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Wessington Springs
United Methodist Church
“We will nurture each other and spread the
Spirit of Christian love to all”.
Our mission statement

From the Desk of Pastor Zach
I want to provide some of my thoughts concerning the results of
the merger vote. If you haven’t read through the Merger Vote
Outcome information please take a moment to do that first.
When these merger discussions began between the three
churches there was a lot of questions, a bit of worry and maybe
some fear, but also a lot of hope. Hope for the path God has for
the church, hope for the future, hope for a renewed sense of life
and purpose and calling. And from my perspective, even with
the result of the vote, this time has not been without fruit.
Our leadership has been discussing how we can better engage
youth and young families.
Our kids Sunday School has been steady and growing in
number and in regular attendance.
There is discussion of the future and not just a focus on survival
- and these discussions aren’t being prompted by me!
I have members coming to me with ideas for events, activities,
mission work, and outreach.
The Sunday worship service is alive with activity and
excitement, visiting and joyful noise.
While the merger vote did not result in a new, merged church
we have been a people who have followed the leading of the
Holy Spirit and God truly is at work. May we continue to be
faithful in following Him, looking forward to the future, and stay
committed to His mission of advancing His Kingdom in our
community and beyond.
Pastor Zach Kingery
Cell 605.838.6303 Office 605.539-1567
zach.kingery@gmail.com

A NOTE FROM A MERGER COMMITTEE MEMBER
Once upon a time, in the heart of the Dakota Territory, a
man named Almona B. Smart, a Methodist preacher from the
Rock River Conference of Illinois, started a Methodist
movement, here, in 1880, in what would become known as
Wessington Springs. He had a vision of a temperant community
out west, untouched by the evils of crime and liquor that he
thought was the ruination of civilization in the eastern part of
this fairly new country, the United States. With help from many
notable locals (all new to the area), the Methodist Episcopal
Church, (our church) became incorporated April 8th of 1882,
several months BEFORE the town of Wessington Springs would
become incorporated. With our first building built in 1883 and
dedicated debt free September 7th, of 1884, this new
congregation grew fast, so fast that a new, larger building was
built in 1902, and that building being outgrown and a new (now
existing) building being built in 1913 and dedicated debt free on
December 21stg of that year at a total cost of $40,000.00!
The M.E. church as it was known as then was pivotal to the
growth of not only the town, but the faith community as well,
this being evident as they allowed the First Congregational
Church (now the UCC) to meet and organize in the M.E. building
in 1886. The M.E. church was by default also involved in the
organizing and development of the Free Methodist church in
1887 and eventually helped uphold the churches’ forming of a
Seminary and a college in Springs. This M.E. church was
instrumental in helping those two other denominations come
into existence. Some 134 years later, we find ourselves helping
not only that now UCC church reform or restart, but, also
ourselves, the UMC, and the country UCC church restart. In a
way, history is sort of repeating itself.
Today, January 19th, we voted on a merger of us and the
two UCC churches. They both will vote next Sunday, the 26th
and that evening the merger committee will tally the votes of all
three congregations. You may or may not know the outcome of
that vote by the time you receive this newsletter, but I thought

a brief history of our beginnings and our history of being of help
to what is now the town UCC church might be of some interest
to you all. An interesting tidbit I found while writing the initial
dissertation of the history of our faith community for the
quas-qui-centennial celebration of 2007. Our first building was
built for the sum of $1,500.00 and fourteen years later the
Congregational church was built of similar size for a sum NOT
TO EXCEED $1,200.00. Our first facility that we outgrew by
1902 was built on the corner of Wallace and 2nd Street SW
(where Jim Luckett’s lived for many years) and was sold to the
Solberg Lutheran’s. They moved it to the corner of the SW ¼ of
section 18 in Blaine township where it stood until the mid
1980’s and was used until the mid 1960’s when they then
became part of Our Savior’s Lutheran. The original UCC
structure built in 1898 is still in use today and remains mostly as
it was built 122 years ago. That my friends, is quality
construction!
I guess, what I’m trying to get at is, should our churches
merge and unite, it will not be a death of an existing
congregation, but, rather, perhaps, a continuation of our faith
community in Wessington Springs growing together and
growing stronger, together. I believe that is what He wants us
to do.
Thank God for our merger committee and especially the
leaders of it, Pastor Zach and Pastor Rod, two men who have
worked together and worked hard for you and me and our faith
communities. May God bless this merger vote and all who are
part of it. A-men!
Humble Servant, Hub Kieser
Miguel News
Happy 17th Birthday to Miguel on February 8th! We were able to send
$30 to Miguel for his birthday this year. Please continue to pray for
guidance for Miguel as he is close to becoming an adult. Thank you
for your support financially and spiritually for Miguel.
Tammy Mettler

Mitch & Sonja

Happy New Year!

