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Wessington Springs
United Methodist Church
“We will nurture each other and spread the
Spirit of Christian love to all”.
Our mission statement

All Women are invited to join in a weekly time of
prayer every Sunday afternoon at 1:30 at the church.
Join with other women as we pray for our community,
our churches, specific needs, and each other.

From the Desk of Pastor Zach
2019 has arrived and so has the theme for this new year: Dig Deep.
There is a parable Jesus told his followers about a man, his vineyard, and the hired keeper of the
vineyard. We can read the parable in Luke 13.
Parables are great teaching tools because they are used to teach important lessons which contain
truths about God, his kingdom, and the part we play as his servants.
The reason this passage of scripture will shape WSUMC for this year is because of the importance the
keeper of the vineyard places on the task of ensuring the tree bears fruit. The owner looks at a tree
not producing fruit and wants to know why the ground should be used up by a fruitless tree. If a fruit
tree does not produce fruit, then what purpose does it have?
If a tree does not fulfill its purpose, the owner is content to cut it down and plant something new.
But the vinekeeper requests another year, another chance for the tree. The tree wants to produce,
the ground wants the tree to produce, but it takes a special effort by the vinekeeper for this to
happen.
“Allow me dig it and dung it.” He requests.
In the fall of 2018 we worked through two sermon series: Uphold, where we looked at how we uphold
one another as believers and as members of the church; and Legacy, where we talked about
building and living a faith that generates a legacy for generations to come. From these two series the
Holy Spirit began to work on my heart and began to reveal to me the hard work that is needed from
us as a church in the community of Wessington Springs.
As Christians, and as a community of believers who worship together at WSUMC, I believe that the
Holy Spirit is working to bring us to a place where we truly begin to ‘dig it and dung it.’ I don’t know all
of what this means yet for our church, or for me as your pastor, but what I do know is that it will take
hard work, dedication, and a desire to see fruit come to bear.
I’m excited to see what this year brings as we dig deep, work hard to spread fertilizer that causes
growth, and work together to see fruit for the kingdom produced.

“MORE NOTES” FROM A THANKFUL MEMBER
(AND AN HONOR AND MEMORIAL TO A GREAT FRIEND)
Weird! That’s the way this relationship started. Weird, was
what came to mind with the idiosyncrasies of the man I am
talking about. Remember those Jell-O commercials of
yesteryear when Bill Cosby was the pitchman for Jello-Pudding?
Remember his “friend” he would talk about in those TV ads?
He’d talk about Weird Harold!
Because he was a close friend, I could call him “Weird
Harold” as a term of endearment and Harold would like it! He
would even respond with, “there’s nobody weirder!” And that is
how it was with our own “Weird” Harold Hotchkiss. Harold came
to me via phone call back in the late eighties when I was
advertising for a farm worker. I really didn’t know him, but he
came out for a visit and interview and although I didn’t hire
him, he moved back to his home town (Springs) around 1990
and became a fixture of the community and a servant to the
town and eventually this church, his church.
Harold was a very handy man, liked to tinker and fix most
anything he was confronted with and seemed to have a certain
affinity for plumbing. He worked for and with Fred Knight as a
carpenter and contractor, was the lead foreman for at least one
construction project in town, in building the vet clinic on the
east side of town and was instrumental in some of the unique
design and materials that were used in the project. In 1995
when we did the major project in the church sanctuary of
removing pews, laying a new floor underlayment, new paint and
the needed repairs to the ceiling and walls, Harold was there.
Can’t remember if he was working for Fred at that time, but he
worked alongside him and those of us who helped out.
Somewhere under some of the sheets of underlayment, some
one will one day find business cards of mine, Fred’s and
Harold’s company, STC Inc. Please don’t go tearing up the floor
to find them.
Speaking of STC, Inc., who can forget the front page picture
introducing STC to the world with it’s brand new tank on a fresh
truck Harold in his tuxedo standing proudly beside?! Weird? No,

