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Wessington Springs
United Methodist Church
“We will nurture each other and spread the
Spirit of Christian love to all”.
Our mission statement

From the Desk of Pastor Zach
In 1866 Swedish chemist Alfred Bernhard Nobel invented
dynamite, which earned him both fame and wealth. Soon
he held more than 350 patents, operated labs in 20
countries, and had more than 90 factories manufacturing
explosives and ammunition. Yet today he is most often
remembered as the name behind the Nobel Prize, an
international award given for efforts in peace, chemistry,
physics, literature, and economics. How does the name of
the inventor of the most powerful explosive at the time
and manufacturer of ammunition, both of which were
used primarily for war, become associated with a highly
sought after award of peace and the advancement of
humanity?
In 1888 Alfred’s brother, Ludvig, died while in France. The
newspapers in the area mistakenly reported it was Alfred
Nobel which had died, with one paper’s headline reading
“Le marchand de la mort est mort”—the merchant of
death is dead. Many believe it was this event which
ultimately led to Alfred’s establishment of the Nobel Prize
and subsequent change in his reputation.
Imagine reading the headline of your life written at the
hands of your harshest critics. How does it read? As in the
case with Alfred Nobel, a premature obituary might
suggest headlines we do not want to read.
In a way, each of us is the writer of our own obituary. Each
day am I choosing to honor God, family, and my
responsibilities? Am I living out the faith I claim to have, or
ignoring it? Am I loving the family I have been blessed with
or allowing division to exist because I am unwilling to offer
forgiveness? Do I fulfill my responsibilities, working hard to
honor not men, but God?

Since coming to this community as your pastor 2 years ago
I have been involved in 18 funerals or memorials. One
thing I have learned is that a life well-lived is not about the
amount of time one lives, but how each of us live with the
time we have been given.
Jesus gave us these words, recorded in Matthew 6:19-21,
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and
steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do
not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.”
What will the headlines of your obituary be?
Yet, the reality is this: the headlines we write on earth are
printed on pages that will eventually fade and crumble.
Jesus, whose life was cut abruptly short in his thirties when
he went to the cross for you and me, suggests that there is
One who reads the words imprinted across our hearts – not
the ones printed in the newspaper.
In Matthew 4 as he stood with the great tempter, Satan,
high on a mountain taking in the kingdoms of the world
and all of the splendor that was being offered to him,
Jesus considered the reputation of God and not his own.
As he hung on the Cross, scorning its shame, he took
death instead of glory; he bore the disgrace of humanity
instead of the splendor of God. His obituary was
insignificant to all but a few. And then he rose from the
grave, forever rewriting the headlines of all who would
believe.
What are you living for today?
Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of
God? Or am I trying to please people? If I were still trying
to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ.
Galatians 1:10

Dear Members,
You have heard from me in the past, but this is
different. This is about our own personal well being.
WAKE UP TIME
Pastor Zach has started a new five week series on
commitment called UPHOLD. You all are missing the great
sermons of this present pastor by not being there. His
sermons will move you or you are not listening. He works
very hard on his sermons to bring a good message every
week.
WAIT A MINUTE…
meaning of the
springsumc.com
series started
the month.

you can still hear it and carry out the
series by listening to Pastors sermons at
or Facebook if you wish to do that. The
on Sept. 2nd and runs through the end of

I'm writing this cause this church is a main stay in the
community on top of having a great Pastor for the time
being. If your wakeup call has not come yet this series
should help get you in the right direction.
PLEASE LISTEN TO THE WHOLE SERIES. IT WILL BE COMPLETED
BY THE TIME YOU GET THIS OR most likely will be as three
are done as of Sunday the 16th, but if you get this read
early then you best come see the last ones. Don't let
this stop you from coming to church after the series,
cause there is more in store for you here in this church
family!
The point of this is that we have started another year
of planning for the future of THIS CHURCH. It starts
with keeping a good Pastor. This doesn't come without a
price. If you’re in church every Sunday or not it still
cost to keep the doors open and a Pastor. Come and
share, we will listen and be there through the GOOD
TIMES AND BAD TIMES, that is what a church family does
for you.
LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU IN CHURCH!
GOD'S BLESSING,
RANDY BURNISON

The sermon series, UPHOLD, will conclude on
September 30th. On October 7th we will have a
special celebration service to invite in new members
- and reaffirming the membership vow for those
who are already members. We will celebrate our
unity, take Communion together, and then have a
special potluck after the service.
If you would like more information on
becoming a member of WSUMC, or reaffirming
your membership vows, please contact Pastor Zach he would love to talk with you about it!

All Women are invited to join in a weekly time of
prayer every Sunday afternoon at 1:30 at the church.
Join with other women as we pray for our community,
our churches, specific needs, and each other.

