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Wessington Springs
United Methodist Church
“We will nurture each other and spread the
Spirit of Christian love to all”.
Our mission statement

September 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Key
A – Anniversary
B – Birthday
P – Pastor
O – Other

6
O – 10:15 am Drive-in
Church Service @
Total Construction
south parking lot.
O – 11:00 am Worship
Service @ WS UMC

13
O – 10:15 am Drive-in
Church Service @
Total Construction
south parking lot.
O – 11:00 am Worship
Service @ WS UMC

20
O – Worship Service
To Be Announced

8
P – Office Hours

2
P – Alpena

3
P – Office Hours

15
P – Office Hours

Fri

4
P – Office Hours

Sat

5

B – Lisa Peterson

9
P – Alpena

10
P – Office Hours

11
P – Office Hours

12

17
P – Office Hours

18
P – Office Hours

19

25
P – Office Hours

26

A – Mark & Shelley
Fuerst
B – AJ Neeley
B – Rick Wilde
B – Roger Cashman

B – Mindy Kraft Zillinger

14
P – Day Off

Thu

B – Bessie Kruse
B – Arliss Bennett
B – Kim Burg

7 Labor Day
P – Day Off

16
P – Alpena

O – Church Concessions
O – Church Concessions @ Crow Lake 6 – 9 am
@ Crow Lake 6 – 9 am & 5 – 11 pm for the
Foothills Bull Bash @
& 5 – 8 pm
the 4H / Rodeo
Grounds
B – Sandy Beckman

O – Ad Council to decide
Worship Service place
& time going forward.
B – Randy Burnison

21
P – Day Off

22
P – Office Hours

23
P – Alpena

24
P – Office Hours

B – Janet Boomsma

B – Fred Krohmer

B – Fred Reiner

B – Felipe Campos
B – Sierra Burg

29
P – Office Hours

30
P – Alpena

A – Cady & Deanna
Hasty
B – Mark Fuerst

A – Phillip & Lisa
Edwards
B – Nancy Kruse
B – Jayden Holt

P & O – Newsletter
submissions due to
secretary
27
28
O – Worship Service P – Day Off
To Be Announced
B – Bailey Willman

1
P – Office Hours

Wed

B – Neal Doering

Pastor Zach Kingery
Cell 605.838.6303

zach.kingery@gmail.com
Office 605.539-1567

WSUMC Website: www.springsumc.com
Online Worship Services: SpringsUMC.com/Sermons
Facebook.com/WessingtonSpringsUMC

Laura Kieser, Secretary genevieve@venturecomm.net
Home 605.539-1941
Cell 605.999-0084

From the Desk of Pastor Zach
September has arrived and with it comes the last days of summer and
the anticipation of the autumn season. State fair is underway, schools
are in session, there are sports and various extracurricular activities to
attend, and the familiar routines that many felt were missing from this
year’s spring and summer have somewhat returned.
The church, as well, is in transition from one season to the next. The
church council previously made the decision to return to in-building
services with a few precautions in place and it has gone very well. At
the moment the Drive In service will continue for the first two weeks
of September with the anticipated final drive in service on Sunday,
September 13 - still at 10:15AM at Total Oil here in Wessington
Springs. During that week of Sept. 13th a decision will be made
concerning whether the Drive In service will cease for the time being
or if there is a need for it to continue. We will keep you updated.
For the in-building service there are plans underway for an October
kick-off for Sunday School and we are currently exploring having a
better set up for children ages 0-4. Since before I joined you as pastor
four years ago the only option for this age group has been the cry
room, used by parents for temporary moments to calm a child before
returning with them to the worship service. By the grace of God our
church family has grown and with that growth has come the need for a
nursery to be available each week, staffed by volunteers. If you are
interested in helping develop our nursery program or serving as a
nursery worker please contact Gretchen Burnison. email:
rgburnison@santel.net mobile: 605-988-7328
I want to share with you my personal thoughts, as a father to three
active children ages 7 and under, on the importance of having a
nursery option available during the worship service. In August my
family and I were able to take a week long (Wednesday - Wednesday)
vacation in the Black Hills. While there we attended a worship service
and had our children in the service with us. The children are used to
attending church services so they were relatively quiet as they busied
themselves with the coloring and activity sheets the church had
provided. During the sermon I was only momentarily interrupted by
approximately 16 questions from Etta about how well she was
coloring, 5 requests for assistance with opening or accessing snacks, 3

