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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Key
A – Anniversary
B – Birthday
P – Pastor
O – Other

3

4

O – 11:00 am Worship P – Day Off
Service w/In-vehicle
transmission available
& Sunday School
B – Alisha Luymes

10
O – 11:00 am Worship
Service w/In-vehicle
transmission available
& Sunday School
B – Shelley Fuerst

17

11
P – Day Off

6
P – Alpena

2

7
P – Office Hours

8
P – Office Hours

9

14
P – Office Hours

15
P – Office Hours

16

22
P – Office Hours

23

29
P – Office Hours

30

B – Randy Willman

O – United Youth Group
@ OSL

12
P – Office Hours

13
P – Alpena

O – United Youth Group B – Lisa Younie
@ OSL

18

O – 11:00 am Worship P – Day Off
Service w/In-vehicle
transmission available
& Sunday School

24

5
P – Office Hours

Happy New Year
May it be filled with
abundant Blessings!

Sat

25

O – 11:00 am Worship P – Day Off
Service w/In-vehicle
transmission available
& Sunday School

19
P – Office Hours

20
P – Alpena

21
P – Office Hours

B – Ryder Schweitzer

O – United Youth Group A – Greg & Twila Vavra
@ OSL
B – Jason Weber
O – Newsletter
Submissions due.

26
P – Office Hours

27
P – Alpena

28
P – Office Hours

O – United Youth Group B – Jean Ferguson
@ OSL

31
O – 11:00 am Worship
Service w/In-vehicle
transmission available
& Sunday School

If your Anniversary or Birthday are missing from our calendar we’re probably missing your overall contact information.
Please contact me so I can gather those details as we believe in including you in all aspects of our church family!
Laura Kieser, WS UMC Secretary

WSUMC Website: www.springsumc.com
Online Worship Services: SpringsUMC.com/Sermons
Facebook.com/WessingtonSpringsUMC

Pastor’s Report
The year 2020 has brought much opportunity to WSUMC!
September marked four years since I began serving as Pastor of
this congregation. In the first two years our average attendance
was 45 and it was primarily my two children in regular attendance
for the Sunday School age.
Throughout 2019 and beginning months of 2020 we witnessed an
increase in attendance and participation. A few highlights from
early 2020: baptism of an adult first time believer who stood
before you and publicly confessed her faith in Christ (Congrats
Kristi!)’ a regular service with 99 in attendance; and kids Sunday
School having 12-15 in regular attendance.
Please do not ignore the importance of what I just shared!
The marks of a healthy church are being able to answer yes to a
number of questions, including: Are teens and adults making
decisions for Christ? Is there an active children’s ministry? Are you
having an impact in the community?
A goal I have had as pastor called to rural ministry is to see 10% of
the population the church serves in attendance for regular
services. That milestone was reached with 99 present on Sunday,
February 23rd!
This concept is known as ‘tithing the town’ and is a mark of a rural
church making a Kingdom impact. I was able to stand before a
conference wide group of Methodist pastors, laity, and leadership
and share what God has done in meeting that first goal and I asked
for their prayers in our church reaching a second, new goal. I
believe in the Ephesians 3:20 benediction we say each week: “by
His power at work within us He is able to do far more than we
would ever dare to ask or even dream of.” This second goal is for
WSUMC to have an average yearly attendance of 10% of the
community’s population.
Had I proposed such a goal of having 96+ in average attendance
back in 2018 I am sure many would have laughed; even proposing
it now there might be some who doubt. Yet our God is an amazing
God. When talk of the pandemic hit the news in the US in March
our attendance dropped steadily from 85 to 68 to 30, even with no