October is Pastor Appreciation Month. In recognition
of this, please plan to join us on Sunday, October 14th at
10AM for a combined Worship Service with The United
Parish of Alpena - with a potluck brunch after the
service! The Service will be at The United Parish of
Alpena, located at the corner of 4th St and 4th Ave in
Alpena, SD.
A love offering will be collected at the brunch potluck
for our Pastor and his family.
"We give thanks to God always for you...making
mention of you in our prayers;" 1 Thessalonians 1:2

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit!
Health Concerns – Jill Classen, Tiny Gohring, Brian
Kolousek, Logan Knippling, Steve Deneke, Shawn Rubino.
Phyllis Comes Flying, Kiya & son & Weldon. Beverly
Sorensen, Laura Kieser, Bob Hine, Randy Doty, Dale
Leischner, Harold Hotchkiss, Olivia Jo Munce, Gloria
Fastnacht, Don & Dawn Novak, David Grieve, Henrietta
Doering, Drake Rounds, Heath Huberg, Leslie Vinderslev,
G. Ann Cline, Curtis & Casey Huffman & Camdyn Isaiah,
Annie Holset, Dave VonEye, Larry Myers, Marilyn Larson &
Christi Swenson.
Cancer Fight – Nan White, Craig Leslie, Denice Hein, Jerry
Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil Deneke, Calvin Hinrichs, Jackie
Johnson & Sonnie Schimke.

Please plan to attend our yearly Charge
Conference Service where we review the previous
year and cover some necessary church business.
Our District Superintendent, Roger Spahr, will be
present to conduct the meeting and give a
message of encouragement and revival. Joining
us with be the United Parish of Alpena and Spirit
of Faith Church from Woonsocket.
Ad Council reports need to be turned into the
church secretary by October 4th please.

Nursing Home – Melvin Schorzman, Don Kraft, Ray Symes,
Lester Weber, Bessie Kruse, Allen Rasmussen & Mavis Sterns.
All who are cared for in nursing homes around the world
and their care givers.
Other Concerns – Betty Hines & family, Sid & Amanda
Dreyer & family. Paula & Bryon Williams & Theo, Jesse &
Shawn Block, the Huberg/Salmen family and Becky Leslie.
Mitch & Sonja Kraft (Nepal), our compassion child Miguel
and our local Mission Team.
Pray for those who need God in their lives. Help us all to be
the hands & feet of Jesus.
Blessings – Birth of Kenna Cameron and Elda Grey’s 101st
Birthday.

September 15, 2018
Happy Fall everyone even though it still feels like
summer! With Fall comes pheasant/deer/antelope,
etc., hunting AND the Craft Fair on opening
Pheasant Day October 20th along with the UMC
Concessions. I have started making calls to all
members – Full and Constituent. The UMC
concessions are an important fund raiser for our
Church and we ask that all participate with food,
work or monetary donations. There is a new sign-up
sheet on a table in the Chapel. You will notice more
workers requested for all shifts suggested in our first
Committee meeting. If you have comments, questions
or want to sign up for food or work shifts, please call
me at 770-2585. If you want to make a monetary
donation, before I call you, you can mail it to the
UMC at P O Box 396, leave it in the Membership or
Finance box at the church or leave at Mettler’s
Locker. We’re hoping for a successful day of serving
and fellowship. A portion of the proceeds will be
gifted to our Missions recipients.
Thank you, Sandy Wenzel - Membership

Pastor Zach Kingery: zach.kingery@gmail.com
Office 605.539-1567 Cell 605.838-6303
Our Website: www.SpringsUMC.com
Secretary, Laura Kieser: 605.539-1941
Cell 605.999-0084
Although we have an email for the church
secretary, working at home is much more
conducive to accomplishing my work on time
and not missing something important from you. So
if you would please send your information to:
genevieve@venturecomm.net
THANKS BUNCHES!
WS UMC’s Consignment number is 357 in case you
wish to donate your gently used goods to their
fund raising cause. As a volunteer, MaryLou
Cameron has graciously stated that she would be
willing to fill out the tags if you can’t but wish to
donate. Remember, the Consignment Store splits
the value of the items sold 60 / 40 with their 60%
share being used as grants for community projects
and your 40% share gets sent to the church for
their general fund. It’s a win / win situation!