just Harold! When we were looking for a new janitor shortly
after the sanctuary project, Harold bid the job as STC Inc. on
contract and diligently served in that capacity until March of
2014, when taking care of his life partner Marion, who
incidentally worked beside Harold here for many of those years,
needed his undivided attention and he semi-retired from the
working world. Harold passed from this world, into Jesus’ arms
Sunday, November 25th after a somewhat short time of affliction
with an abdominal cancer. We sure do miss you Harold!
I’m thankful this month for Harold, and Marion too, for their
dedication to this church for oh-so-many years of service to us,
I’m thankful too for the friendship that I had with Harold and
the last visit I had with him. I had a subject I wanted to ask him
about and decided to save it for later, so as to have another
good reason to stop and visit. I hadn’t been very good at doing
that for awhile (another eternal mistake). I’ll never know the
answer to my question.
At this special time of
year, we need to reflect and
be ever thankful for the gifts
God has given us and
especially the gift of His Son,
Jesus Christ, whose birth we
now celebrate, and the life
and later the sacrifice that
Jesus made just for us, His
sinful yet loving believers!
Keep the Christ in Christmas
and remember to be in
prayer, thankful for Him for
all He has bestowed upon us,
and the great friends and
family that surround us as
we celebrate.
God Bless and
Merry Christmas!
Hub Kieser, thankful member

Feeding South Dakota
FREE FOOD for SENIORS in need.
Please contact one of the following individuals if you are
interested in learning more about this program:
Velma Anderson 307.258-2572
April Grubb
605.539-1980
Carol Maxfield
605.539-1727
Tammy Mettler 605.539-1958
Jean Scheel
605.539-1153
Eligibility
- At least 60 years of age.
- On a limited income.

Noah’s Ark
"I found this Noah's Ark message and
thought the words would be good
inspiration as we enter 2019." - Kim Burg
Noah’s Ark: Everything I need to know, I learned
from Noah’s Ark.
One: Don’t miss the boat
Two: Remember that we are all in the same boat.
Three: Plan ahead. It wasn’t raining when Noah
built the ark.
Four: Stay fit. When you’re 80 years old, someone
may ask you to do something really big.
Five: Don’t listen to critics; just get on with the job
that needs to be done.
Six: Build your future on high ground.
Seven: For safety’s sake, travel in pairs.
Eight: Speed isn’t always an advantage. The snails
were on board with the cheetahs.
Nine: When you’re stressed, float awhile.
Ten: Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs;
amateurs;
the Titanic by professionals.
Eleven: No natter the storm, there’s always a
rainbow waiting.

Dear Church,
I will be traveling to Guatemala March 2nd-9th over spring
break with other students from the physical therapy,
occupational therapy, speech therapy, and audiology
programs at USD. We will be flying into Guatemala City and
then taking a bus to Lago de Atitlan in the west central area of
Guatemala. The communities we will be serving are located
around the Lake (“Lago”). We will be providing much needed
healthcare for the children and educational support for the
therapists at ADISA, a school for children with special needs. We
will also be providing care in the medically underserved
communities in the area.
We will be doing some fundraising in the upcoming months
to help with the cost of the trip, which is about $1800 per
student. If you’ like to donate, checks can be made out to
Funding Medical Care in Guatemala with Abby Mettler in the
memo line. You can give donations to my parents, or mail to
me at 803 E. Lewis St, Vermillion, SD 57069.
Finally, I would appreciate prayers for safe travel and
effective service while we are away!
Thank you, Abby Mettler

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit!
Health Concerns – Joyce Rogers, Lindsey Dubs, Quinn Mohling,
Sean Rubino, Tiny Gohring & Steve Deneke. Phyllis Comes Flying,
Kiya & son & Weldon. Beverly Sorensen, Dale Leischner, Olivia Jo
Munce, Gloria Fastnacht, Don & Dawn Novak, David Grieve,
Henrietta Doering, Drake Rounds, Heath Huberg, Leslie
Vinderslev, G. Ann Cline, Annie Holset, Dave VonEye, Larry
Myers, Marilyn Larson & Christi Swenson.
Cancer Fight – Barb Horsley, Louise Schaller, Nan White, Craig
Leslie, Denice Hein, Jerry Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil Deneke,
Calvin Hinrichs, Jackie Johnson & Sonnie Schimke.
Nursing Home – Dorothy Powell, Melvin Schorzman, Don Kraft,
Bessie Kruse, & Allen Rasmussen. All who are cared for in nursing
homes around the world and their care givers.
Other Concerns – Bill Rimpo, Irene Olson, Betty Hines & family,
Sid & Amanda Dreyer & family. Jesse & Shawn Block, the
Huberg/Salmen family and Becky Leslie. Mitch & Sonja Kraft
(Nepal), our compassion child Miguel and our local Mission
Team!
Pray for God to be at work in our lives as we reach out in our
community and beyond!
Blessings & Thanks – Wonderful Christmas Eve service. Looking
forward to the New Year.