cases in our county! So with faith and an FM transmitter we held
our first Drive In Service on March 29. Worship was led and the
message preached from the steps of the church with 37 cars
present which held 80 individuals waving, honking, praying, and
singing praises to God. Come Easter season we had the highest
numbers on Palm Sunday and Resurrection Sunday that I have
seen in my time with you, and the unfortunate summer season dip
in numbers was not as drastic as it has been in years past. Sharing
the Gospel with hope, excitement, and purpose makes a difference!
From the first Sunday of the year, January 05 to the Sunday before
I had to submit this report, December 13, our average attendance during the COVID-19 pandemic - was 80 people. That goal of having
96+ in average attendance doesn’t seem so crazy now, does it?!
This next year of 2021 needs to be a year of focus and building.
Back in September I challenged you to 100 days of praying a
Matthew 9:38 prayer - that God would send out workers into the
harvest.
Church family, the harvest is great and more workers are needed.
The teens of our community are severely underserved when it
comes to ministry and I feel the Holy Spirit prompting us to stand
in the gap.
We must also find a way to better serve our young families.
And these two needs also hinge on the need for a greater sense of
community in our church.
For that Christian community to be built up so we can better serve
and fulfill our mission as a church I need you and your ideas. I
want to support you in planning a church camping trip, or a hog
roast at your barn, and a service project in our community,
renovation project on a room in the church, mission trip to an area
in need, a day trip for our young families, a youth trip to a
Christian concert, etc.
I am excited for what our future holds as a church and I want to
spur on what God is calling you to try. Let us dream, adventure,
grow, and serve together - and trust that “God can do even more
than we ever dare to ask or even dream of.”
Pastor Zach Kingery

SPPRC
Chairman Randy Burnison, Julie Kaus, Lynda Luymes, and Gerald
Kraft
Another year has gone by but not without God serving are needs.
We have been blessed being able to keep Pastor Zach serving us
and giving us great sermons along with urging us to step out of are
comfort zone and serve the Lord with gladness. He came to the for
front when COVID hit with a plan to have drive-in church. It was a
hit with the community and all denominations attended. We still
have done missions even in the mix of COVID just a different way.
With COVID some things didn’t happen this year as planned. We
were just starting to gain attendance when it hit. We are praying
for everyone to return when it gets safer. WE all can’t wait for
what is in store for the New Year with Pastor Zach and family.
We are looking forward to the New Year to serve the Lord.
God’s Blessing, Randy Burnison, Chairman
Finance
What a difference a year can make! One year ago, before much
was known or reported about corona virus let alone the world
wide pandemic, this church was having its own little epidemic,
being constantly on the edge of budget shortages, kind of like a
little virus that won’t quite go away. That is not new news.
Through the ages, it seems the budget has always remained tight,
good times or bad. When towards the end of March, when the
word pandemic reared its ugly head and our world much like the
world around us was having an un-easy reaction to this new, old
word, pandemic, your church leadership was very concerned
about how finances would hold up and how we might survive such
an ominous looking future. 2019 ended with little reserves and
with the proposed merger with the UCC’ers of the community not
happening, just how might this church survive? How might we, the
UMC, continue to serve our community? With much trepidation,
temporary plans were made.
This church has been a leader in this community from the very
beginning. It was here “before” the community was really here and

through the next 138 years it has always been at the for-front of
the community, leading and helping the entire faith community of
Wessington Springs carry on. 2020, it would seem has been no
different in that respect. Drive-in church was the first experiment
of how to affect worship for our people. It soon became the mainstay of how our community would worship for much of the next
six months.
Believers of all faiths of our community partook of worship with
us. Even after we were all moved back into our respective houses
of worship, many still chose to worship with us, even if doing so
from their own autos. In spite of this retched virus, or maybe
because of it, this church is thriving. On a financial level, we are
some $11,000.00 better or to the good of where we were one ohso-long year ago. And there are still a few who chose to worship
with us from their autos yet today.
We must never become complacent and take our eye off the
object of our worship, nor should we relax our efforts to continue
to lead. Next year could find us behind the eight ball finance wise if
we do not do due diligence in our support and planning for the
future of our church. It has a mission to perform and always will
have. One way we continue to move our mission forward is by
being prayerful in our pledge of support for the coming year. With
the annual pledge drive only three weeks old, return of cards and
pledges has given to optimism by the finance committee and we
pray this rend may continue forth through the end of the year. It is
truly amazing what we can do for His kingdom when we all pledge
together for our service to His church.
Money is NOT what your giving to your church, His church, is all
about. There are many ways to serve our Lord and His faithful
through out the year. We need to keep an eye open towards those
opportunities to serve Him and our ears tuned to those callings
that are spoken so that we might not miss our many chances to
serve Him through things in His church and even through out His
community. Our God exists not only in our church building, but
rather through-out the world. Opportunities abound to serve.
On behalf of your finance committee, I thank one and all for
your overwhelming generosity through out this year of all years.