“MORE NOTES” FROM A THANKFUL MEMBER
(with a little finance to boot)
9-13-2018
With a sigh of relief, I can now state that the season of
WSCCG concessions is through! Over! Done with! For this year
anyway! That fact causes me to reflect on the importance of
what the WSCCG does, what it means to this community, and
moreover, the vast importance of overall volunteerism to ours
and every other church community. The WSCCG brings
everyone, of all faiths together for a common cause, to work
together as a community of faith and believers and the added
benefit of raising a little dough (cash) on the side. Although
fund-raising was the accelerant of what is now the WSCCG;
working as a faith community has become the fuel and I believe
is what sustains us as that group and the same goes for all
those types of activities that happen often (the “t” is silent, just
like you taught me, Mrs. Hawkins) in this church and most all
others. Working together for a common goal!
Soon, this congregation will be serving concessions at the
annual Craft Fair, opening week-end of pheasant season and if
you haven’t already, now is the time to volunteer. Rodeo ain’t
yer thing? Craft Fair concessions just might be your chance to
serve your church… if only for an hour or two. No one else
wants to do the craft fair concessions and as we have learned,
it is a mighty fine little kicker to the bottom line of our budget, if
you get my drift. And that leads to another subject of this
edition of “notes”.
Soon, and very soon, you all will be receiving your annual
pledge-drive card and letter for budget year 2019. It’s no
secret that finances are getting tighter by the Month. Economic
unrest aside, God and church are the priorities of Christian living
and we all need to do our part in seeing to it that this
congregation up-holds its mission. Tough as things may seem to
some of us, we have it a whole lot better than 80 or 90% of the
world and we are called to help this world and help lead those
who haven’t come to know our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, to

Him and His house, the church where we worship. God IS
everywhere, but, how are we gonna spread His love and His
work through-out the world!
Take a moment and reflect. He gives us all that we have
and promises us a life with Him in eternity and all we have to
do is give of ourselves and support His church and His people.
Seems like a pretty simple contract. If we all do what we really
can… this church and all others like us, will prosper and grow
and lead those of us who need led… to Him. Hmmm, maybe
I’ve written my pledge drive letter! Probably not! Stay tuned….
There IS more to come!
I thank God for this church and this community each and
every day! Where else can a ne’r do well like me find his way
home to our Lord??? “Thank You Lord for the United Methodist
Church of Wessington Springs and loving and giving folks who
entail it.” A-Men!
Hub Kieser, thankful member, poor volunteer and
perpetual finance chair.
>>>>> • <<<<<

>>> • <<<
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CARING
FOR
THE
CHURCH
LAWN
Thank you Johnnie VonEye for covering the costs
of lawn care at the church for the rest o f the season!
We were so blessed this year to have our church
family assist in this oh so important project throughout
the summer. THANKS to all of you!

Wessington Springs United Methodist Church

Administrative Council / September 20, 2018

I. Devotions – Diane showed us a packet she received from Darrel’s daughters’ church that was quite extensive, giving
ideas for future opportunity to welcome people to WS UMC then Gerald shared some words of prayer.
II. Call to order Gerald Kraft called the meeting to order with Randy & Gretchen Burnison, Hub & Laura Kieser, Kirk
& Lynda Luymes, Sandy Wenzel, Lila Hoffman and Diane Winter present.
III. Secretary Minutes - A motion was made to approve the July 18th minutes. M/ S (Hub / Kirk) Motion carried
IV. Treasurer Report - A motion was made to approve the Treasurer report. M/ S (Diane / Randy) Motion carried
V. Finance Report – Toeing the line as close we can! Scheduled a budget meeting for Oct. 3rd at 8 pm.
VI. Committee Reports
a. PPR – Scheduled a meeting for Sept. 25th at 8 pm w/Alpena to plan for the Pastor Compensation budget needs.
- Lawn care for this season is covered.
b. Lay Leader / Trustees– Cleaning of the church is going well thanks to volunteers who are working hard to complete
all the tasks set forth. Wall repair behind the cross is complete, so now painting will take place. Pluming needs got
addressed and the electrician is coming for instillation of outlets for the stove and creating a better kitchenette set up in the
chapel so fellowship flows better. Some light bulbs need replaced, but it will wait till the first week of October… just in
case another light goes out… so all lighting is fresh for the upcoming nuptials of Eric & Betsy. The cistern room has been
cleaned out and all the dishes in the basement have been washed and placed in plastic to keep them clean. Items not being
used anymore will be offered for donations to WSUMC such as Miguel or other mission projects.
- Kirk stated that he’s testing a projector. He has begun work on glazing, caulking and priming the windows as Ad
Council approved in July. He continues to find ways to keep the bats out of the church and has made plans with Dick
Powell to get the floor refinished in the chapel.
c. Membership – Jim Fry’s transfer came through this past month taking full membership to 92, constituents remain at 51
and preparatory stays at 12. Our church family total is 155.
d. Worship – Lisa sent word with Sandy that they are working on preparing for Christmas
e. Education – Since Alpena has several classes for the kids Syrus and Etta get their schooling there. However, if children
are in attendance at WSUMC, Jessica and Gerald have programming available to teach. Lynda has agreed to cover
Jessica’s part when she goes on maternity leave and Gerald agreed that it might be good to have others know where to
find the teaching materials if indeed he was gone at the same time Jessica was.
f. Outreach / Action Teams – The Fall Craft. Fair Committee is Sandy, Lynda, Tammy, Shelley and Pastor. A sign up
sheet is in the chapel for food, money and workers… so please feel free to call one of the committee if you have questions
or just get signed up to help… please! UMW will be furnishing coffee supplies.
- $320 was raised for shelving at Phyllis Comes Flying’ place. A date to install has not been set yet.
- A Service Project: Rake the Town has been set for Nov. 3rd. More information will be forth coming as plans are
solidified.
g. United Youth Group – Starts in October (see calendar) and AWANA is already in full swing.
h. Historian – Continuing to work on Heritage Sunday, which has been scheduled for Nov. 4th. There will be a
presentation and pot-luck that day. Gretchen states she could use some readers, so please call her if you can help.
Donations will be taken that day for a charity working with people who suffer form alcohol / drug abuse.
i. Pastor – Zach was on his way home from the Rural Matters conference so gave Randy some items to share, but truth be
told, all details are within the newsletter so I will leave you to perusing the rest of this edition of The Shepherds Herald.
VII. Old Business
- Mindy Kraft has obtained financing for going full time in her missions work.
- A collection of 17 Shoe Boxes have been collected. A motion was made to use 10% of the Craft Fair proceeds
toward filling the boxes. M/S (Kirk/ Hub) Motion carried.
New Business
- Randy brought a project forth that needs funding for The Tree of Life. He will get further details and bring it back to
council for further consideration
- Charge Conference Reports due Friday, Oct. 5th please to WSUMC Secretary
VIII. Adjournment - A motion was made to adjourn. M (Sandy / Kirk) Adjourned.
Laura Kieser, Secretary
Charge Conference at WS UMC Sunday, October 14th, 2018 / 4:30 pm / Roger Spahr officiating
Next Ad Council meeting – November 21st, 2018 / 8 pm / WSUMC Chapel