Pastor Zach Kingery:
zach.kingery@gmail.com
Office 605.539-1567
Cell 605.838-6303
Secretary, Laura Kieser: genevieve@venturecomm.net
House 605.539-1941
Cell 605.999-0084

We hope you are all doing well and that you are having a happy holiday
season! Isaiah 7:14, "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: the
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call Him Emmanuel."
We hope you are all doing well and that you are having a happy holiday
season! Isaiah 7:14, "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: the
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call Him Emmanuel."
We have been doing well and are enjoying the Christmas season. In
October, we had the amazing opportunity to go to Cambodia and encourage
two of our friends who were living there. It was a great time of
encouragement for us as well to see some familiar faces and spend good
quality time with them. We've attached a photo from our visit to Angkor
Wat while we were there.

It is hard to believe that we have just over a month left in Nepal. We are sad
that our time here seems to be wrapping up so quickly. Mitch has three
weeks left of work, then will take one week off to go on a trek with some
men from Campus Ventures in Spearfish, to see the Himalayas up close and
invest in some of the local villages. Then he will have the last week before
we leave off of work to get everything wrapped up. He is staying busy
finishing up the projects he has at work and making the most of the time he
has left. We are still continuing to meet with our disciples. We want to leave
them well equipped so that they can disciple others after we leave.
As our time to leave draws closer, some of our friends have expressed what
our friendship these past two years has meant to them. It is encouraging to
be reminded of how God has been using us during this time. One of Sonja's
disciples recently said, "Thank you so much for always being there." One of
Mitch's friends said to Sonja the other day that, "Mitch is a great man." A
friend of Sonja's from work said, "I don't want you to leave. You care for me

like no one else does." A co-worker said to Mitch, "Before you leave I want
you to coach me in how to be so energetic and encouraging to others." A
family that we are friends with told us recently, "You have become a part of
our family."
We are sad for what we will be leaving here in Nepal, but we are excited for
what is coming in the U.S. One of the main things is our baby! � The baby is
developing well and Sonja is feeling much better in the second trimester.
We also have our doctor lined up for once we get back to South Dakota, so
that's nice to have that taken care of already.
We are also excited for our new jobs. Each day Mitch gets more excited for
the sports ministry he will be involved in with Campus Ventures. One of his
favorite parts of being in Nepal has been investing in young men, so he is
very excited to get to do this full-time at BHSU. Since he was a college
athlete, he feels that will help him to be able to connect well with the
athletes on campus. Sonja is also getting excited about her new role as a
full-time mom. She hopes to continue to invest in young women as well,
most likely during baby nap times .
Once we arrive back in the U.S. we will spend some time visiting our families
and will then complete a debriefing program through the same organization
that did our training before we left for Nepal. This will help us transition
back into U.S. culture after being gone for a few years. We have attached a
document if you would like to know more about the debriefing and why it is
important. The debriefing will cost us $2,000. If you would like to help out
with our debriefing or moving costs, or make a general end of the year
donation, we would greatly appreciate it.
You can donate online at https://campusventures.org/donate/ or mail a
check payable to:
FCD (Foundation for Christian Discipleship)
810 N. Main St., #299
Spearfish, SD 57783
With either option, please include a note that it is for Mitch & Sonja Kraft.
You can send these gifts in at any time, but if you would like it to be an end
of the year donation, make sure that it is post-marked before December
31st.
With Mitch's new job, we will still be on support as we are now. The money
will still be handled through the FCD office. If you are a current financial
supporter, nothing will change unless you have made a request through the
office. With moving back to the U.S. and having a baby, our financial needs

have increased. So if you are not currently a financial supporter, or know of
anyone who might be interested in supporting us, we would love to talk to
you (or them) about how to make that happen. If you are a current financial
supporter, we will be contacting you all individually to check in to see if
you'd like to keep supporting us as well as to see if you would be interesting
in increasing your financial support. This will also be a time for us to check in
with you to see if you have any more questions about this transition. We
greatly appreciate all of the encouragement, prayer, and financial support
you have all given us during our time here. We wouldn't be able to do what
we do without all of you. We thank God for you often.
We look forward to seeing many of you in the coming months! There will be
many joyous reunions for sure!
Prayer requests:
- That we would wrap up our time here well and finish everything that we
need to
- That we would be able to say good good-byes to our friends here
- Safe travels for Mitch's trek and back to the U.S.
- A smooth transition back to the U.S.
Please let us know how we can be praying for you. We love to hear from
you all.
Blessings, Mitch & Sonja