“how much longer” questions, and a toddler that alternated his
climbing activities between Jessica and myself every 3-4 minutes. Said
toddler had to be removed half way through the sermon because he
decided it was a good time to test how loud and high-pitched he could
scream so I exited the sanctuary with him and attempted to continue
listening to the sermon from the foyer.
Please also realize that in 2019 my children would have attended,
approximately, over 100 worship services (due to attending both
WSUMC and the United Parish of Alpena). If anyone’s children are
‘trained’ to sit through a service, then it would be mine. After reading
how things went that Sunday, how well do you think I was able to
hear, process, and gain spiritual wisdom and knowledge from the
sermon? Now imagine a parent who brings children on their own;
might having both Sunday School and nursery be valuable for their
spiritual growth? How about a young family who has never really
attended church before and are striving to grow in their faith?
During these summer months I have been praying about what is next
for our church. I have been asking for the Holy Spirit to reveal what
needs to occur for there to be a spiritual refreshing and awakening that
would help the families of our congregation truly feel like WSUMC is
their church home. I believe part of that answer lies with a successful
nursery program.
Please be in prayer about how you might glorify God through serving
within the church as we strive to live out our mission statement to
“nurture each other and spread the spirit of Christian love to all.”

Thanks Bunches
to those who served
or provided the
funding for the
church lawn care!

Gifts, Tithes, and Offerings
Thank you for your faithful giving and support of the
church and our ministry to Wessington Springs and
beyond. Your generosity allows us to advance God’s
Kingdom and be a blessing to our community. Without you
the church cannot be, because together WE are the
church!
Here are some of the current ways to give:
 Drop an envelope in the ‘mailbox’ we will have set
up at Drive-In church.
(If giving cash at Drive-In church or through the
mail please have it in an envelope with your name
on it so it can be sure to include it on a giving
statement for your tax purposes.)
 Have your bank set up recurring giving through
billpay which automatically transfers the money
from your account to the church account (If you
bank with American Bank & Trust they have a form
to fill out that can quickly and easily be set up).
 Mail in your tithe to WSUMC PO Box 396 Wessington
Springs SD 57382

There’s POWER in PRAYER for the soul, body & spirit
Health Concerns – Wayne & Bev Salmen, David Arnott,
Phyllis Arhart, Tony Willman, Brian VanBuren, Cecile Knight,
Lindsey Dubs, Quinn Mohling, & Steve Deneke. Olivia Jo
Munce. David Grieve, Drake Rounds, Ann Cline, Annie
Holset, Marilyn Larson & Christi Swenson.
Cancer Fight – Pauline Kaus, Cory Hainy, Gloria Fastnacht,
Brian Canca, Jared Jost, Sean Rubino, Louise Schaller,
Denice Hein, Jerry Jassmer, Jim Marvin, Cecil Deneke and
Sonnie Schimke.
Nursing Home – Gayle Willman, Joyce Beckman, Dorothy
Powell & Bessie Kruse. All who are cared for in nursing
homes around the world & their care givers.
Other Concerns
For our global well being in dealing with: Loss, recovery &
challenges associated with COVID19.
* Discrimination
For the family of Beverly Sorensen
For our compassion child Miguel and his brother Rafael.
For those who have lost loved ones as they continue to
grieve and heal.
For those working in Missions; Mitch and Sonja Kraft.
Pastor Zach Kingery Cell 605.838.6303 Office 605.539-1567
zach.kingery@gmail.com

Train and the Foothills Rodeo Committee’s annual Bull Bash
are both a go for the weekend after Labor Day and better
yet… there is still room for you to sign up and volunteer!
You have till August 30th to get involved.

NOTES FROM YOUR FINANCE CHAIR
Last month I talked about the WSCCG and its mission
and I touched a little on the forth coming craft fair
concessions that come the third Saturday in October. The
craft fair and the many hands that organize and serve it
provide not only service to your community that many of
the community get to see in action, it has provided for a
good many years, a substantial boost to the general fund
of your church, averaging around $2,000.00 each year,
after expenses. 2020 has proved to be a very challenging
year in most all aspects and unfortunately it is taking a hit
towards the craft fair as the annual event has been
canceled for this year.
Even with all the weirdness and all the uncharted
territory that the corona virus has cast upon us, the budget
of your church has been unaffected for the most part.
Giving, though down slightly for the summer, has stayed
rather consistent and expenses haven’t raised much, if at
all, and those are the good news briefs that we can take
thanks to the Lord for. The craft fair cancelation will
undoubtedly have a negative affect to this year’s bottom
line for your church. But, here’s the good news! We all
have an opportunity or two to help fill that void! The WS
Church Concessions Group has several opportunities for us
all to contribute but an hour or two of our year to help as
volunteers for our church. As I have written in my last
newsletter submission, the Kyle Evans Memorial Wagon

