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Wessington Springs
United Methodist Church
“We will nurture each other and spread the
Spirit of Christian love to all”.
Our mission statement
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Sun

Mon

Tue

WSUMC Website
www.springsumc.com

5
O – 11 am Drive-in
Church Service @
Total Construction
south parking lot.

6
P – Day Off

12
O – 10:15 am Drive-in
Church Service @
Total Construction
south parking lot.
O – 11:00 am Worship
Service @ WS UMC
19
O – 10:15 am Drive-in
Church Service @
Total Construction
south parking lot.
O – 11:00 am Worship
Service @ WS UMC

13
P – Day Off

7
P – Office Hours

Thu

1
P – Alpena

2
P – Office Hours

B – Dorothy Powell

B – Jeff Kieser
B – Etta Kingery

8
P – Alpena

9
P – Office Hours

A – Randy & Gretchen
Burnison
B – Verle Hoffman
B – Dawn Novak

A – Jeff & Mary Reider

20
P – Day Off
P & O – Newsletter
articles, photos
and etc… due to
secretary

Wed

14
P – Office Hours

21
P – Office Hours

Fri

Sat

3
P – Office Hours

4

10
P – Office Hours

11

B – Joanne Hein

B – Lindsey Dubs

15
P – Alpena

16
P – Office Hours

17
P – Office Hours

B – Elton Kaus

B – Jase Kraft

A – Fred & Jan Krohmer

22
P – Alpena

23
P – Office Hours

24
P – Office Hours

18

B – Deb Doering

25

O – Bridal Shower
Mindy Kraft 10:00am
Chapel

B – Jay Ball

26
27
28
O – 10:15 am Drive-in P – Day Off
P – Office Hours
Church Service @ B – Gretchen Burnison
Total Construction
south parking lot.
O – 11:00 am Worship
Service @ WS UMC

29
P – Alpena

Online Worship Services: SpringsUMC.com/Sermons

30
P – Office Hours

31
P – Office Hours

Key
A – Anniversary
B – Birthday
P – Pastor
O – Other

Facebook.com/WessingtonSpringsUMC

From the Desk of Pastor Zach
Because of Covid-19, we are living during a time of communal deprivation. God may use this season
as a wake-up call for us to appreciate the benefits we routinely take for granted. I’ll name just a few
things that many of you may have gone a few months without: Eating at a restaurant filled with your
neighbors and friends, enjoying a live performance, worshipping in church, even something as simple
as shaking hands with someone.
We have been deprived of so many daily blessings resulting in discomfort and if we are not careful
we might allow this time to rob us of joy.
As always, I want to point you to the Bible for encouragement and hope. The Apostle Paul writes his
letter to the Philippians from a prison cell in Rome. Due to his imprisonment he is unable to physically
go out and share the Gospel, to plant churches, or stand face to face with another believer to
encourage them in their faith. After he became a Christian these are the things his life centered
around. Yet, even being deprived of his ‘normal’ he pens a letter of appreciation and joy to the
church. Paul says, “I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be
in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and
every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do all this through
Christ who gives me strength.” (Philippians 4:11-13)
Paul discovered an important part of the Christian life: contentment in all circumstances. Joy no
matter what the day provides or prevents. Is that something you are longing for in your life? The key
to Paul experiencing this is the nature of his relationship with Jesus. Paul has given Christ
everything, so to him Christ is everything. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Paul learns
contentment in times of uncertainty, appreciation in times of deprivation and strength in times of
suffering.
What everyday blessings have you missed since Covid-19 hit? What were you taking for granted
prior to this season of separation? In a spirit of humble gratitude, name them one by one before God.
Give God thanks for the overlooked daily blessings in your life. Prepare your heart for a future time
and receive them with greater appreciation than you ever had. Our enjoyment will be all the sweeter
when these small blessings resume.

Gifts, Tithes, and Offerings
Thank you for your faithful giving and support of the church and our ministry to Wessington
Springs and beyond. Your generosity allows us to advance God’s Kingdom and be a
blessing to our community. Without you the church cannot be, because together WE are the
church!
Here are some of the current ways to give:
 Drop an envelope in the ‘mailbox’ we will have set up at Drive-In church.
(If giving cash at Drive-In church or through the mail please have it in an envelope
with your name on it so it can be sure to include it on a giving statement for your tax
purposes.)
 Have your bank set up recurring giving through billpay which automatically transfers
the money from your account to the church account (If you bank with American Bank
& Trust they have a form to fill out that can quickly and easily be set up).
 Mail in your tithe to WSUMC PO Box 396 Wessington Springs SD 57382

Please help care for the church lawn!
A sign up sheet is located on a table in the upstairs
fellowship area or contact Lynda Luymes @ 350-1628
or Randy Burnison @ 350-6978 if you wish to pay
someone to do the work for you so they can give you
details of what needs to be done. Blessings & Thanks
for your prayerful consideration!

