zach  
 
From the Desk of Pastor Zach  
 
A voice is crying out: “Clear the Lord’s way in the desert! Make a 
level highway in the wilderness for our God! Every valley will be 
raised up, and every mountain and hill will be flattened. Uneven 
ground will become level, and rough terrain a valley plain. The Lord’s 
glory will appear, and all humanity will see it together; the Lord’s 
mouth has commanded it.” Isaiah 40:3-5, CEB  
 
Advent is a time of preparation for the coming of Jesus Christ.  
 
A United Methodist pastor, Jerry Chism, wrote a special prayer which 
is easy for individuals or families to use during this season of 
anticipation:  
 
Oh Immanuel, God with us, truly in this Advent season we celebrate 
that you are not hidden in some faraway cloud, but you chose to be 
with us in the blur and mystery of our lives. In the midst of lists and 
rush, you are with us as a song that echoes in our minds, as the light of 
a candle, as a card from a friend. They are signs of your presence. We 
turn to you this season and pray that you would birth joy and healing, 
blessing and hope in us. Let something wonderful begin in us — 
something surprising and holy. May your hand be upon us. Let your 
love fill us. Let your joy overwhelm us. Let our longing for you be met 
on a coming holy night. Immanuel with us once again. Amen.  
 
While preparing for Christmas, many of us move things around to 
make room.  
The furniture is rearranged to make a place for the Christmas tree. 
Knick-knacks on a hearth or living room table are cleared to 
accommodate the nativity set. Wall hangings are shuffled to provide a 
spot to display the Christmas cards we receive. The contents of the 
pantry, refrigerator and freezer are consolidated so there will be room 
for ingredients and special Christmas food. We clean out the extra 
bedroom to offer our guests. We may even prune some trees in the 
yard and clean the gutters to make space for Christmas decorations.  

 
Advent is a time when we are comfortable moving things around to 
make room in our homes for Christmas. This makes sense. Christmas 
is about the birth of a child, and every parent knows what it is like to 
lovingly prepare their homes for the day the child arrives and changes 
their lives.  
How will things be moved around in your home this Christmas? What 
needs to be rearranged in your life to make room for the Christ child?  
What changes will you make to carry Christ with you every day?  
 

 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE  
We will have a family Christmas Eve Candlelight worship service on 
December 24 at 5:00 pm. Get an early start to your Christmas Eve 
festivities by worshiping together. Enjoy this special tradition of 
ending the service with a candlelit rendition of Silent Night. Little 
children will have light sticks so as not to miss out on the beauty of 
this service. Everyone is welcome! 



 

 

MORE NOTES FROM A THANKFUL MEMBER 11/15/2020 

     Twenty five dollars, now thirty? Thirty? Sold! $25.00 to number 
33. That is what was going on last Saturday when a thought got 
spurred in my mind for this month’ s “notes”. Luckett Auctions had a 
consignment sale and a large part of it was the selling of the personal 
property of our own beloved yet four and a half years ago passed, 
Alta Beckman. Now, son Denny really wasn’t keen on the whole 
process any way and with a sale not advertised to well and the viral 
spread that’s been going on, well, it just didn’t go to well and in a 
little bit of disgust, he returned much of his mom’s goods back home. 
It hit me there how we too often look at these estate type sales as 
the epilogue on a life well lived. When you get right down to it 
though… that’s not really how it is! 

     What a person accumulates in a lifetime of living is their stuff and 
most of us like our “stuff” , but that really doesn’t define us, especially 
if your someone like Alta Beckman who lived a good life, was a good 
Christian and believed in her Lord and Savior and who now resides in 
His heaven where she gets to be with her family and friends who 
went on before. Her life IS her legacy and her personal belongings 
were just the things that she had and used while she was here. She 
was a good woman and now enjoys a good life’s reward. That is what 
really counts. But, we’re all human and things like what went on 
Saturday can hurt. I get it. Big time! 

     I could feel the hurt and see the sadness in Denny’s face. Yes, 
things didn’t sell well, but the bigger thing is that the sale represented 
an end. It could have been the last vestiges of his mom’s life. Like he 
said, he is the end of his family and who really cares about her “stuff” 
after he is gone. We’re the same in that way. I’m the last of my 
family and although my older siblings should go before me, that 
doesn’t mean it is the way it will work out. I can feel his pain and 
understand it too. There is sadness when the gavel falls for the last 
time. 