Another possibility that isn’t for sure a go yet is a cookout event that we may be able to serve for the local
Pheasants Forever Chapter, opening weekend the third
Saturday of October (or possibly the Friday night before?).
We can’t promise yet that that event will happen, but if it
does, the ad-council has shown support for our serving this
event, Now, by no means will these two smaller events
completely replace the funds that the craft fair usually
brings, they can and will help the bottom line and they
give us a chance to show our love and support for our
community and I believe in times like these that is a good
mission of a church. When we show our support of the
community, the community will return that love three fold
or more!
So, your mission Mr. Phelps, if you choose to accept it (a
little play on the old cult favorite television show of my
youth, Mission Impossible), is to be a part of these
opportunities and in doing so you will find joy in serving
your local community, joy in working with your friends of
the other churches in the area and joy knowing that you
played a part in helping your churches part in serving your
community! Did I lay it on thick enough?
Seriously, prayerfully consider helping with the church
concessions and I promise you will feel the reward. The
members, whom are all volunteers of the church in some
way, are the reason why the United Methodist Church of
Wessington Springs, IS and why it always will be if we want
it to be seriously enough. Follow your heart.
Thank You Lord for our church and bless us.
Finance and WSCCG chair, Hub Kieser

A new look is on the horizon
A donation has been made to add a handicap accessible
ramp to the main entrance of the church. Project will be
complete this fall. If you have any questions please contact
Kirk Luymes, Trustees Chair @ 605-350-8029.
Truss Pros 10954 424th Ave. Britton, SD
(1/8th Scale Drawing)

Worship at WSUMC Fifty Years Ago
By Gretchen Burnison, Historian
Ever wonder what church was like fifty years ago (1970)?
Let’s look at an April 19th, 1970 bulletin.
This is a picture of the inside of the bulletin. The outside
usually had a color picture and the other side had an article
about religious interest or of encouragement.
Please note that there are five prayers: the Call to Worship,
Prayer of Confession, Pastoral Prayer, Lord’s Prayer and the
Parting Prayer. There are five musical items where the
congregation sings: the Gloria Patri, the Doxology and three
hymns. The prelude, the Choral introit, the anthem, the offertory,
the choral amen and the postlude were provided by the choir, a
soloist, or a music tape. Scripture was from the New Testament.
The people and Reverend K. Oliver Brekke interacted in three
times: the Call to Worship, Dedication of the Offering and at the
Parting Prayer. The bulletin was very inclusive, detailed and
transparent. The song writers were honored by listing their last
name. Also the choir director and the Lane United Methodist
Church pianist were honored with their names listed. At this time
the Lane United Methodist Church was also a part of this parish.
March 22nd bulletin tells of an evening at 7:30 candlelight
Communion Service at Wessington Springs. Thursday, at 7:30
Lane United Methodist Church held communion. In 1970 our

church hosted Community Good Friday services with the
speaker being Pastor Kenneth Thurow. The U.C.C. Men’s
Chorus presented the music. Then Easter began with Sunrise
Service conducted by the United Methodist Youth Fellowship.
After that was breakfast and regular services began at Lane at
9:30 and at Wessington Springs at 11:00.
July 5th service included communion. During communion the
congregation sang 12 songs. There was no ushering during the
taking of communion as each person was to come and leave
the table when they were ready.
Beginning April 12, the Evening Circle sponsored a Nursery
for small children up to Kindergarten age. One member of the
circle was in charge during worship.
Union Services with the United Church of Christ were held at
10:00 at the United Methodist Church August 1, 8, 15, and 22.
Reverend Brekke filled the pulpit the first two Sundays.
Reverend Harace Smith filled the pulpit the last two Sundays.
On August 29 there was a promotion exercise during the
Worship Hour.
November 1st they celebrated a Great Day of Singing with
choirs from other churches at 7:00 in the evening. At this service
they began with Jesus’ birth progressing thru his life, the
passion, his death, and his resurrection. They had four pianists,
two organists and three choir directors. Thanksgiving Day at
10:00 union services were held at Immanuel Baptist Church.
November 29th the first Advent candle was lit.
December 6th the Aurora-Brule Community Chorus
presented their Christmas Cantata at Wessington Springs
United Methodist Church. The offering for this special service
went to Dooley Orphanage in Saigon, Vietnam. December 24th
the service at Wessington Springs were at 7:00 in the evening.
Lane held their Christmas Program at 8:15 Christmas Eve.
How the services have changed and how full the church
year! Next time I will write about the activities during the 1970th
year.