Pastor Zach Kingery Cell 605.838.6303 Office 605.539-1567 zach.kingery@gmail.com

Secretary, Laura Kieser – 605.999-0084

genevieve@venturecomm.net

Wessington Springs United Methodist Church
Administrative Council / May 27, 2020
I. Devotions – Gerald opened with prayer.
II. Call to order Gerald Kraft called the meeting to order with Randy & Gretchen Burnison, Hub &
Laura Kieser, Lynda & Kirk Luymes, Sandy Wenzel, Lila Hoffman, Jan Krohmer, Lisa Edwards and
Pastor Zach present.
III. Secretary Minutes – A motion was made to approve the March 18th Ad Council Minutes and the
March 23rd Special Meeting Minutes. M/ S (Hub / Lynda) Motion carried
IV. Treasurer Report – A motion was made to approve the Treasurer report. M/ S (Laura / Kirk) Motion
carried
V. Finance Report – Receipt and use of the Paycheck Protection Program (Government stimulus due
to CODVID) was discussed with appreciation annotated for Blake Willman at American Bank and
Trust for his help in the process. Note that we did meet the requirements to turn the loan into a
grant! Thankful that even with the drive-in church the giving hasn’t really changed.
VI. Committee Reports
a. PPR – Thankful for Pastor; drive-in church. Pastor will send a mid-year assessment to Randy that he
received.
b. Lay-Leader – Lawn mowing sign up is coming along, but there are still months available. Jessica is
doing special cleaning projects of the church. We’ll need to make plans for preparing the facility for
reopening by either having a work day or a list of needs to complete available. Plus, the annual
“spring cleaning” will need to be done. This will include sanitizing the toys in the nursery and the need
to haul some things to the dump.
- Lynda provided an article for the newsletter for our graduates.
c. Trustees – The new sound system has been ordered; looking at adding equipment for live
streaming too. Other items on docket that Kirk continues to move forward as he can are; the
handicap ramp, lighting in the kindergarten room and upgrading the parsonage garage. We are still
waiting on news regarding the grant application for the bell tower.
d. Worship – Hearing good things about drive-in church and wondering what will take place this
summer.
e. Membership – 99 Full with the loss of LaVonne Beckman, 46 Constituents and 13 Preparatory = 158
Total Members.
f. Education – COVID-19 pushed completion of Truth & Love Bible Study via Zoom and Zach has been
providing “Mid-week Connection via video on Facebook. All other education was cancelled. We
probably won’t be able to hold VBS either, but waiting to make the final decision.
g. Outreach – Tammy provided an article for the newsletter from Miguel.
h. Action Teams – Nothing to report at this time.
i. Community Youth Group – Nothing to report at this time.
j. Historian – Gretchen provided an article for the newsletter. Laura & Sandy updated the 50 + year
membership list included in the June newsletter.
k. Pastor – Pastor is providing a Mid-week Connection on Facebook.
- Drive-in Church: Bulletins are being uploaded and handed out at the service. There’s a learning
curve with the COVID process.
- Nathan Drake of Reawaken Hymns is leading worship songs for the online service. Online Sunday
worship service goes live at 11AM at facebook.com/WessingtonSpringsUMC/live or
SpringsUMC.com/Sermons
- Best way people can help is to connect with people and encourage them to call Zach.
Endeavoring to stay connected to people.
VII. Old Business
a. Rural Matters Conference ended up being online -vs- hands on.
b. Derby Races at church didn’t take place.
c. The Dakotas Annual Conference has been moved to the fall and the General Conference
will be in 2021.

VIII. New Business –
a. A motion was made to allow our treasurer to access the checking account online. M/ S
(Lynda / Lisa) Motion carried
Pastor handed out a Re-Entry Proposal that is unique to us, based on meetings held by Pastor with
local healthcare workers who are on the front lines with managing the COVID Pandemic. It is not and
end-all proposal, but open for discussion and consideration for adoption. It is a way to show people
we care! The Church Council will take the proposal home to study further so they can make an
informed decision on how to move forward. A motion was made to continue holding drive-in church
through June and for the council to meet on June 24 th at 8 pm to reassess the proposal. M/ S (Lisa /
Kirk) Motion carried
IX. Adjournment - A motion was made to adjourn. M (Randy / Zach) Adjourned.
Laura Kieser, Secretary
WS United Methodist Church