     But, that is not the end. While Alta has been gone now for a 
while, her finger print is on many of us who knew her, experienced 
her, were loved by her and she played a role in her church, our 
church that we can enjoy yet today. She was a servant to her Lord  
and His church, served in leadership roles in the church and left her 
mark on this church during her 106 years of good living. That alone is 
a purty good legacy! Look up while in the sanctuary some Sunday, 
Those fans up there were gifts from her, in husband Bob’s memory if 
I’m not mistaken. She left her mark on her church. 

     I got to enjoy a life-long relationship with Alta while she was 
among us and I cherish those times and those memories of her. 
When she asked you to do something, it wasn’t easy to say no. 
Really, you just couldn’t.  I know folks who were called by her when 
she was on the nominating committee. She was hard to say “no” to. 

     I got a few mementos from Alta’s sale Saturday and we received a 
“gift” from her and the family two days before the sale. This “stuff” 
does mean a lot to Laura and I and we’ll cherish these things till we’re 
gone. “Things” that will always remind us of Alta and what she meant 
to us. So, yah, I get what Denny is feeling about his mothers’ stuff, 
but the most important thing he got from her… can’t be sold on a sale 
or taken away, those are the love and life lessons she gave him. He is 
indeed, lucky to have had her for so long. 

     I write this entry thankful for Alta and her life in this church and 
thankful to Him for giving us her for oh so long. Like so many others, 
she made a difference in this church and when faced with sorrow, 
held her head up high and loved her Lord even more. That is a sign of 
a faithful servant and that is why we know she enjoys her place in His 
heaven. Thank Denny for his mother if you get the chance. She had a 
good influence on our church and she is one of the many reasons that 
the United Methodist Church of Wessington Springs IS, and we are all 
the better for it. Thank you Alta, and thank you Lord for all the Alta’s 
in our life. A-men!   

Hub Kieser, thankful member 

PS: I hope you feel our love for your mom Denny. We honor her 
memory! 



 
 

To keep this going we need you! 
If you are willing to volunteer for one Sunday per month 

please contact 
Gretchen Burnison @ 605-988-7328   rgburnison@santel.net  

or Shelley Fuerst @ 605-350-1337   msfuerst@venturecomm.net. 
We look forward to hearing from you! 

 

Miguel News 

We do not have news directly from Miguel but I have received a letter 
from Compassion International.  Any donations we offer prior to 
December 31, 2020 will be matched and used for all children. 

“A child living in poverty has two critical needs: food and hope.  
When these needs are met, a child has a good chance of developing 
into a healthy, thriving adult.  

Compassion International has been serving children in Jesus’ name for 
over 65 years.  We help the poorest of the poor, the children in greatest 
need. 

Today, families in the poorest nations around the world are facing 
famine, drought, and most recently, the global pandemic.  For a gift of 
$20, you can help provide nourishing food and a Bible to meet the 
most immediate physical and spiritual needs of one child.  Even better, 
your gift will be doubled through a Matching Grant, up to $400,000, to 
provide food and Bibles for two children! 

Please respond no later than December 31 to help make a difference 
for as many children as possible today.  Thank you for partnering with 
us to bring hope to children living in poverty around the world! 

 

In Christ, Dan Mangan / Senior Director of Supporter Engagement 
Compassion International 

P.S. For just $20, you can give a child living in poverty the nourishing 
food he or she needs and a Bible to read, study and treasure.  Please 
give as generously as you can to make a difference in a child’s life 
today!  To give immediately, please go to 
compassion.com/foodandbibles.” 

      Tammy Mettler 

 

Phyllis Comes Flying News 

Enclosed in this newsletter is the obituary folder for Phyllis’s nephew, 
Delbert Comes Flying.  Delbert fell and hit his head and was flown to 
Sioux Falls where he later died.  His youngest daughter is 13.  Phyllis 
thanks everyone for their concern and prayers during another sad loss 
for her family. 