We hope that you have had a great Christmas season! This time of
year is full of reflection and gatherings. That is what the last month
has looked like for us. It has been a blessing to get some more time as
a family after such an event filled end of the semester.
We ended the semester
with many parties for our
students in December and
a 4 day conference at the
beginning of January.
There were many
encouraging things that
came from these events
and I wanted to share 2
stories with you.
At our end of the year Christmas party we had several of our students
bring friends. On of these students, Brett, brought his friend from
Tunisia. Tunisia is a country in North Africa that is predominantly
Muslim. His friend Abula (not real name) and I had a great chat as we
got to know each. Having experienced culture shock first hand we
were able to bond over the things in America that were a surprise to
Abula and what he really enjoyed about the differences. It was
encouraging to hear that he found Americans to be more friendly and
interested in him than he expected. With the media propagating fear
of America in Tunisia and American media propagating fear of
Muslims it was super encouraging to be able to have a civil discourse
over the differences in culture. The conversation even moved in to
spiritual things and I got to share the Gospel with Abula. Please keep
Abula in your prayers as he interacts with Brett and other Christians
this next semester.
In January we had a conference where 16 of our students and 1
recently graduated student attended. It was a great time where many
of our students were challenged in their walk with God, the

importance of community, and seeing the body of Christ from all over
the region. It was a great time for me to hear from God and to invest
in the lives of students at BHSU and other Campus Ventures
campuses. Many students felt like they were trying to absorb so much
information that it was like drinking from a fire hose so it was very
difficult for me to know what was being caught most of the
conference.
Students
getting
ready for
Life Impact
Conference
2019

The conference ended on Sunday night with a campus time and
Shane, our director, asked some questions to help the students
process what they had learned. Here are some of the answers we got.
1. I have never had a community like this before.

2. It was cool to see in our prayer groups, that even though we didn’t
know each other at all before we got to the conference. We were
able to trust each other with our fears and secrets because we knew
they were brothers and sisters in Christ.
3. I want to know Jesus more and want to meet with him every day.
4. I like the idea that when we lead someone to Christ we not only
change the trajectory of their life but of all the lives they come into
contact with in the future.

These were just a few of the things we heard that night. Please pray
for our students to be fertile soil and that the things they learned
would bear fruit.
Thank you all for allowing us to be on campus and to invest in the
students. I hope that these stories encourage you as much as they
encourage us just a few more highlights as we look back on the
semester of Fall 2019 

1. 10 faithful men and women have been attending bible study.
1 went to the conference.
2.
3.
4.
5.

3 athletes are being disciple by Mitch
We have had contact with 9 of the 14 sports athletes.
2 people heard the Gospel
Several students have signed up to spend their summers overseas
or to get more training in Denver

Praises:
1. Students are hearing from God and are excited to put into
practice what they heard.
2. Students are hearing the Gospel at BHSU.

Prayer Request:
1. That the seeds that were planted last semester would bear
fruit this semester.

2. For Abula to recognize the truth of the Gospel
3. A healthy family. Arbin, Sonja, or Mitch has been sick mostly since
Thanksgiving. Currently Arbin has a cold and cough and Mitch has a
cough.

Phyllis Comes Flying News
Phyllis will join us for worship on Sunday, February 16, 2020.
It just so happens to be her 76th birthday on that day so we
will be honoring Phyllis for all she does to help the people
at Ft. Thompson. We will be collecting cards for a card
shower for her special day. Use this opportunity to
encourage and thank Phyllis for allowing us to help the
people of Ft. Thompson through her. Cards may be left at
the church any time between now and February 16th. It
would also be a good time to send diapers, Depends
products, canned goods and hygiene supplies to stock
the shelves we placed in Phyllis’s basement. Money
donations for these items will also be accepted.
Thank you for your prayers and support for Phyllis.
Tammy Mettler

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit
Health Concerns – Karen Messmer, Phyllis Arhart, Joe
Turner, Sandy Wenzel, Jan Krohmer, Drew Kraft, Delbert
(Phyllis Comes Flying’s nephew), Tab (the young man in
the car with Barry Grieve), Mary Anna Jones, Tony Willman,
Brian VanBuren, Carol Steffensen, Cecile Knight, Joyce
Rogers, Lindsey Dubs, Quinn Mohling, Tiny Gohring & Steve
Deneke. Hattie Thigh, Dale Leischner, Olivia Jo Munce,
Don & Dawn Novak and Dawn’s mom, David Grieve,
Drake Rounds, Leslie Vinderslev, G. Ann Cline, Annie
Holset, Marilyn Larson & Christi Swenson.
Cancer Fight – Cory Hainy, Gloria Fastnacht, Brian Canca,
Jared Jost, Sean Rubino, Louise Schaller, Denice Hein, Jerry
Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil Deneke and Sonnie Schimke.
Nursing Home – LaVonne Beckman, Joyce Beckman,
Beverly Sorensen, Dorothy Powell, Don Kraft & Bessie Kruse.
All who are cared for in nursing homes around the world
and their care givers.
Other Concerns
For our church, our leaders and those involved in our
community who are exploring opportunities to grow in
Christ and His church.
Our compassion child Miguel and his brother Rafael.
For the family of Alan Scheffner. Those who have lost loved
ones as they continue to grieve and heal.
Those working in Missions; Mindy Kraft, Mitch & Sonja Kraft
and our Action Team.
If you wish to have someone added to this prayer
list or removed, please contact Laura Kieser drop a
note into the communion plate or my church mail
box right outside the pastor’s office.