Special Administrative Council / June 24, 2020

I. Gerald opened with prayer.
II. Call to order Gerald Kraft called the special meeting to order with Randy Burnison, Hub & Laura
Kieser, Lynda Luymes, Sandy Wenzel, Lila Hoffman, Jan Krohmer, Lisa Edwards and Pastor Zach
present.
III. Discussion took place regarding how to proceed for the summer regarding COVID-19 and worship
service. A motion was made to continue holding drive-in church through August, but at 10:15 am so
that a modified worship service could be held in the church at 11 am, with a slow progression of
what takes place for transitioning back to the church in the future. M / S (Laura / Randy)
Further discussion ensued, but in the end Lynda called the question. Gerald asked for a show of
hands. (Five Yah’ s / One Nay) Motion carried
- The group agreed to let Pastor Zach put together a reentry committee.
IV. July meeting / review of reentry status - A motion was made to move the July Ad Council meeting
to the 29th. M (Lisa / Sandy) Motion Carried
V. Adjournment - A motion was made to adjourn. M (Jan / Sandy) Adjourned.
Laura Kieser, Secretary
Ad Council 2020
July 29th / September 16th / November 18th
8:00 pm in the “Fellowship” Chapel

Phyllis Comes Flying News
Phyllis’s grandson, Kason, will be moving out of Phyllis’s home and into a trailer house near
Stephan on the Crow Creek Reservation. Phyllis is requesting items for his new home. He has
a queen bed, microwave, TV, coffee pot, a few dishes and pots/pans, his clothes and blankets so
is in need of nearly everything. The trailer has 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms.
Beds are also needed in Ft. Thompson. Please contact Dennis or Tammy Mettler if someone
has a bed to give away.
We will be taking things to Phyllis at Ft. Thompson in the near future as she feels it is safe to
give things away again.

Phyllis said that Bernard’s foot is much better now as he can wear his cowboy boots. Phyllis
also stated that prayers are still needed for her sister, Hattie. She suffers from a lot of pain and
is still is on dialysis.
All the churches are still closed in Ft. Thompson except the Catholic Church which just opened.
Phyllis misses going to church and asks for prayers for her and her family. She also misses
seeing the folks from Wessington Springs.
Randy Burnison is hoping to arrange a semi load of food to be delivered to Phyllis. It will take
a crew of workers from our community to help her distribute the food. If this is something you
are interested in helping with, please let Tammy Mettler know.
Thank you for any help you can give to Phyllis and the people of Ft. Thompson.
Tammy Mettler

WS UMC Compassion Child Mission
Our funds for Miguel have been depleted. Usually during the summer months we bring
produce, eggs, etc. to church to give away for a donation which helps pay for Miguel’s
schooling and personal expenses. Items can still be brought to drive-in church to be
given away for a donation. If you wish to give a monetary donation to help with
Miguel’s expenses, you may leave money in the giving station or mail it to the United
Methodist Church. Please note on your donation that it is for Miguel.
Dennis and I have paid the remaining outstanding balance through May in honor of
Randy Burnison’s delicious rhubarb. Thank you Randy for sharing it with us!
Please remember to pray for Miguel and his family. He appreciates it so much!
Tammy Mettler

An update from our asking’s
at drive-in church…
$364.56 has been raised
thus far! We thank you and
pray for more as we continue
to support Miguel

Mitch & Sonja
Hi everyone, we hope that you are all doing well and are able to enjoy this new normal we have been in for a
while now. We would love to support you in any way we can right now so please don’t hesitate to call or email
us what we can do for you.
We serve a big and powerful God. I am continually impressed what can stop man made plans but what can’t
stop God’s plan. We wanted to share the exciting things God is doing even while we are socially distancing.
Here are some highlights:
1. Campus Ventures had a staff retreat over zoom this April. We were asked to share what God has done over
the year starting in August 2019 and ending in mid-April 2020. Without exception every story shared was
during the last month of quarantine! God is moving mightily in students and alumni. Several students that
were too busy to meet with staff during the school year found their schedules wide open. They then
decided to follow God’s prompting to fill their time with discipleship and community rather than binge
watching Netflix or Hulu.
2. I have been able to still disciple 3 of the 4 guys via phone calls and a few walks here and there. I have also
been able to start investing in another cross country runner. Since we talked a little while he was in school
this year, he felt comfortable enough to ask a biblical question of me during this COVID time. He has a heart
to see his teammates come to know Christ, but is a little timid and scared to express his beliefs. I am praying
that in the fall we can get him some training so that he is comfortable evangelizing and serving his team.
3. Another cross country runner who just graduated got to hear the Gospel just last week. Please pray for
Jordan as God is definitely moving in his life but because of fear of man and not fully understanding God’s
love, he is slow to investigate the answers he thinks he needs before committing to Jesus.
4. Lastly, with all the summer trips across the country canceled due to COVID, it seemed like the opportunity
to train students this summer was going to be lost. However, God had a different plan. 3 weeks ago Campus
Ventures teamed up with a global project led by CMT (Campus Ministry Today). This organization saw the
need to redeem the summer and so they organized speakers and materials that will take students deep into
Evangelism, Discipleship making, and Mission mobilization (EDM). We are excited that 11 students have
decided to participate in this training and come back to Spearfish for the summer. While CV is leaning
heavily on the materials provided by CMT we are also hosting real life skills classes such as cooking and
budgeting; as well as discipling students on how to share their faith in the workplace this summer. We are
super excited to see the students be challenged to be a part of God’s big story of reaching the nations with
the Good News.
We would like to try a special prayer project this summer with all of you. The athletic bible study that we led
last year compromised mainly of 3 sports. Football, Track, and Cross Country. This summer we are inviting you
all to pray for a specific 2-3 athletes on these teams once a week for June, July, and August. If you are
interested in participating in this prayer project please respond to this email or text or call me at 605-920-9245
to receive the names of athletes.
Praises:
1. Kendra, a new believer, is in our summer project in Spearfish. Pray that she would grow in her faith and
connect with our group well.
2. 1,767 students and staff from 15 countries are doing the global project this summer. Pray that this group
would be on fire to reach the world and their campuses this fall for Christ.
3. Arbin is doing well and growing so fast. Right now he loves playing in his wading pool, going on walks to the
dog park, and trying to chase our cat, Snickers around the house.