Let us all work towards 2021 being a hallmark to which all
following years may be judged. God Bless us, one and all and thank
you to all for supporting this United Methodist Church. Together
we will lead on into the future.
Hub Kieser, Finance Chair
Membership
The Membership Committee is Lynda Luymes and Sandy Wenzel.
Our Committee’s most important responsibility is keeping
membership records and status up to date through paper records
and computer entry. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Craft Fair
wasn’t held this year, therefore, WS UMC concessions weren’t
needed for that event. Our 2020 Graduates were recognized in the
June Newsletter: Austin Boomsma graduated from high school,
and Kylee Boomsma and Whitney Reider will both be graduating
from SDSU in December. Roger Cashman attained 50 year
membership status.
Submitted by Sandy Wenzel
Finance Secretary
Worship
Well, if you haven’t heard it enough today, you’ll hear it from me at
least one more time: “What a year this has been!!” There. I said it.
On we go…
We started out the year of 2020 with new goals from increased
attendance! We gained one new member on our committee, Lila
Hoffman; its great having another person’s input! The worship
service, choir, Praise Band, communion and church indoor and
outdoor appearance were going great, and we were looking
forward to Lent and Easter. Then—WHAM!—the Corona virus hit
and we were in shock trying desperately to come up with a plan.
Then Pastor Zach, with his quick thinking and unlimited ideas, had
the idea of doing outdoor or “Drive In” church.
The first Drive In service was on March 29th, here at the church.
Worship music and the sermon were delivered on the south steps
of the main entrance to the church and broadcast to vehicles via an

FM transmitter. Palm Sunday and Easter service were then held at
the Elementary school in the east parking lot, led off of the south
east stairs to the gym. Palm Sunday and Easter both had the
highest numbers we’ve experienced in quite a few years. Outdoor
services were well attended by all denominations in WS and
beyond. Personally, it was a wonderful sight to see, all the cars and
vans and pickups and even tractors!
The first few weeks also included a car caravan through Main
Street with much honking and waving - it was wonderful to see
everyone’s faces for this very different time of greeting and
‘passing the peace.’
The Drive-in Service then moved to Total Oil on April 19th, and
was held there through November 12th, with a time change from
11AM to 10:15AM in the summer. We want to thank Kirk & Lynda
Luymes for the use of their building, trailers, and also for leading
worship with guitar and vocals for the majority of the services.
Continued Thank Yous in leading worship to: Pastor Zach, Jeff and
Laura Kieser, Rod Huisman, Diane Fastnacht, Lila Hoffman, and
Lisa Edwards. And even more Thank Yous to Jan Krohmer for the
use of her electronic keyboard, and ushers Randy Burnison, Neal
Doering, Eric Schroeder and Jeff Kieser. We are probably missing
some so Thank You to all who helped make it possible to gather in
worship in the midst of a pandemic!
From a personal standpoint I (Lisa) *loved* outdoor church. It
reminded me of when I was a little kid and the Semper Fidelis
Sunday School class would go camping overnight at Rose Hill, and
we’d have worship on Sunday morning before everyone took off
for home, or the outdoor services for Ecumenical worship for 4th of
July or Bicentennials or what have you. There is a different feeling
when you worship outside in the gift of nature that God has
provided for us. Oh well, enough of my personal thoughts… but
thank you to EVERYONE who attended!
As of November 19th, the Drive In service was moved to the south
side of the church building with the service time reverting from
10:15AM back to 11AM. Since 11/19 we continue to utilize the FM
transmitter to broadcast the indoor service for those who prefer to
remain in vehicle.