Or do you? Please provide your mailing
address, phone number and other
pertinent information to the secretary
so we can be sure to include you in our
mailings, birthday & anniversary
celebrations and the like. If you need a
form don’t hesitate to ask.

I took a bit of “Artistic License” to bring you the
thank you card received in the mail. I will place the
original on the bulletin board at the church.
Laura Kieser

All Women are invited
to join in a weekly
time of prayer every
Sunday afternoon at
1:30 at the church.
Join with other
women as we pray for
our community, our
churches, specific
needs, and each other.

Secretary, Laura Kieser – 605.999-0084
genevieve@venturecomm.net

WS Untied Methodist Church
Sun

Mon

Tue

February 2020

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Key
A – Anniversary
B – Birthday
P – Pastor
O – Other

WSUMC Website
Pastor Zach Kingery
www.springsumc.com
605.838.6303

2

3

P – Day Off
O – Choir 9:30 am
O – 10:30 am Fellowship
11 am - Church Service
Pot-Luck Fellowship
(after Service)
O – 1:30 pm Women’s

9

10

P – Day Off
O – No Choir
O – 10:30 am Fellowship
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
B – Caden Faulhaber

16

17

P – Day Off
O – Choir 9:30 am
O – 10:30 am Fellowship B – Jeff Rieder
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
B – Leslie Vinderslev

23

24

P – Day Off
O – Choir 9:30 am
O – 10:30 am Fellowship B – Wyatt Stevens
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
B – Karis Manning

4

O – AWANA @ IBC
Supper 5:30 pm w/
Lessons 6 – 7:30 pm

5

6

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am

P – Office Hours
P – Alpena
O – Community Youth B – Mette Ness
Group @ OSL 6:30 pm
O – AWANA @ IBC

11

7

P – Office Hours

8
B – Miguel / WS UMC’s
Compassion Child

12

13

P – Office Hours
P – Alpena
O – Community Youth
Group @ OSL 6:30 pm
O – AWANA @ IBC
B – Duke Wenzel

14

15

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am
P – Ministerial Assoc.
Mtg. 5:30 – 6:30 pm
B – Michelle Tong

18

19

20

22

P – Alpena
O – Community Youth
Group @ OSL 6:30 pm
O – AWANA @ IBC
B – LaVonne Cashman

P – Office Hours
P & O – Newsletter
articles, photos and
etc… due to secretary

21

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am
B – Joyce Beckman

25

26

27

28

29

P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am
P – Conference in
Sioux Falls

P – Office Hours
P – Alpena
P&O - Ash Wednesday
O – Community Youth
Group @ OSL 6:30 pm
O – AWANA @ IBC
B – Karie Waters