Left: Arbin during Drive-in
Church
Right: Meeting over Zoom
with students during COVID
quarantine

Prayer request:
1. For Nepal, due to strict stay at home orders and poverty, we were told about 2 weeks ago that more Nepalis
are dying from suicide than the COVID virus.
2. Prayers for hope and food distribution to return to Nepal.
3. Also prayers that the Gospel could be shared during this time. The Gospel is the answer to the fear,
hopelessness, and sin that plagues many while in isolation.
As you can see God is moving powerfully around the world and in Spearfish. We appreciate the prayers and
support that you guys give us. We could not be here without people like you and we are extremely grateful for
that.
The following church family members have moved and wish to share their address with you:
Terri Groves
200 East 15th Avenue Apt. 112
Mitchell SD 57301

Wayne Salmen
606 W. Cedar St.
Beresford, SD 57004

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit
Health Concerns – Wayne & Bev Salmen, Leonard VonEye, Dan Davidson (L. Kieser’s friends’
dad), David Arnott, Kerry Kahler-Fink, Phyllis Arhart, Joe Turner, Laura Kieser, Tony Willman,
Brian VanBuren, Carol Steffensen, Cecile Knight, Joyce Rogers, Lindsey Dubs, Quinn Mohling,
Tiny Gohring & Steve Deneke. Hattie Thigh, Dale Leischner, Olivia Jo Munce, Don & Dawn
Novak and Dawn’s mom, David Grieve, Drake Rounds, Leslie Vinderslev, G. Ann Cline, Annie
Holset, Marilyn Larson & Christi Swenson.
Cancer Fight – Pauline Kaus, Cory Hainy, Gloria Fastnacht, Brian Canca, Jared Jost, Sean
Rubino, Louise Schaller, Denice Hein, Jerry Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil Deneke and Sonnie
Schimke.
Nursing Home – Joyce Beckman, Beverly Sorensen, Dorothy Powell & Bessie Kruse. All who
are cared for in nursing homes around the world and their care givers.
Other Concerns
For our global well being in dealing with:
- Loss and challenges of social distancing caused by COVID19.

- Those recovering from COVID-19.
- Discrimination
For the families of Chuck Teeslink and Ila Warnke.
For our compassion child Miguel and his brother Rafael.
For those who have lost loved ones as they continue to grieve and heal.
For those working in Missions; Mitch and Sonja Kraft and our Action Team.
To add or remove someone from the prayer list please contact the Pastor or Laura Kieser.

It is time to do some summer cleaning at the church. If you are willing to help just
come as you are able. Listed below are items that need done on the main level.
Cleaning supplies will be on the counter in the chapel kitchen. If you have
questions please call Lynda Luymes @ 539-0157 or 350-1628.
Church Cleaning List for Main Level

*Please cross off item once completed (there will be a master copy in the chapel)
Wash pews with murphy oil soap – east section
Vacuum pew cushions – east section
Wash pews with murphy oil soap – middle section
Vacuum pew cushions – middle section
Wash pews with murphy oil soap – west section
Vacuum pew cushions – west section
Wash all woodwork in choir loft with murphy oil soap
Vacuum choir loft
Wash all woodwork on alter area with murphy oil soap
Vacuum alter area
Wash all window ledges and wood wall panel on:

North wall
West wall in Sanctuary
Walls in Chapel area
East wall in front of choir loft
Clean appliances in chapel kitchen
Clean main entrance (Narthex) to church
Clean elevator entrance to church
Clean West Wing
Clean Nursery