Our indoor service resumed at 11AM the second Sunday of July,
07/12. Pastor Zach had been recording an online service which he
posted to the church website and Facebook page each Sunday
since March 29th, so with an in building service there were 3
options for everyone: indoor, outdoor, or online. On September
9th Pastor Zach switched from a prerecorded message to
livestreaming the in building service using his mobile phone. The
sound board was upgraded to a digital board, the Behringer x32
compact. Currently Kirk, Zach, and Branden Flowers are looking
into upgrading the livestream service with a better camera and
integrating the soundboard in the livestream for improved sound.
Thank you to all involved in this endeavor. It is a joy to offer this
option and be able to include those in the worship service who
might not otherwise be able to attend. Alma Mohling, who turned
101 on Dec. 10, 2020, stated “I can use my computer and it's like I
am right there in the pew.”
Concerning the in building service during the pandemic: as of now
masks are encouraged but not required, and social distancing is
used by roping off pews. The choir is not singing yet and we have
enjoyed a few special numbers by Diane Winter before she and
Darrell left for Arizona.
The Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is planned for December
24th at 5:00 p.m. with all three attendance options available: in
building, in vehicle, and online.
We have had 2 Baptisms this fall and welcome these 2 perfect little
bodies to our church family!! Very exciting! We now have a
nursery available during the service, if you so desire, for ages 0-4.
We do, however, LOVE to hear those little voices during the church
service!! It means there is life in this building!!
We are anxious to get the Choir and Praise Band going again, as
soon as this virus starts slowing down and vaccines become
available. We are always willing to try new things, as well.
As always, we encourage feedback, and we still would like to see
some new faces on our committee!! Hymn leaders, readers,
nursery personnel, learning to run the new sound system, singers
for Choir, helping with Communion and church/grounds
decorating are always needed. Please see Pastor Zach, Jan, Lila or

myself if this interests you—the more the merrier!! We pray for a
better year in 2021, and also that we all stay safe, healthy, and
compassionate toward our fellow man.
We are so grateful for Pastor Zach, Jessica and Syrus, Etta and
Jameson and all that they do for our church! We thank God for
sending you all to us.
Joyfully Submitted,
Jan Krohmer, Lila Hoffman, Lisa Edwards
Trustees
The ceiling lights in Wesley Hall were replaced as well as in the
Sunday school room.
A new sound system was installed and components are still being
added to accommodate and enhance the online worship services.
A storage shed was moved onto the parsonage yard behind the
garage for additional storage for the Kingery’s.
Sewer pipes were replaced in the basement of the parsonage.
Volunteers painted the elevator entrance this fall.
Concrete has been completed for the handicap accessible ramp
and both sets of steps at the main entrance of the church. The
railing should be completed by the end of the year. A new sign for
the church lawn is also in the works.
Donations are being accepted for bell tower repairs which include
new entrance doors, storm windows, repair and refinishing of the
arches, new support beams under the bell, and resealing the spray
foam roof. Sections of sidewalk on the south side of the church
need replaced as well as the gutters.
Respectfully Submitted,
Kirk Luymes, Trustees President
Acts 20:28 “Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the
flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care
for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.”

Education Report
Committee Members: Pastor Zach, Jessica Kingery, Gerald Kraft
Kids Sunday School
Utilizing a flexible and adaptive curriculum called New City
Catechism we offer Sunday School for children age 4 thru 6th
grade.
In January we had a combined attendance of 37 kids for Sunday
School, and February was about the same with 38. In March we
started practicing for the Easter program we had planned to
perform. We practiced for the first four Sundays in March, but then
COVID happened. On the 22nd we had drastically lower
attendance and made the decision to put practices on pause. We
hoped to resume practices and perform the Easter program, but of
course the pandemic had other plans.
When returning to in-building worship we did not see much of a
return of our Sunday School age kids. We still kicked off Sunday
School the first Sunday of November but have recently only had it
as needed when children are present. We have taught a lesson 4
times since November 8th, with November's total attendance
number at 10. December 6th we had 5, and on the 13th we started
practicing for the Christmas Eve Program. We are hoping to offer a
simple Christmas story skit with the children and spread some
smiles.
We are looking forward to the start of the New Year and excited to
resume regular Sunday School activities.
Vacation Bible School
There was no VBS in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. WSUMC
is in charge of VBS for 2021. We need someone to coordinate and
plan this great event and ministry. Please contact Pastor Zach if
you would like to help lead, plan, or even just volunteer.
Community Youth Group
The Community Youth Group is held on Wednesdays weekly
during the School year and is made up of the Protestant churches
in Wessington Springs. Church leadership leads the program on a
rotational basis, with the churches preparing and serving the
weekly meal. Our Savior’s Lutheran hosts the weekly gathering.