P – Office Hours

P – Office Hours
B – Jamison Kingery

P – Office Hours

Wessington Springs United Methodist Church
Administrative Council

November 20, 2019

I. Devotions – Gerald read James 4:1-3 and talked about how to pray. We then recited the Lord’s Prayer.
II. Call to order Gerald Kraft called the meeting to order with Hub & Laura Kieser, Lynda & Kirk Luymes, Lisa
Edwards and Pastor Zach present. Lila Hoffman joined us as soon as she was available.
III. Secretary Minutes – A motion was made to approve both the November 20th Ad Council Minutes and the December
8th Special Meeting Minutes. M/ S (Lisa / Lynda) Motion carried
IV. Treasurer Report – Craft Fair results: $2,507.50 – 215.81 Expense and $229.17 (10% tithing) donated to the Blue
Bag program provided $2,062.52 for our general fund. A motion was made to approve the Treasurer report. M/ S
(Hub / Kirk) Motion carried
V. Finance Report – We are moving in the right direction but had to cash in the $10,000.00 CD. The monies that are
invested at the Conference are doing well.
VI. Committee Reports
a. PPR – Although Randy was absent Lynda shared that having Pastor Zach stay for another year has been approved.
b. Lay-Leader – Lynda is working on a grant for the bell tower repairs that are needed to restore it.
c. Trustees – A donor has requested paying for upgraded / improvements to the sound system that is around 20 years old,
if not more.
- Continued discussion regarding repair and upgrades needs in the basement. Kirk shared some thoughts on making a
priority list.
d. Worship – Jan’s gone through Jan. 26th and again on Feb. 9th.
- Planning for Lent & Easter has begun.
- Sermons are now being uploaded with audio + slides, previously it was only audio
e. Membership – 98 Full, 47 Constituents and 13 Preparatory = 158 Total Members.
f. Education – Jessica Kingery purchased a new Sunday School curriculum, New City Catechism, which utilizes 52
catechism questions. The increase of frequency and amount of children attending Sunday School has led to Jessica
establishing a rotation of Sunday School teachers, who have been trained on the new curriculum.
g. Outreach – No report tonight.
h. Action Teams – Tammy has been giving updates through articles in the newsletter.
i. United Youth Group – Pastor Zach is teaching at the Community Youth Group during the month of January. We are
also in charge of providing the meal in January, which has been planned out by Julie Kraft. Thank you, Julie!
j. Historian – No report tonight.
k. Pastor –
2019 Year End 01/01/2019 - 12/31/2019 (Not Christmas Eve)
Average Attendance = 48
Total Plate Giving - $66,605
Weekly Average - $1,305.98
Per person - $29.20/week or $1,373/year
07/01/2019 - 12/31/2019 (Not Christmas Eve)
Average Attendance = 55
Weekly average = $1,363.81
Per person = $26.57/week - decrease in per person giving due to increase of families.
- Christmas Eve - 133 attended. Saw an increase of local young families.
- Thank you cards went out to givers.
- Services were canceled on 12/01/2019 and 12/29/2019 due to winter weather conditions.
- During the service time on 12/15/2019 there was a medical emergency in the congregation. A special thank you to Eric
& Betsy Schroeder, and Linda Willman for their immediate response and intervention. Pastor Zach recommends we
extend special recognition to them during a church service.
2020
- Started with Sermon Series - Under the Influence - directed at parents/families and how the church needs to equip them
to lay a spiritual foundation for children.
- 01/05 - Joint service with Templeton & WS UCC - 130 in attendance
- 01/12 - 1 Baptism of a new professing believer. 3 members added (w/ at least one more to be added on 1/19) and one
reaffirmation of membership.
- 01/19 - This Sunday we will have Annual Reports given and a Merger Vote concerning the Merger Committee proposal.
The Merger Committee [made up of the 2019 WS UCC & Templeton UCC joint parish board and the necessary WSUMC
2019 Administrative Council members (Chairperson, Finance Chair, head Trustee, Lay Leader, SPPRC Chair), along with
UCC lay pastor Rod Huismen and UMC Pastor Zach Kingery] will meet on the evening of 01/19 to tally the votes.
- Pastor Zach and family were able to travel to Kansas during the week of 12/29 to visit family.

VII. Old Business
– None at this time.
VIII. New Business –
a. A motion was made to accept the funding and move forward on upgrading the church sound system. M/ S
(Hub / Lila) Motion carried
b. Discussion began on protocol for canceling church and informing people of said cancelation. This was tabled
until further information can be obtained.
IX. Adjournment - A motion was made to adjourn. M (Lisa / Kirk) Adjourned.
Laura Kieser, Secretary
Please put these Administrative Council dates on your 2020 Calendar
January 15 / March 18 / May 20 / July 15 / September 16 / November 18
8 pm in the “Fellowship” Chapel

Outcome of Merger Proposal & Congregational Vote
Concerning the proposed merger of Templeton UCC, WS UCC, and WSUMC a congregational vote was held
for each of the respective church congregations. WSUMC voted on January 19 during their scheduled worship
service time. Due to weather cancelation, both WS UCC and Templeton UCC rescheduled their vote for the
agreed storm date of January 26.
Merger Committee Explanation of vote:
A YES vote means the closing of all three affected churches and re-opening (or re-start) as a merged UMC /
UCC Church which will utilize the existing UMC church facility. A NO vote means there will be no merger; your
church will remain as it is now. A majority vote from each congregation prevails.
Voting Results
The results were tallied by the Merger Committee on the evening of Sunday, January 26 and the results are as
follows:
WS UMC - YES: 28 NO: 3 Majority (90%) in favor of merger.
WS UCC - YES: 4 NO: 20 Majority (84%) against merger.
Templeton UCC - YES: 27 NO: 36

Majority (57%) against merger.

As a result of the congregational voting the merger committee has been dissolved and there are no current
plans for further formal discussion concerning a merger of the three congregations.
While this vote did not result in the three churches working toward a merged church this does not restrict any
of the churches from further discussion or cooperation.
May God continue to work in and through our churches as we seek to follow His will.
Questions concerning the outcome may be directed to your congregation’s leadership.
(Written on behalf of the Merger Committee by Pastor Zach Kingery.)