News from Phyllis Comes Flying
Dennis and I were able to pack 49 boxes of the summer things
we sorted early this year in our van and drove them to Phyllis at
Ft. Thompson on Friday, July 30, 2020. Phyllis held a giveaway
on Monday, August 3rd from 10am to 6pm. Everything was
distributed to the people of Ft. Thompson and even to Lower
Brule.
Note from Phyllis: “The rummage, most of it, went out on
Monday, what was left went to Lower Brule—a lady came and
got it. Nothing went to waste so I’m happy everybody got
something to wear. People here like that kind of thing. The 20
pairs of shoes went right away at 9:30am as some people
started coming at 9:30 even though the signs said 10am. You
sure made a lot of people happy.
Love and Prayers, Phyllis and People”
Phyllis also included with her letter a memorial bulletin for her
sister, Hattie.
Tammy Mettler

In Loving Memory of
Hattie Rose Thigh
1950 ~ 2020

Wessington Springs United Methodist Church
Administrative Council / July 29, 2020
I. Devotions – Gerald opened by reading Jeremiah 45 and sharing
his words of wisdom on the passage and saying a prayer
afterwards.
II. Call to order Gerald Kraft called the meeting to order with Randy
& Gretchen Burnison, Hub & Laura Kieser, Lynda Luymes, Sandy
Wenzel, Lila Hoffman, Lisa Edwards and Pastor Zach present.
III. Secretary Minutes – A motion was made to approve the May 27th
Ad Council Minutes. M/ S (Randy / Hub) Motion carried
IV. Treasurer Report – A motion was made to approve the Treasurer
report. M/ S (Sandy / Zach) Motion carried
V. Finance Report – The General Account balance has improved
with expenses down and giving stable.
VI. Committee Reports
a. PPR – Mid-year assessment complete. Pastor is going to take a
family vacation sometime in August.
b. Lay-Leader – Sad to say we did not get the Deadwood Grant for
the Bell Tower repairs. Lynda asked Laura if she can look into
Builders Club Grant possibilities and Pastor Zach has a potential lead.
- Will make some calls for lawn mowing coverage as there are a
couple months left for that service need.
- Thanks to Hub, Gretchen & Jessica for accomplishing much of the
cleaning list in the church.
c. Trustees – Kirk continues to make plans with Darrell for the ramp
project as well as the bell tower. Estimates and plans will be shared as
they are solidified.
- The parsonage basement will be worked on when the Kingery’s are
on vacation.
All the lights for the church basement have been purchased, but not
installed yet.
- The shed for extra storage did get put in the back yard of the
parsonage.
d. Worship – Jan sent a recommendation with Lisa stating there
should not be a choir or singing in the church due to COVID. Sandy
brought forth concern over stopping drive-in church as there are some
elders and community members attending who may not have another

source for a Sunday morning service to attend. Lisa shared the same
sentiments. Lisa is playing piano in church currently.
e. Membership – Gene & Gloria Fastnacht transferred their
membership to Pierre. 97 Full, 46 Constituents and 13 Preparatory =
156 Total Members.
f. Education – Zach is still providing “Mid-week Connection”. No
VBS this year. Gerald may get his neighborhood bible study off the
ground yet. He shared some information with his township board and
they showed interest.
g. Outreach – See the newsletter and treasurer report regarding funds
raised for Miguel. Randy then asked about what other projects might
need funds, so Ad Council brainstormed with him.
h. Action Teams – Nothing to report at this time.
i. Community Youth Group – Nothing to report at this time.
j. Historian – Lynda shared that Gretchen should be receiving a
historical item from Kirk as it was found when the new sound system
was installed. Pastor Zach suggested Gretchen do a “Focus thru the
years” for the news letter each month like: “this happened, this date in,
this year”.
k. Pastor – Bishop Ough and DS Roger Spahr both retired. We now
have Lori Haller from Iowa and Rev. Rebecca Trefz who will be
supporting our efforts moving forward.
- 27th Session – Annual Conference will be October 9 & 10 in
Bismarck. Registration should be open August 1.
VII. New Business – Discussion / ideas for moving forward regarding
church in September.
VIII. Old Business
a. A motion was made to continue drive-in church through
September 13, 2020 with our next meeting the following
Wednesday to include discussion of what to do after that.
M/ S (Randy / Sandy) Motion carried
IX. Adjournment - A motion was made to adjourn. M (Lisa / Lynda)
Adjourned.
Laura Kieser, Secretary