Sun

October 2018
Wed

Mon
1
Pastor Zach Kingery P – Day Off
605.838.6303

Tue
2
P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am
B – Lavonne Beckman
B – Hadley Weber

Thu
3
4
P – Alpena
P – Office Hours
O – AWANA @ Baptist 9 am – 12 pm
Church 5:30 Supper
6 – 7:30 pm Lessons

Fri
5
6
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
O – Charge Conference
Reports due.

7
8
O – 10:30 am Fellowship P – Day Off
11 am - Church Service B – Dan Younie
Pot-Luck after service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
Prayer Group

9
P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am

11
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
B – Kenneth Goering
B – Whitney Reider

12
13
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
A –Dan & Nancy Kruse

14
O – 10 am Combined
Worship Service @
United Parish of Alpena
Pot-Luck after service
O – Charge Conference
4:30 pm @ WSUMC
B – Mary Reider
21
O – 9:30 am Choir
10:30 am Fellowship
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
Prayer Group
O- Weskota Manor
Worship Service 3 pm
B – Traci Schweitzer
28
O – 9:30 am Choir
10:30 am Fellowship
11 am - Church Service
O – 1:30 pm Women’s
Prayer Group

15
P – Day Off

16
P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am

10
P – Alpena
O – AWANA @ IB
O - CYG @ OSL
6:30 – 8 pm
B – Ellen Powell
A –Elton & Julie Kaus
17
P – Alpena
O – AWANA @ IB
O - CYG @ OSL
6:30 – 8 pm
B – Kayla Boomsma

18
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
B – Leighton Scott

19
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
B – Darrell Winter

20
O – Concessions at the
Fall Craft Fair in the
WS Elementary School
7:30 am – 2 pm
O – Newsletter
Information Due!

22
P – Day Off

23
P & O – Bible Study @
the Manor 10 am
B – Elaine Roetman

24
P – Ministerial Meeting
10 – 11 am
P – Alpena
O – AWANA @ IB
O - CYG @ OSL
6:30 – 8 pm

25
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
B – Mark Cashman

26
P – Office Hours
9 am – 12 pm
B – Eldon Beckman
B – Austin Boomsma

27
B – Cheyenne Burg

29
30
P – Day Off
P & O – Bible Study @
A –Verle & Lila Hoffman the Manor 10 am

31
P – Alpena
O – AWANA @ IB
O - CYG @ OSL
6:30 – 8 pm

A = Anniversary

B = Birthday

P = Pastor

Sat

O = Other

WSUMC Website - www.springsumc.com
AWANA @ Immanuel Baptist Church
5:30 Supper / 6 – 7:30 Lessons