Just a quick note from the Finance Chair
If you’ve been thinking about a gift for your church before
the end of the year, now would be a good time. Though we are
paying the bills, the coffers are empty at this time and in order
to stay solvent, your giving at this time would be a pretty great
Christmas miracle! In all seriousness, in order for this church to
remain as a part of you and to remain here as the place for
folks to find and get acquainted to our Lord and Savior, Jesus,
your support would be grand.
Consider what God has given you. Your support here will
show Him, just a bit of that support that He has given you, and
me. God Bless and remember, He is most definitely, the reason
of this glorious season!
Your Finance Chair, Hub Kieser
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Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Pastor Zach Kingery
605.838.6303

WSUMC Website
www.springsumc.com

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Wed
2
P – Alpena
O - CYG @ OSL
6:30 – 8 pm

Thu
3
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
B = Alisha Luymes

Fri
4
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

Sat

10
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
B = Shelley Fuerst

11
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

12

5

6
O – 10:30 am Fellowship
11 am - Church Service
Pot-Luck after service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
Prayer Group
13
O – 9:30 am Choir
10:30 am Fellowship
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
Prayer Group

7
P – Day Off

8
P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am

9
P – Alpena
O - CYG @ OSL
6:30 – 8 pm
B = Randy Willman

14
P – Day Off

15
P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am

16
17
P – Alpena
P – Office Hours
O - CYG @ OSL
9 am – 12 pm
6:30 – 8 pm
P – Ministerial Assoc.
10 – 11 am
P & O – Ad Council
WS UMC Chapel 8 pm

18
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

19
B = Melvin Schorzmann
B = Ryder Schweitzer

20
O – 9:30 am Choir
10:30 am Fellowship
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
Prayer Group
27
O – 9:30 am Choir
10:30 am Fellowship
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
Prayer Group

21
22
P – Day Off
P & O – Bible Study @
A = Greg & Twila Vavra the Manor 10 am
B = Jason Weber

23
P – Alpena
O - CYG @ OSL
6:30 – 8 pm

24
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

25
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

26

28
P – Day Off

30
P – Alpena
O - CYG @ OSL
6:30 – 8 pm

31
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm

Key

29
P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am

A = Anniversary B = Birthday
P = Pastor
O = Other
Newsletter
Articles, photos & events due the 20th of month!
AWANA @ Immanuel Baptist Church
Supper 5:30pm with Lessons from 6 – 7:30