Tammy talked to Phyllis November 21st, and Phyllis wants everyone 
to know she is thinking of us and wonders how we are all doing.  She 
wants everyone to stay well and safe.  They have Covid at Ft. 
Thompson and just lost 2 residents in 1 week due to the virus.  Their 
oldest community resident also passed away in the same week from 
natural causes.  She was 103! 

We are always collecting items for Ft. Thompson such as canned food, 
warm blankets and coats and clean toys.  We will try to take another 
batch of things some time before Christmas if it is safe to do so.  Items 
can be left at the church or Mettler’s Locker.  Phyllis loves to hear 
from us so I have included her address for your reference if you wish 
to contact her.  Thank you for the prayers and donations for our 
neighbors at Ft. Thompson. 

 
Phyllis Comes Flying 
PO Box 406 
Ft. Thompson SD  57339-0406   Tammy Mettler 
 

UMC 

Open Now! 

We are offering a nursery 
room during Sunday 
worship service for 
children ages 4 and under. 



  



Food Donations 

Caroline Witte and Haeleigh Mulder are collecting food for the local 
food pantry as a class project. The donations are being collected in 
weekly themes and are to be placed in a donation box in the church 
sanctuary. You have 1 more opportunity to help them in December, 
so please consider donating!  

Dec 7-13: Personal Hygiene items 

Advent Reflections 

In place of a community Advent service this year, the 
Jerauld County Ministerial Service will produce a series of 
weekly Advent reflections with the themes of Hope, Peace, 
Joy, and Love. The plan is to post these on Facebook and 
YouTube on the four Wednesdays in Advent: Dec. 2, 9, 
16, and 23. The four reflections will be edited together 
and played on Venture Cable Channel 195 on 
Wednesday, Dec. 23 at 10:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. They 
will also be uploaded to Video on Demand for access at 
viewer’s discretion. 
 
Annual Charge Conference 
Charge Conference is our annual ‘State of the church’ report. It will 
be during the service on the last Sunday of the year, Dec. 27. Please 
be sure to attend as we review 2020 and look forward to what God 
will do in & through this church in 2020! 

We are in the midst of Advent - a time of hope, 
expectation, and preparation. As we enter this time of 
Advent looking forward to a celebration on Christmas 
Eve, who is it that God has laid on your heart? Are you 
praying for someone to come, or return, to this church? 
Our Christmas Eve service is a wonderful service to invite 
those who might not otherwise attend.  

Pastor Zach challenges you to invite one person  
to our Christmas Eve service.  



There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit 

Health Concerns – Joyce Rogers, Duke Wenzel, Pat Mettler 
and daughter Linda, Laura Kieser, Tottie Strong Heart 
Lenerville, Bev Salmen, David Arnott, Phyllis Arhart, Tony 
Willman, Brian VanBuren, Cecile Knight, Lindsey Dubs, 
Quinn Mohling and Steve Deneke. Olivia Jo Munce. David 
Grieve, Drake Rounds, Ann Cline, Annie Holset, Marilyn 
Larson & Christi Swenson. 
Cancer Fight – Kaydance Horsley, Cindy Lutter, Amber 
Kolousek, Pauline Kaus, Cory Hainy, Brian Canca, Jared 
Jost, Sean Rubino, Louise Schaller, Denice Hein, Jerry 
Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil Deneke and Sonnie Schimke. 
Nursing Home – Joyce Beckman, Dorothy Powell and 
Bessie Kruse. All who are cared for in nursing homes 
around the world and their care givers. 
Other Concerns 
Pray for healing and hope for the friends and families of 
Irene Olsen, Wayne Salmen, Gayle Willman, Ruth Bult and 
Jack McNeil (Quinten Burg’s brother-in-law) as they 
celebrate their loved ones lives! 
For our global well being in dealing with: Loss, recovery & 
challenges associated with COVID19. 
For those continuing to fight against discrimination and for 
those who are being discriminated against!  
For our compassion child Miguel and his brother Rafael. 
For those working in Missions; Mitch and Sonja Kraft. 
For the country of Nicaragua who are under dictator rule 
with no planes allowed… the people are suffering! 
 