Over the years CYG has seen fluctuations in attendance but 2019,
and so far in 2020, there has been a steady decrease and lack of
attendance with an estimated average of 12-14 students - nearly
half of the previous couple years. UMC is in charge of the program
and food each Wednesday in January 2021.
Adult Bible Study
A seven week study “Truth Plus Love” was held on Saturday and
Sunday morning starting February 29 with the last two sessions
transitioning to Zoom meetings due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. No
further Bible Studies or small group meetings were scheduled for
the rest of 2020.
Looking Forward
While no one can predict what 2021 will bring we feel it is going to
be a year of trying new things. “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it
springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the
wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” Isaiah 43:19
With enough volunteers we would love to be able to offer Adult,
Teen, and Children Sunday School before the service as well as
have an optional children’s activity time downstairs during part of
the worship service. We feel it is something that the Spiritual
health and life of our congregation needs right now. We are also
hoping to be able to plan some 2-3 day marriage and parenting
seminars.
Submitted by Pastor Zach Kingery
Historian
We celebrated Aldersgate Sunday by printing two articles about
WSUMC in 1970 because of the Covid 19 Pandemic. We would
have had the celebration in the church building but due to holding
services in the parking lot of Total Oil where people from all
denominations met, we chose to print these articles in the
newsletters. The archives presented many bits of information and
Jeff (Hub) Kieser and Mrs. Gladys Kieser were invaluable
resources.
Interest in the time capsules has surfaced as the new ramp has
been built. Kirk Luymes found the two capsules and has returned

them to their corner. The editor of the True Dakotan Christi Hine,
printed an article concerning this in the December 2, 2020 edition.
For purposes of clarity I have been putting proper labels on the
archival boxes in the large safe in the nursery. Jeff Kieser, Laura
Kieser and my self purged one box that contained receipts from
many years ago.
By Gretchen Burnison, Historian
Phyllis Comes Flying News
“December 14, 2020
Pastor Zach and congregation of the WSUMC, thank you very much
for all your prayers and kind deeds. Death hit our family so hard
in the last five months; we lost three family members with lots of
heartaches and tears shed, so sad. We’re having a blue Christmas,
but I pray the days will get brighter and better for us. Thank you
all, stay well and warm. God Bless you all!
Our love and prayers,
Phyllis”
Phyllis’s brother-in-law (Hattie’s husband), Wally, died at
Thanksgiving. His obituary is included in this newsletter.
Tammy talked to Phyllis on December 19th. Phyllis and family
have almost finished cleaning out her sister Hattie’s house. Lynn,
Hattie’s oldest daughter has taken residence in the house along
with Hattie’s grandchildren. Lynn decorated the house for
Christmas so Phyllis is thankful to look out her window at the
lighted home once again. Phyllis said they are still in need of
warm blankets for the elderly and homeless as well as other
residents of Ft. Thompson. Coats and boots in all sizes are needed,
too. Items may be left at the church or Mettler’s Locker. Phyllis
sends her love to all of you.
Tammy Mettler

Mitch & Sonja Kraft
We hope this newsletter finds you all healthy and enjoying the joy of the
holiday season. I know this Christmas will look different for many of us, and
our prayer for you is that the difference will help the meaning of Christ
coming to earth more meaningful and precious. The last 2 months have
flown by between Arbin’s activity and learning to communicate better, to
trips to support students, and meeting with students.
This month I was reminded about the importance of being available. I sit
at the tables in the Young Center for a couple of hours a few times a week
to be available to students who need to talk or are waiting to chat with their
coaches. At one of these table sittings, I was able to connect with a student
that I had made contact with last year. This student was trying to meet with
her coach but recognized me and stopped at my table. I asked her to sit
down while she waited for her coach. As I put away what I was working on I
asked her about life and school. She opened up about a fatal car accident
that her friend was in the day before. She then continues to tell me how she
was invited to be in the car 30 minutes before the accident. I told her that
Sonja and I are available to chat and that we have some experience grieving
the loss of young friends. I was also able to encourage her that she must be
alive for some reason and that God was not done with her here on earth.
She has since been to bible study for the last 5 weeks and reached out to
Sonja for discipleship! We are excited for her to grow in the faith and she is
already reaching out to her roommate by inviting her to Bible study. Her
roommate is the first contact I have had with the volleyball team. Another
prayer that God has answered recently!
This year has been a crazy year for sports. Football had over half their
short season canceled and cross country had only 2 meets. One of these
was the RMAC Conference meet. We had some friends in Colorado Springs,
where conference was held, so we surprised the cross country teams at the
meet. The students were excited to see us especially the ones that come to
our bible study. The teams ran well and placed about where they thought
they would.
Thank you all for praying for us and the students we would meet this
year. Here are some other quick highlights from the last 2 months of school
and are possible because of your prayers and support.