Wessington Springs United Methodist Church

Administrative Council / December 5, 2018

I. Devotions – Pastor read Psalm 72:1-11.
II. Call to order Gerald Kraft called the meeting to order with Randy & Gretchen Burnison, Hub & Laura
Kieser, Kirk & Lynda Luymes, Sandy Wenzel and Pastor Zach present. Lila Hoffman joined us during the
Finance Chair report.
III. Secretary Minutes – A correction of one word on the Trustee report was made. A motion to approve the
Sept. 20th minutes was made. M/ S (Randy / Kirk) Motion carried
IV. Finance Report – Since Lila was expected to be late Hub began his report which launched a rather
important conversation about our finance challenges. No solutions, but some good suggestions for
improving the situation.
V. Treasurer Report - A motion was made to approve the Treasurer report. M/ S (Sandy / Kirk) Motion
carried
VI. Committee Reports
a. PPR – Conference reports were done online and compensation forms completed. Pastor Zach is staying!
b. Lay-Leader – The church is decorated for Christmas with a good turnout of volunteers to help.
c. Trustees – A bill will be forth coming for repairs in the sanctuary. We have been blessed with a donor who
wishes to pay for the repairs plus one projector. Pastor shared that he has had several people asking about cost
as they also wish to provide funding for the projects.
- Dick Powell is working on refinishing the Chapel floor. A furniture moving and clean up session was
scheduled for Sat. at 4 pm.
- Thank you to Kirk, Lynda and Dick for all the hard work!
- Two other issues were discussed: Plumbing issue in the parsonage and the need to have our fire extinguishers
checked & recertified as they are out dated.
d. Membership – 93 Full, 48 Constituents and 12 Preparatory = 153 Total Members.
e. Worship – Screens are installed and in full use for hymns and sermon
- Jan, Lisa, and the choir are to be commended for the powerful presence they bring to the service each week.
- Praise Band has been fairly consistent in playing for the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month and have moved
from just special music into leading the congregation in hymns.
- Christmas Eve Service is planned for Dec. 24th at 5PM. Pastor ordered mailers to go out to residential
addresses in our area. He received a promotional of $400 off. Around 750 mailers are going out at a cost of $85
after the promo.
f. Education – Gerald and Jessica continue to offer kids church. Good material is available when needed.
g. Outreach / Action Teams – The Dec. 3rd project: Rake the Town, was canceled due to rain.
- On Nov. 8 the Missions Group travelled to Ft. Thompson and installed shelving units in Phyllis’s basement
and stocked the shelves with donations: blankets, shoes, diapers, clothes, jackets, etc.
- Several people assisted in filling boxes for the Shoe Box Mission. When Randy delivered them, they were
well received with extra funding to allow the elders to purchase items of need closer to Christmas.
h. United Youth Group – Started in Oct. UMC has been leading the program in Nov thru December. Great
feedback from students & parents at the messages we are bringing. UMC will be responsible for serving food
for the month of February.
i. Historian – Great program on Nov. 4th. Thanks to those who helped Gretchen! The card ministry continues as
well.
j. Pastor – Completed a sermon series on church membership with a Membership Sunday on Oct. 7th. We
invited 2 new members into the congregation and had a number of members reaffirm their membership vows.
- Oct. 14 we had a combined service with UPA. Then Charge Conference that evening.
- I have joined the Blue Bag program board and am now the president of the Jerauld Co Ministerial Association,
and worked with the Food Pantry board in giving out Holiday baskets.
- I continue with Bible Study at Weskota Manor on Tuesdays at 10AM. Usually 6-10 in attendance.

Since our last meeting I have officiated 1 wedding, and participated in 3 funerals: Jill Classen, Cindy Rimpo,
Ray Symes.
- I participated in the Community Choir Concert as the narrator and was able to present the Gospel at a
community event.
- My family and I took 5 days of vacation from Nov. 26 - Dec. 1.
VII. Old Business – None at this time
VIII. New Business
- Abby Mettler is planning a Mission trip to Guatemala but more details are needed in order for Ad Council
to consider providing monetary support.
- Randy has made many trips to Tree of Life and has requested reimbursement of travel expenses using the
Camps & Conferences funding source. A motion was made to request 700.00 from the Camps and
Conferences funding source in order to reimburse Randy for his travel expenses. M/S (Sandy / Kirk) Motion
carried.
VIII. Adjournment - A motion was made to adjourn. M (Lynda / Sandy) Adjourned.
Laura Kieser, Secretary
Next Ad Council meeting – January 16th, 2018 / 8 pm / WSUMC Chapel

Wessington Springs United Methodist Church
December 9, 2018

Special Administrative Council Meeting

I. A special meeting was called to order with Gerald Kraft, Randy & Gretchen Burnison, Hub & Laura
Kieser, Kirk & Lynda Luymes, Sandy Wenzel, Jan Krohmer, Lisa Edwards and Pastor Zach present.
II. Business brought forth – Abby provided information regarding her trip to Guatemala through Pastor Zach
(an article will be forthcoming in the Jan. Shepherds Herald). Ad Council discussed using money from the
Camps and Conference funding source to support her mission.
- Further conversation included funding for a couple other mission opportunities needing funding before the
end of the year, therefore the following motions were made to help our church family continue supporting
great mission work locally, regionally and nationally!
a. A motion was made to have Randy request $3,000.00 from the Camps and Conference fund. M/
S (Kirk / Sandy) Motion carried
b. A motion was made to use $1,000.00 of the above funding to support Abby on her mission to
Guatemala. M/ S (Jan / Sandy) Motion carried
i. Note: $700 of the $3,000 was spoken for at the Ad Council meeting for Tree of Life
travel.
c. $1,300.00 will be decided on through out the month as a few of the mission opportunities unfold.
III. Finance Discussion – The Undesignated Gift line item was discussed with ad council through a family
member sharing the desire for their donation to be used to help the church with general finances. A motion
was made to transfer all but $3,000.00 from the Undesignated Gift line item to the general fund for a
specific expense. (Hub / Sandy) Motion Carried
IV. Adjournment - A motion was made to adjourn. M (Lisa / Sandy) Adjourned.
Laura Kieser, Secretary