Pastor Zach Kingery  zach.kingery@gmail.com 
Cell 605.838.6303  Office 605.539-1567 

Laura Kieser, Secretary genevieve@venturecomm.net 
Home 605.539-1941 Cell 605.999-0084 



 

Wessington Springs United Methodist Church  Administrative Council / November 18, 2020 
I.   Devotions – Prayer 

II. Call to order – Gerald Kraft called the meeting to order with Hub & Laura Kieser, Sandy Wenzel, Lisa Edwards, Lila Hoffman, 
Randy Burnison, Lynda & Kirk Luymes and Pastor Zach present. 

III. Secretary Minutes – A motion was made to approve the September 16th Ad Council Meeting Minutes and the November 1st 
Special Meeting Minutes. M/ S (Kirk / Lisa) Motion carried 

IV. Treasurer Report – A motion was made to approve the Treasurer report. M/ S (Lynda / Kirk) Motion carried 
V. Finance Report – Things are better, showing us in the black versus red. We received great comments from givers during drive-in 

church. We’re hoping to get more pledge cards returned this year.   
VI. Committee Reports 
a. PPR – Hope Pastor had a good weekend get away. The pulpit fill in did a good job!  
b. Lay-Leader – Lynda has been making plans for decorating the church for Advent and Christmas.   
c. Trustees – The ramp has been poured and the stairs will be formed this next week, then rails will be next, 
- A couple windows still need storm glass to seal and protect the stain glass windows. 
- Continuing to review plans for the bell tower to see if the cost can be effectively reduced. 
- Kindergarten room now has new lighting.  
d. Worship – Plans for Christmas Eve service at 5 pm are in the works.  
e. Membership – 95 Full, 48 Constituents and 12 Preparatory = 155 Total Members. 
f. Education – We are in need of Sunday school teachers! 
g. Action Teams – No report at this time. 
h. Outreach – Donations for the Tree of Life shoebox ministry reached $343.00… Thank you! 
- The Camps & Conference Fund still has money available.  
i. Community Youth Group – Began. They held a Trick or Treat for the food pantry. 
- UMC has the food and programming for January. Please contact Julie Kraft if you can assist with the food. 
j. Historian – No report at this time. 
k. Pastor – WS UMC Charge Conference will be December 27th during church service. Please get your reports to the 
secretary by December 13th. 
- WSUMC in charge of Ecumenical Thanksgiving service. Video with interviews of congregants from each area church 
about giving thanks. Will be put online and on VentureComm. 
- WSUMC in charge of Ecumenical Advent Service: Weekly devotional videos from each church, full special on 
VentureComm on Dec. 23rd.  
- Confirmation started Sunday, Nov. 8th. Confirmation classes are during the school year and have been moved to 
Wednesdays from 4-5:30PM. Meet twice every month.  
- Membership Class scheduled for Saturday Nov. 21, 1PM. 
- Baptisms Scheduled. Hazel Schroeder (Eric & Betsy) on Nov. 29; Stockton Schweitzer (Ryder & Traci) and Carlayna 
Water (Matt & Natasha) on Dec. 6.  
- Had Laura Kieser participate in “Congregational Care” training. 

VII. Old Business – There is no old business. 
VIII. New Business 

a. Zach Paulson, Our Saviors Lutheran Church will be presenting at our church service on the 29th. He will be doing 
mission work with Bridges (the old Crue) in Denver, working with International students, creating a place of community 
where they can learn about Jesus. 

b. Pastor Zach wishes to do some community support, asking for funding source. 
** A special meeting will take place if it is decided these two projects need funded before the end of the year. 

c. A couple of “house” issues were discussed: 
i. How to / do we need to track memorial donations through the financial system and do we have a receipt for our 

donors? 
1. Hub will contact Jeff Pospisol, Conference Treasurer for guidance. 

ii. Some parents have expressed interest in having Sunday school at a time other that during church services. 
1. Challenges include; 2 adults per class for accountability, a 6 month commitment for 6 people per 

week.   
Adjournment - A motion was made to adjourn. M (Kirk / Randy) Adjourned.      Laura Kieser, Secretary



 

 

We’re always looking for good stories of faith to be shared in the Shepherd’s Herald. 
Prayerfully consider how you can share your story with your church family!  