- We were able to stay in person on campus until Thanksgiving. This was a
welcome surprise to us and allowed us to connect with so many students in
meaningful ways.
- Another student on the cross country team is returning to his pursuit of
Jesus. He realized too much of his faith was connected to his friend’s faith,
and he wants more ownership of it. I have met with him a couple of times to
help get him back on track.
- We have several students that have applied to overseas mission trips this
summer. Prayers for these trips to happen and that all the details will fall
into place.
Family Update:
We had a lot of fun these past 2 months enjoying the students and
outdoors. Arbin and Sonja get to take walks to the dog park almost daily.
This is so much fun for Arbin as he loves looking at dogs but is not too sure
about petting them or getting licked by them.  We are pretty sure Arbin
will think 2020 is the best year ever as COVID has created a lot of quality
family time. We were able to avoid COVID until November. We all caught it
at the same time which was a blessing as that meant a shorter quarantine
time. Our cases were mild, only feeling sick for a couple days and tired for a
few more. Arbin learned some new skills during the quarantine which he
was excited to show off for his parents.
Praises:
1. Students are taking risks for the kingdom by applying for summer mission
trips.
2. New male students are interested in our leadership team next semester.
Currently we have only one male student on the team. We are excited to
possibly be adding a few more shortly.
3. Our cases of COVID were mild allowing for a quick recovery. Also, for the
many friends, family, and students that offered to help and helped us in the
quarantine period.
Prayers:
1. Some of our students are ready to take what they have been learning and
invest that into their fellow students. Prayers that they would be able to
find faithful men and women to invest their lives into while at college and
beyond.
2. The uncertainty of what the winter semester will look like with the rise of
COVID cases. We may have new restrictions on organizational meetings or

nothing may change. Prayers for wisdom on how to minister to students in
the ever-changing rules.
Thanks again for all your prayers and support. We love sharing these
stories with you as we partner to see lives changed by the Gospel and
discipleship. Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Blessings, Mitch, Sonja, and Arbin
There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit
Health Concerns – Joyce Rogers, Duke Wenzel, Bev Salmen,
David Arnott, Phyllis Arhart, Tony Willman, Brian VanBuren,
Cecile Knight, Lindsey Dubs, Steve & Marcia Deneke and Quinn
Mohling. Olivia Jo Munce, Drake Rounds, Ann Cline, Annie
Holset, Marilyn Larson & Christi Swenson.
Cancer Fight – Jay Kannenberg, Kaydance Horsley, Cindy
Lutter, Amber Kolousek, Pauline Kaus, Cory Hainy, Brian Canca,
Jared Jost, Sean Rubino, Louise Schaller, Denice Hein, Jerry
Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil Deneke and Sonnie Schimke.
Nursing Home – Joyce Beckman, Dorothy Powell and Bessie
Kruse.
Other Concerns
For the families of Karmon Fitzgerald and Audrey Schimke.
All who are cared for in nursing homes around the world!
Those caring for loved ones who are being treated for an illness
that creates challenges and limitations for the individual to
function normally in their lives.
Pray for healing and hope for the friends and families of those
lost due to COVID as they celebrate their loved ones lives!
For our compassion child Miguel and his brother Rafael.
For those working in Missions; Mitch & Sonja Kraft and Zac
Paulson.
Pastor Zach Kingery
Cell 605.838.6303

zach.kingery@gmail.com
Office 605.539-1567

Laura Kieser, Secretary
genevieve@venturecomm.net
Home 605.539-1941 Cell 605.999-0084

